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iinndrccl and twenty members arc about the uCial

uwwhcr undrr bis i?ijluc/icc* ; and therefore the pa-

tronage of Gibraltar m.ay be conjec^lnred to purchafc

ten votes in the market of St. Stephen's chapel f.

Though writers have prefumcd to fpecify the an-

nual charge of Gibraltar, an exact edimate cannot

poflibly be obtained. The public accounts are prc-

lented to parliament in a ftate of inextricable confu-

ijor.. Indeed their immenfe bulk would alone be

fufTicient to place them far beyond the reach of any

human comprehenfion. A fingle circumftance may
ferve to fliow the way in which parliamentary bufi-

nefs is commonly performed. A ftatule was pafled

and printed foitte years ago, containing three fuccef-

five references to the thirty-TiRSt day of November.
' For a foreign conteft, our government is moft

wretchedly adapted. In the war of 1756, Frederick,

that Shakefpeare of kings, fought and conquered five

different nations. In the courfe of his miraculous

campaigns, he neither added a fingle imp9ll, nor at-

tempted to borrow a lingle fhill'ing. At the fame

time our boafted Earl of Chatham was overwhelm-

ing this country with taxes, and contrading an

annual debt of fifteen or twenty millions Sterhng.

With a more de(lru6live miniftcr, no nation was e-

ver curfed. Yet this man we prefer to Sir Robert

Walpole, a flatcfman, whofe maxim it was to keep

us, if poflible, at peace with all the world.

* Wlien the vrhole ftreiigth of cacli party !• called forth, a

rniuority are commonly within an hundred voices of the minifter,

•Ahicli correi'ponds with tolerable accuracy to the computation in

the text, in the regency queftion, Mr. Pitt, with the whole

nation at his back, muftered only two hundred and fixty-nine

jnembers.

f In the Spanilh negociation in 1757, the Earl of Chatham

(tlien Mr. Pitt) propofed to cede Gibraltar to Spain, and again,

in 1761, he offeted it as ihe price of the Family CumpaR. Vide

f/jj Life^ in two large volumes juil publiflied. This propofal e-

vinces, that the lortrefs was not, in Mr. Pitt's opinion, of much

.mnortancc to Britain.
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