
fii!r2;ot find slalc<^. Tlicy now, in turn, inJiiltjc tlip
i

''irloii cijiirli'oii.s'' t()\viir*l>' those wlin (iiO'cr with

UH us to OrcLjon. VVhilr ilic ni.ijorily ol' u.i niiist

deeply n'i!;r(;l that iiiiy occusion tor vitiiuci-atioii :

Hhiiiild Imve itriscii cither on the one ha'id or the
|

other, III! must lie ndinonisiied tliiit, on a (piestion
|

of rcannexalion or oceiipalion (»f territory, it is, to
[

any th(! h;ast, |)eii|oiis tu l)e tender-fooled on any
part of llie i^rounil.

i

Tli()si> who HI) earnesily (aiiil 1 may iidd alilv) i

oppose the '^iviii;:; tlie notice to ( ireal l>i ii nn, dilli r

wit''- ns only as to the ni'ans of oijlainini; the end.
'

'I'iiey, with very lew exeeplioiis, are derideiHy ul'

opinion that our tith- to the (In ;;on territory, up to

54^ 40', is clear and indisputable, and arc vvillinj;

>o p;o with UN for all of those that I rcf^nrd an the I

Htronj^ and warlike measures, whieli look to the

takiiii^and holiiiiiL; |iiissession of that eonntry.
j

My piir|)iise, then, is not to iiphraid them for i

this dilfereni'e. ot' opinion, l)u!, as far as I can, to 1

discuss the i]iiestioii with them; to ojipose ar'^u-

nient to arijumcnt, and let mind ?^rapple with mind,
j

until tiic judgment is convinced, so far as that can i

be done. i

Tin's rrsolution is deliaied hy the opponents of

tlie notice as a war nHvisiirc; and it is son;:ht to he '

made the occa^i(nl of prodiiciui'; a panic thi-oi!;;h-

out the country; ami nroker.s and slock-johbers,

to;:;etlier with that ]>ortion of the American jiress

under their control, are nnilini^' their efforts in this

general outcry ai^ainst a war. It is doubtless re- I

inenibcred hy all, that these panic-malicrs have
j

been eiii^aged from time to time in alarming the
j

public mind tor the, purjinse of subserving their
[

pecuniary interests. That Great I'ritain may make
!

It the pretext of a v/ar, as she niiglit make the re-
'

annexation ofl'exas, or any other exercise of our
\

rights, the pretext for war if she cliose to do so, 1

is not denied; but that it furnishes no just ground i

for an appeal to arms is, 1 think, plaiidy denionstra-

1

ble.
I

The distinguished member from South Carolina
j

[Mr. Riiett] seemed to I'ongraiulate liinis( If upon i

the fact that he was pitrsuing a course on this ques-

tion in opposition to the veneralile gentleman from
Massachusetts, [Mr. Adams;] and that, therefore, i

he must be right. Let him not, however, " lay the I

flattering unction to his soul;' 'for, unless the signs
j

of the times greatly deceive us, ]\iassaehusctis and
,

South Carolina, that have indulged the most deadly :

hate and bitter feuds towards each other in times
i

past, will be found side by side at the pre.-icnt mo-
ment; and their sons, with a few exceptions, who
have been for so long a time " looking dagger:*" at

each other, will come up and vole together against

Uie giving of this notice.

It is contended by some gentlemen that negotia-

tions should be again renewed; but I think very

differently. The ministers of Groat Britain under-

stand the arts of diplomacy better than ours. For
more than a quarter of a century we have failed

to settle this question by negotiation. Our ofler

ofcompromi.se has been formally withdrawn, and

I think that the matter should rest there; and that

we should now stand upon all of our rights until

that imperious nation shall make us a fair and just

offer.

Some, again, are proposing to arbitrate. This is

wholly inadmi.^sible, for in that fuljiidication wr
should not be tried liy our pi ( rs. Crowned he,ad.H

do not desiie to broaden oi- leni;then the territory of

rejiiilplican i:o\( rnmeni'< ; but, on the contrary, they

are stroiiiily interested in enlarging the dominions
and estaldishiii;; the doctrin*' of " the divine rit^ht of

kings." As well miulit the qui st ion of the divinity

of the Mes.-iiiih be submitted to the decision of Ma-
hommedans and .few s, asf'or this {|U(fiiion to lie re-

ferred to the ailiiiraiiient oI'mouarcLs or of emper-
ors. We know the decision in advance, .\o, sir; as

mui'h as ! li)\e peace, (uid deiiire to avoid war, yet

if there is no oiher allernali\e but to iirbiirate this

ililliculty, 1 would say, unhe.sitatin::ly, let it be
done at the cannon's mouth.
Those of utir friends who si em mo.st alarmed at

the pros|pect id" a war, and who havi; depicted its

horrors so eloipienily and so vividly, were not, 1

l)( lieve, when Texas v. as the prize, afraid to meet
.Mexico, (Jreat Ihiiain, and I''rance, combined, on
the battle-field, and inu- navy and army were in no
better slate of preparation thiii than they an- now.
The Mexican .Mniister declared that nimexaiion
would [iroduce war. lie. dcmandi d his passports,

and returned home. The fin'.',ers of Great I'.ritain

and !•' ranee were tiacid in (he plot to prevent an-

nexation, [t wi'.s iheii said we shoulil have war
with the three Powers eombincd; iind all the ef-

fort then to get up a war panic did not i heck the
•• immoderate valor''of our friend.'', whusethoughi.M
seem now so •'turned on peacp." It apl'ea)•^i to

me that they have phiced themselves in a dileimina

from wiiich ihev cainiot vi;ry well iscape, .South

Carolina and Viri^inia, then so iiupi 'a;ous and
eager for " benriliic^' the British lion," are imw the

most elotjuent in depicting the horrois of war and
the prowess (jf iJriiisli arms, Tlie.-e nieml'irs ad-

mit that our title is clear, and yet they are luiwil-

ling to i^ive the notice. This is a strange voice to

come from these ancient Commonwealths; and did

we not know better, it would be supposed to ema-
nate tVom the |)eace i)arty of N(;w En2"land.

Thedislinguislied memiierlVom the Harper's l-'er-

ry district in Virginia [Mr. Ijldinoek] described,

with captivating elorpience, a .-icene he witnessed
at that peint. It was the American eagle, darting
along the verge of a dark tiiid imrtentous cloudi
charged with thunder and gli'aming wilh lightning,

iuid percliiii;,'- himself upon one of iIk; lol'ii isf peaks
of the nine llidge. Tliccloiul pa.-scd away, the sun
again shone forth from a clear .sky, and he saw the

eagle take his flight westward. 1 trust, sir, that his
eagle has found a mouiUain as tall, a climate as ge-
nial, and a sky as clear in Oregon as those he left;

behind him. Viru'inia patrioti.^m ;;iid valor have
been illustrated in many a fearful conflict; and
.should war come upon us, I say, without heaita-

tion, that all the eagles that have been driven
from her mountains, either by thunder-clouds or
panic speeches, will be won back by the deeds of
noble daring of her sons upon the battle-field.

So, sir, with South (Carolina, I know it is taunt-
ingly said that her political leaders control the
masses with absolute, not to say, de.v|)otic rule. It

is believed by many that when her politicians take
snuff, the common people involuntarily sneeze all

over the State; and that you can ascertain the .state

of public opinion in South Carolina with as much


