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depopulate their country—a period In which

we cannot fuppofe they have ufed fljittering

terms, nor profeflTed more than they intended.

The congrefs, in their petition to the King,

after declaring their attachment to his perfon

and family, proceed thus, " Conne(Sled with

Great Britain by the flrongeft ties that can

unite focieties, and deploring every event

that tends in any degree to weaken them, we
folemnly afllire your Majefty,that we noton-

ly moft ardently defire ihe former harmony
between her and thele colonies may be reftor-

ed, but that a concord may be eftabli(hed be-

tween them, upon fo firm a bafis, as to per-

petuate its blelfings uninterrupted by any
future diflentions.** In their addrefs to the

inhabitants of Great Britain they fay, " Give
us leave moft folemnly to aflure you, that

we have not yet loft fight of the object we
have ever had'm view, a reconciliation with

you on conftitutional principles, and a refto-

ration of that friendly intercourfe which, to

the advantage of both, we till lately main-

tained." If it fiiould be faid, that the con-

grefs has not delivered the true motives of its

own conduct, nor the fenfe of its conftituents,

we are furnifiied with copious evidence to the

fame import by the people themfelves, who
have lately been convened on public occafions

in moft of the provinces. I (liould not trou-

ble your I .ordfhip by repeating on this occa-

fion any thing that has been advanced by men
who from their profefiion are not fuppofed to

be well verfcd in politics, but we have feen a
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