
wealthy iutemsted families, of paid agents who maintain a constant a_L,'ita-

tion,au(l u.seall nossihlo niode.sof inlluouciu;,' public ojjinion ; noverthcless

thoir r>ill has Ijcuh ivjoutiid in the House of Coiiiiiions, by four out of ei{,dit

parliaments, siuco the IHll was first intioducocl, the majority, by which
it lias pu sod in the oth«r four, having,' falhui from ;')2 to 41, while it

lias nerer passed a second readinj,' in the House of Lords. And it is to

1)0 observed that the promoters ot tlie Dill, in order to obtain even this

much success, have been oliliged to e.\clude Scotland from its operation.

And soFue few years a;^o Fo.\ Manle, (Loid Fanuure) w\u\\\ moving tor

this exclusion, said :
" This (jucstion, which he had undertaken to move,

was the only (piestion upon wjiich he could really say that he btjlii-vcil

Scotland was (i/m<i,^t anaiii)noii<s" It was found too, by information

obtained from all the Dioceses of the EstablisluMJ Church, and from the

Moderators of the Presbyterim Synods in Ireland, that the marriage

Avith a deceased wife's sister was generally rejirobaled in that part of the

United Kingdom Why then should we in this part of the E'ujiii'e dis-

regard the strong feeling still gtmerally existing in the Old ('ountry,

with which we are all moru or l(ss closely connected ? What is to be
gained by tins hasty exceptiena' legislation 1

if the marriages aro legalisiid liere, which are still ])rolubited in Eng-
land, serious incoHvynieiice mayiivi.se from the fact, that the descend'ints

of such marriages will be de|)rived of property to wiiich they would \*o

entitled if legitimate in Kuglan I, where they will be deemed dlegHimate,

notwithstanding the Colonial Legislation which may have induced their

parents or ancestors to contract a marriage not recognized by Kngli.sh law.

Believing the marriages n'entioned to be unscriptural, we should
argue that they ought not to bo legalized, even though apparently desir-

able, but W8 are also persuaded that it is decidedly inexpedient to allow

them. It is commonly argued that the Aunt is the most suital)le per.sou

to take charge of the motherless children, and for this very rea.son we
deprecate all legislation allowing tlie po.ssibility of marriage with the

Avidower. At present an unmarried sister may take the wife's ])lace in

the household, during illness, without giving any occasion for jealousy

or suspicion of any kind, and in case of d^atli she is hi hand consoling

the bereaved family, and jjiinistering to the children Hut make
marriage possible, and the wife, dying after a protracted illness, may be
harassed with the terrible suspicion that husband and sister having
\ ioome attached to one another during their long daily familiar intercourse,

are looking for her death ; and in any case the motherless children must be
deprived of the loving care of the unmarried aunt, at the very time when it

would be most valuable ; for if she is no longer to be regarded as the wid-

ower's own sister, she will shrink from the appearance of thrusting herself

upon him. Moreover, even if he be disposed to hiire her, and she is

willing to become his second wife, no one would advocate their union
until after the lapse of a decent period; and in the meantime she could
not with greater propriety be an inmate of the house than any other

young woman could be. The probability is Ihat, while a change in the

law would injuriously afifect the position of every wife's sister, with


