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TuB CANADA LUSMBERMAN is published in the interest of the
lumber trade and of allied fndustries throughout the Domimon
belng the only representative in Canada of this retios, Lratih of
the cominerc-. of this country. It aims at guving {(uil and timely
tnformatior on all subjects touching these interests, discussing
thesc topics editorially and inviting free discussion of them by others

Espechal palns are taken to secure the latest and most trustworihy
market quotations from various points throughout the world, so as
to afford to the trade 1n Canada infurmativn upon which it can rely
in its operations.

Special correspondents in locallties of importance present accur-
ate report rot only of prices and the condition of the market, but
also of other matters specially interesting to our readers.  But cor-
respondence is not only welcome but 1s invited trom all who have
any information tocommumicate ot subjects to discuss redating tu the
trade or inany way cffecting it. Even when we may not be able to
agree with the writers we will give them a fair opportunity for free
discussion as the bast means of cliciting the truth. Any items of
interest are particularly requested, for even i not of great import-
ance individually, they contribute to a fund of information from
which general results are obtained.

Advertisers will receive careful attention and hiberal treatment.
We need not point out that for many the CANALA LLUMHERMAN
with its special class of readers i3 not unly an exceptivnally goud
wedium for securing publicity, but is indispensable for those who
would bring themselves before the notice of that clase  Special at-
tention Is directedto ** WANTED " and “ FOR SALFE " advertisements
which will be inserted in a conspicious position at the uniforn vrice
of ten cents per line for cach insertion.  Annvuncements ot this
character will be subject to a discount of 23 per cent. if ordered for
three successive issues or longer.

Subscribers will find the small amount they pay for the CANADA
LUMBERMAN quite insignificant as compared with its value to themn.
There 18 not an individual in the trade, or spectally interested in 1z,
who should not be on our list, thus obtaining the present benetit
and aiding and encouraging us to render it even more complete.

THE new Joggins raft will be constructed on the same plan
as the last one, but all the bottom and lower side logs will be
carefully peeled of their bark, in order 1o render resistance 10
the water as small as poss.ble.  The 21, 300 sticks of which the
late raft was composed were sold before the breaking up was
completed.

ACCORDING to the Algoma Adzocate the coming season pro-
mises to be ons of the most important in lumbering circles that
has been for many years. Besides the firms that have hercto-
fore operated there will be numerous others on a smaller scale.
Altogether it may safely be stated that within the neighborhood
of the village of Thessalen there will not be far short of 1,000
men employed.  Wages also promise to be a little higher than
previous seasons, and a lively winter may be anticipated.

THE Northuwestern Lumberman pokes fun at Mr. Wilham
Little, of Montreal, who five years ago published an arucle in
Forestry, London, in which he prophesicd that if the reckless
and wanton rateof cutting were kept up, the United States
would be denuded of \White Pine in seven years.  Mzr. Litle,
no doubt, greatly underestimated the quantity of pine lumber
in existence, but his warmng was not uncalled fur, and though
the seven years should stretch to fifty, or even a century, waste
should be careflully avoided.

A NUMBER of Saginaw, Mich., lumber manufacturers have
large interests in the Georgian Bay district, and from their
actions it is evident that they anticipate the passage of the
Mills bil}, or clse helieve it possible 10 pay an export duty of
$2 per thousand on their logs and still have successful financial
results.  The purchase of a large block of pine lumber on
Fitzwilliams Island by the Saginaw Lumber & Salt Company
possesses significance in this direction and emphasizes the fact
that eastern Michican lumlixrmen are intensely interested 1n
the question ot Canadian timber, no matter what legislation
may or may not be passed.

‘
:
|
]
i
l
|
|
|
|
i

MEARLY all of the largest of the Spruce trees that unce
occupied the valley of the St John in New Brunswick, up to
the mouth of the Aroostook, have ether been cut down or
destroyed by fire, end encept a few limited areas, the large
trees of that species are now confined to the upper waters of
the St. John, in Yuelee and Maine.  The largest spruce trees
on this niver are to be met with on the tnbutanes of Lake
Tenuscouata, Quebec, which s skurted by the River du Loup
ratlway, connecung the Mew Brunswich with ihe Intercolunial
railway.

THE Omaha Aepudlican 1s sadly esercised about where the
ralway ties are now to come from.  The Southern Pacitic
railway company want 3,000,000 badly, but they cannot be
got just now. Ties have gone up and 40 cents apiece are
charged for good redwood, and the company cannot get them
fast enough atthat.  The enurmous mileage of railways requires
an ammense number of ties fur renewats, cunstrucuiun of feel
ers, sidings, ete. A Michigan lumberman asserts that there is
now more imber dying beneath the sron rasls than was to be
found twenty-tive sears ago in the construction of all the
houses.  No pracucable substitute for woud for ties has been
proposcd.  Iron or steet cannot be wsed with safety, as s lack
of elasticity wears out the rolling stock 1n a very short time,

W RITERS 11 some of the United States lumber journals have
been boasting of rafts of timber which largely exceed in bulk
the fist Joggins, or O'Leary, *“ timber ship,” and declaring
that the method used in that raft will never become general on
the lakes. The ditference an the circumstances has evidently
not been taken into account.  While such a structure as the
Joggins raft wauld be an utter alsurdity on the lakes, the
western methods would be an imposibiity on the Atanuc
coast. A less sulntantial structuse wodld nut answer for the
tnp from the Bay of Fundy to New York, and the cost, enor-
mous though 1t be, 15 very small in companson with the only
other methods of transportation between the same places. As
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a successful eapeniment 1n a new directiun, the invention of

Mr. Kobertson 1s entitled to all the comment bestuned on it.

UN1TeED STATES Consul Hotchkiss, of Otawa, has made a

. reportt to the State department at Washington on the ltmber

industry of the Ottawa Valley, in which he comes 10 the con-
clusion that admitting lumber free at the present time would
not materially benefit the American consumer by cheapening
prices. The timber forests of Canada are not sold outright to
individual purchasers as in the States, but are leased by the
Provincial Governments for a limited term, by public auction,
under certain conditions and regulations.  Timber licenses are
granted, and a regular tarift of dues exacted.  C:l. Hotchkiss
argues that the remission of the duty of $2 would simply en-
able Canadians to lay down their lumber at that amount less
per M. and obtain for it precisely what the Americans wounld.
This advantage to the Canadian manufacturer. he thinks, would
be brief, as the local governments would raise the licenses
sufficiently to absorh that $2 inte the Provincial treasuries.
Making lumber free, he says, would nut greatly increase the
exputt of logs, Lecause they would be, tu a large extent, man
ufactured into lumber at the place of growth.

It would appear that the majonity of Amesican lumbermen

; and dealcrs believe, or affect to beheve, that the importation

of Canadian lumber duty free into the Lnterld States would
not affect to any appreciable extent the price of lumber. There
are some, however, who believe that of the policy of retabation
indicated 10 the President’s message be adopted, higher prices
for lumber are sure 10 llow.  One such individual said to a
representatwe of the Trutberman. * {f Grover Cleveland witl
just cut off the Canadian shipments of lumber atonce, without
more ado, lumber will advance $2.50 per thousand all around.
The lumber imported from Canada last year—700,000,000 {t.
—amounted to one-cleventh the entire product of the three
lumber producing states, and if this supply was cut off, prices
would advance, most naturally.” That of coursc is the view
of onc interested solely in American timber and his belief is no
doubt shaped by his wishes, as an advance of $2.50 all round
might mcan a Wug thing to him. At present prices are steady,

with a sluwly advancing tendency, a much more healthy con-
ditton, than sudden Huctuations, which, while they may bring
wealth to individuals, have a tendency to demoralize the trade,

Y EARS ago the pane lumhcr market was asuncertain as Wall
Street, and vperations in gane as much of a speculation almost
as dealings in a buchet shup.  Fur the last year or two, how-
ever, the fluctuations 1 | tices have been larely perceptible,
and handlers of pane, un tlus continent at least, cuntent them
selves with a narrow margin of profit, the very existence of
which 1s dependent upon careful manipulation of their business.
In 1879 8o the sudden rise of from $6 to $8 or $10 per M. for
ordinary dimensions made dealers grow dizzy with excitement,
and many merchants were suddenly enriched  Such an occur-
rence is nut, however, likely tu again happen.  The great
benefit to the lumber business of the steadiness of prices is that
it makes it safe. A man investing in lumber is reasonably
securc against sudden ur great luss by a decline in price  He
may not Le able tu make an extraordinary interest on his
investment, but of he be a goud Lusiness man he ruas little risk
of rutnous failure.  There is only one contingency that may
lead to anuther perivd of unsettled and fluctuating prices. The
eftect of the tivalry f Suuthern pine has not as yet beea fore
told, but of there should be a great rush of Nostheen enterprise
and capital in the lumber manufacturing business in the South,
it might cause an cxeessive output that would tend to lower
the prices of Northern and Canadian vine,

THE commanly received idea that Manitata and the North-
west territories consist of 1ast treeless plaine is not altogether
a correct une.  In previous articles we have alluded to the
great spruce forests surrounding  Lake Winnipeg, from which
this year not less than 9,000,000 feet of lnmber will be taken.
This area is capable of great develapment, and in the near
future wall supply a vast amount of lumber, uot only to Mani-
toba but 10 the Western States.  Another heavily timbered
district surrounds the Lake of the “Woods, where since the
construction af the C P R no less than six mills have been
putan vperation.  These mills supply not only Winnipeg bt
the entire country as far west as Regina, and this summer the
trade has been very active.  About seven mills operate on
Lake Winnipeg, the fargest being that of the Sclkirk Lumber
Company. West of Regina the lumber 1s supplied Ly millsat
Calgary, which is the centre of a considerable tlumber industey.
Calgary 1s the headquarters of the Bow River, Eau Claire and
Calgary lumber companies, whichall have mills along the Bow
River. Small mills operate at various points in Manitoba to
supply local wants, but the timber is inferior for building pur-
poses, consisting mainly of poplar and scrub oak.  But in the
northern portion of the province, as well as in Afberta and
Saskatchewan, large areas are covered with timber and saw
milis have been erected at the mostimportant points.  In this
connection it may be stated ~a timber has been imported into
the * prairie province ™’ fror.  « States for four or five years.

STATISIILIANS 53y, and statisticians are sumelimes right,
that every five days oo the year an arca of land equal to the
state of Rhude Ldand s shurn of its trees on the United States,
oT 30,570,000 acres a year, the timber un 500,000 of which is
required for railroad ties alone.  We do not know swhat the
Canadian figures are, but s we supply one eleventh of *he
American miarhets, besides our Furopean exparts and home
consumptivn, the area denwled in the Damininn must be
pretty eatensive.  Our timber resources are prerty well known,
and there are not now many large tracts of timbered lands o
be discovered.  Attentinn, however, is being directed, as
mentioned in our {ast issue, to the spruce and tamarack belt
of Lake Winnipeg. In time, with the improvement of navi-
gation on the Red nver of the nosth, the products of these
forests will be <vezedingly valuable, not anly for Manitola,
but for the Amcrican northwest.  Tamarack is especially
adapted for use as rritroad ties, and Prof. Sargent says of it
that it is the most elastic wood that grows, and the supply of
it in these timber belts isalmost limitless.  The railroad mile-
age of the northwest is something enormous. VMichigan, Minne-
sota, Wisconsin, and the tesritory of Dakota having about 20,-
000 miles of railroads at this time, and this mileage is increasing
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