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ilito pnu'tico ; aiid pci'liupH hoiuc of tho mont iin)><)rtaiit sorvicen of Mr.

IliiicUs ill llioHO VwuoH woru h'\» loii<;HUHtuinod and vi^oroii.sHupportof

tho claim i'ov tliocoiistitiilioiial Mystem, into tho Mtrugglo for which ho

throw himHolf with charactorinlic oiioigy. (('hooiH.) It was right

in thoho (pilot tiino.s to roinomhor tho Hghting dayw gono by, jmuI

thoHo to whom wo owo in a large moasnio tho privilogos wo now

enjoy, llo waid tho^o wore Hghting dayn, and it only roquirod a

pu.sHing rot'oronco to tho Drummond and tho Mottalt and DeBlouiy

uloclioni!*, during Lord M.otcalfo'8 administration and tho groat party

Htrugglo which then wont on, provioim to the appointmont of Lord

Elgin. Thoy would many of them rocolloct tho day on which tho

Royal aisHent was given to tho llobollion Losses Bill, the events of

that night when tho Parliament Buildings wore burnt. Perhaps

some of them were out tho following night when not over dolicitto

attention^ were paid to our guest of this evening and his colloaguos,

Mr. Lafontaino and others—(laughter); then the progress of Lord

Elgin to old Government House, by Notro Dame Stroo', and the not

very ott'octivo cavalry escort when ho left after receiving the address

of Parliament. On the other side of tho river wore marshalled tho

* Pj-airio Hens," as thoy wore called, commanded by their old

friend Captain Fortin, who was now doing more peaceful and very

valuable service in promoting the telegraph system of the Lower

St. Lawrence jind (rulf. (Choors.) If he referred to these matters

it was princijmlly to show the difficulties which then surrounded

practical politics, and thus to bring out tho extent and value of tho

services which their friend iiad rendered to Canada in face of

obstacles that would have seemed almost insurmountable. There

could be no doubt whatever that to Sir Francis Hi neks wo were

indebted for the introduction of our railway system on a comprc-

hoDsive scale, and especially in respect of the Grand Trunk Railway.

(Cheers.) It had been always a matter of surprise to him that this

fact had not been more generally recognized in the city of

Montreal, which had, without doubt, been enoimonsly benetittod

by the increased facilities for travel and commerce thus

created. He could recollect goin^j to Toronto by stage

when it ometimes took four daj-s and three nights of

incessant travel, and later, when Parliament sat in Toronto, which

was best reached via Rouse's Point, Burlington, Schenectady, Niagara

and Hamilton. Tho development of trade, consequent upon


