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war must retain its place beside death sa a vital and essontial
part of the economy ot God. The Lord of Hoso lias, made right. î
OOUBflO5S the path to victory. In the crash of conflict, in the
horrors of battiefielda piled with the dead, the dying, and the

ouded, a vast ethical intention bas stili prevalled. Not neces-
sarily in any given «»s, but abaolutely certainly ini the majority
of cases, the triumph of the victor lias been the triumph of the
nobler soul of ipan. Thougli to this ruie history may furnish a
thousand exceptions; though in history war hiaî been made a
thousand times over the instrument of cruel oppression and of
diabolical wronig, yet in that great mnajority of instances whiehC
determinea general resuit the issue of war hps made for the ethi-
cal advantage of mankind. It muet have been s0; it could flot .

be otherwise, because ethical quality hias tended always to
produce military efflciency. With true insight, therefore, did '

Tennyson write of "The Battle.Thunder of God." He lias made -

of war His instrument. wherewith to subdue nations wha have -l
broken Hia laws, but those who would read the processes of
R is courts in the ages of the past muet take for their study, i
not generations, but centuries, and groupe of centuries. They '

muet survey the tinxe as from a mountain eumxnit, and then in À *

* the vaet horizon they can disceru the fiashing of Hie lightning
and hear the rolling of that thunder of which the discharge lias
purified, from epocli to epocli, the atmosphere of the werld.

But to those whom the exceptions to thie law of God appal;-
to those who can see in former conflict only confusion and pur. f
poselees slaughter and evil often triumphant over good-to ,.
these the contemplation of the breeent working of the same law
among xnankcind, as mankind now is, may well bring comfort and Î- '1
.4smuagng hope. For, as always with great sequences of causee

and effect, the vaster the scale the plainer the connection. As .

humnanity gathers itself into larger divisions, the instances in
which in war the unrigliteous smite down the rigliteous muet
tend ever to become rarer and yet more rpre. A sxnall people,.
a State of limited citent and insignificant resources, even thougli.: Yh
of higli military effloiency, muet always have been exposed to
overthrow by overwhelming numbers in a conflict with sme
greater foe or coalition of foee, even thougli these were of in..-
ferior military virtue to ite own. But if in place of a small t.*
people we have a great one, and, instead of a littie State, one of
wide citent and immense resources, and if the people of this State.
possess military virtue of a high kind, then it is manifeat that the.
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