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amoni^st lier people in iVioir now conntry, near the month of

Vcrdij^ris River. She has threts children, (a hoy and two girls,)

all too young to provide for themselves, and consequently de-

pendent upon their mother for support.

"The committee thought that the occasion presented hy this

case was a suitahlc one, not only to reward a meritorious act, hut

also to show the Indian trihcs how mercy and humanity arc appre-

ciated hy the Government. The grant of a pension, with a clear

exposition of the grounds of its allowance, would have a salutary

influence, it was believed, upon savage customs in future. A ImU

was accordingly reported, to allow to Milly a pension of ninety-six

dollars per annum, or eight dollars per month, for life."

We shall not multiply these instances, hut refer the reader to the

l)iographical dejjarttncnt of our work, where abundant evidence

will be found of the capacity of the alx)riginal American. By

carefully comparing these, it will he seen, that not only in boldnc^ss

and cunning, but in all the nobler attributes of wisdom and gene-

rosity, the Indian mind has given evidence of a congenial soil.

These instances show that there arc intellects among the In-

dians, not only capable of civilization, but eminently qualified for the

civil state. One or more such men would be found in every tribe,

who, perceiving that the war-path was no longer the road to dis-

tinction, would aim at acquiring superiority through some other

avenue. The season for political competition not having yet arrived,

the only moans of distinction would be wealth ; and the glory of

accumulating the bloody trophies of the battle-field, would be ex-

changed for the boast of broad fields and numerous herds. The

few, possessed of prudence and foresight, or desiring eminence,

would see at once the advantages of agriculture, and would become

farmers. The example would be salutary, and one after another

would desire to possess the comforts and the independence which

crown the labors of the husl)andman. The best and most in-

fluential men would be the first to lead the way in thi.s reformation

;


