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gablc to Kingston, and the lake Ontario, 743

n)ilos from the sea. It is difficult to define the

precise source of the St. liawrenee, though that

name he generally confined to the river issuing

from lake Ontario; Avhile the Kiagara, whicli

flows from the lake Erie, is regarued as a dis-

tinct stream. As in Asiatic geography the An-
gara is traced from the sea of Ikiktd, without

assuming the Selingu as a further source, so by
analogy the St. Lawrence cannot be traced be-

yond the lake Ontario, nor can geographical

usage permit it to be traced to the lake ' ape-

rior; and far less, with Mr. Weld, to the lake

AVinipie, which, according to the best maps,
has no communication whatever with what has

been above called the sea of Canada, consisting

of the joint lakes Superior, Michigan, and Hu-
ron. The length of the St. liawrenee may
therefore be about 700 British miles, the breadth

being the grand characteristic.

The other chief rivers in North America are

the Saskashawin, the Athabasca, the Unjiga or

Mackenzie's river, the Hio Hravo, which flows

into the gulf of Mtxico ; that of Albany, which
joins Hudson's Bay : Nelson river and Churchill

river are als?j^ considerable streams which flow

into that sea ; but their geography is far from
being perfect. The same observation must be
extended to the Oregan, or great river of the

west, which, confined by a chain of mountains,
runs south, till by a wtstern bend it join the

Pacific. But the disco>ery of the western re-

gions of America may disclose some consider-

able streams in that quarter.

Mountains.—The mountains ofNorth Ame-
rica are far from rivalling the Andes in the south.

Some irregular ranges pervade the Isthmus, but
it seems mere theory to consider them as con-

nected with the Andes, as tiiey have neither the

same character nor direction. In the Isthmus
there are also several volcanoes ; but the natural

history of Spanish America is extremely im-
perfect.

The centre of KoEth America seems to pre-

sent a vast fertile iplin, watered by the Alis-

souri and its auxiliary streams. On the west,

so far as discovered, a range of mountains pro-

ceeds from New Mexico in a northern direction,

and joins the ridge called the Stoney Mountains,
which extend to the vicinity of the Arctic ocean.

The Stoney Mountains are said to be about 3500
feet above their base, which may perhaps be JJOOO

feet above the sea. In general, from the accounts

of navigators who have visited tlu!\ coast, it

seems to resemble that of Norway, being a wide
alpine country of great extent , while the shore,

like that of Norway, presents innumerable creeks

and islands. This alpine tract, from the Stoney

Mountains and Mackenzie's river westwards to

the source of the Oregan and Beering's Strait,

may perhaps n>ntain the highest mountains in

North America, when completely explored by
the eye of science. On the north-east, Green-

land, Labrador, and the countries around Hud-
son Sea, present irregular masses cover5>d with

eternal snow, with black naked peaks, resem-

bling in form the spires of the alps, but of far

inferior elevation, mountains generally decreas-

ing in height towards the pole. Mr. Macken-
zie observes, tliat a high ridge passes south-west

from the coast of Labrador to the source of the

Utawas, dividing the rivers that fall into St.

Lawrence and Hudson's Bay. The Stoney
Mountains run parallel with the Pacific from
Cook's entry to the river Columbia, where they

are more distant from the coast and less ele-

vated. The rocks west of AVinipic are sofl

limestone, on the east a dark grey granite : and
all the great lakes are between the limestone

and granite ranges.

Tlie most celebrated mountains in North
America are those called the Apalachian, pas-

sing through the territory of the United States

from the south-west to the north-east. Ac-
cording to the best maps they commence on
the north of Georgia, where they give source

to many rivers running south to the gulf of
Mexico ; and to the Tenassee and others run-
ning north. There are several collateral ridges,

as the Iron or Bald IMountains, the White Oak
Mountains, and others; the exterior skirt on
the north-west being the Cumberland Moun-
tains. Ti»e Apalachian chain thence extends
through the western territory of Virginia, ao-

companied with its collateral ridges, the breadth
of the whole being often seventy miles, and
proceeds through Pennsylvania, then passes

Hudson river; and afterwards rises to more
elevation, but seems to expire in the country of
New Brunswick. The chief summits appear to

be in the province of New Hampshire ; where
the AN'hite Mountains are by some reported to

be 9000 feet above the sea. But it may well
be affinned that they cannot exceed much 4000
feet : and the glaciers of the Pyrenees at 9000
feet shew the futility of the calculation.


