
resolute determination to succeed, and he spared no pains, effort, or sacri
fice to fit himself thoroughly for the onerous duties of the office to which 
he had been appointed. Of its nature, importance, and far reaching re
sults, he had a distinct, vivid perception, and clearly realized and fully 
felt the responsibilities it imposed. He steadfastly prosecuted his work 
with a firm, inflexible will, unrelaxing tenacity of purpose, an amazing 
fertility of expedient, an exhaustless amount of information, a most wond
erful skill in adaptation, a matchless ability in unfolding and vindicating his 
plans, a rare adroitness in meeting and removing difficulties—great mod
eration in success, and indomitable perserverance under discouragement, 
calm patience when misapprehended, unflinching courage when opposed, 
—until he achieved the consummation of his wishes, the establishment of 
A System of Public Education second to none in its efficiency and adapta
tion to the condition and circumstances of the people. The system is a 
noble monument to the singleness of purpose, the unwavering devotion, 
the tireless energy, the eminent ability, and the administrative powers of 
Dr. Ryerson, and it will render his name a familiar word for many gener
ations in Canadian Schools and homes ; and place him high in the list of 
great men of other lands, distinguished in the same field of labour. His 
entire «administration of the Department of Public Instruction was patient 
and prudent, vigorous and vigilant, sagacious and successful. . . .

A prominent figure in Canadian history for three score years, actively 
and ceaselessly engaged in almost every department of patriotic and 
philanthropic, Christian and literary, enterprise, Dr. Ryerson was a strong 
tower in support or defence of every good chuse, and no such cause failed 
to secure the powerful aid of his advocacy by voice and pen. He was truly 
a catholic and ch.aritable spirit. Nothing human was alien to him. A 
friend of all good men, he enjoyed the confidence and esteem of all, even 
of those whose opinions or policy on public questions he felt constrained 
to refute or oppose. He commanded the respect, and secured the friend
ship of men of every rank, and creed, and party. None could better ap
preciate his ability and magnanimity than those who encountered him as 
an opponent, or were compelled to acknowledge him as victor. His con
victions were strong, his principles firm, his purposes resolute, and he 
could, and did maintain them, with chivalrous daring, against any and 
every assault. . . .

His intellectual powers, of a high order, admirably balanced, and invig
orated by a long and severe discipline, found their expression in word and 
work, by pulpit, pre^s, .and platform, in the achievements of self-denying, 
indefatigable industry, and in wise and lofty statesmanship.

His moral nature was elevated and pure He was generous, sympa
thetic, benovolent, faithful, trusting, and trustworthy. He rejoiced sin
cerely in the weal, and deeply felt the woes of others, and his ready hand 
obeyed the dictates of his loving, liberal heart.

His religious life was marked by humility, consistency, and cheerful
ness. The symplicity of his faith in advanced life was childlike, and sub
lime. His trust in God never faltered, and, at the end of his course, his 
hopes of eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, were radiant and 
triumphant.

Dr. Ryerson was truly a great man, endowed with grand qualities of 
mind and heart, which he consecrated to high and holy aims ; and though, 
in early life, and in his public career, beset with many difficulties, he 
heroically achieved for himself, among his own people, a most enviable 
renown. His work and his worth universally appreciated, his influence 
widely acknowledged, his services highly valued, his name a household 
word throughout the Dominion, and his memory a legacy and an inspira
tion to future generations. . . .

There can be but one opinion as to the eminent and valuable services 
he has rendered to his Country, as a laborious, celebrated pioneer preacher,


