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reliability of tradition. A number of the first settlers
were persons who had naturally sought refuge in the
vicinity of Fort Niagara and other border forts, then in
the possession of England, from the relentless persecution
that was waged against British sympathizers intending
to return home when peace was concluded, as they fully
expected it would be, in favor of Britain; but, finding
the result to be contrary to their expectations, they

crossed the border and took up land on the Canadian

side. Colonel Butler and his Rangers were granted a
large tract of land in the vicinity of what is now the
| town of Niagara.
The first settlers were a mixed stock of English, Irish,
I Scoteh and German, many of whose ancestors had settled
§ in the United States, then British territory, a century
’ .j or more previous, some of them probably coming to
} America on the Mayflower,in 1620. This class of settlers,
Tl who came mostly from New York, New Jersey and
‘I‘"‘r Pennsylvania, brought with them the customs, habits and ,
it style of living of their American forefathers. Being of
a Conservative type, they preferred a monarchical to a
‘ republican form of government. After these settlers
came a large number of Yankees, attracted by the fertile P
{ lands of Canada ; and, although they were not British in
‘ sentiment, many of them afterwards became loyal subjects
of the country, and fought for Britain in the War of




