
Inundations [APRIL 30, 1889] at Montreal.

plans connected with the report. and great pity that so valuable a report should
without which the report itself would be not be printed, and the public should not
u.seless. get the benefit of it for the comparatively

trifling cost of having it printed.
HON. MR. O(ILVIE-I was at the firsti

meeting of this committee, an-d at the last HON. MR. VIDAL-What is the ques-
meeting, where il was brought up, and I tion before the House.
am perfectly satisfied that the majority of THE SPEAKER-The question before
the Committee. were not seized with the the House was the adoption of the report,importance of that report; they looked and the report was carried. But the leader
upon it purely and simply as a local of the House asked the indulgence of the
matter and dealt with it as such. There is Houseafterwards, that thereportshouldnot
not, however, a river from the Rocky be eonsidered as adopted. On that there
Mountains down to the (ulf where ice was a motion by the hon. gentleman from
jams take place that is not interested in Kennebec to refer the report back to the
that report. It is not very long snce we eommittee for reconsideration, and a sug-
heard of very serious floods and ice jamns gestion by the hon. gentleman from Mon-
up ln the western portion of Ontarlo, and tarville that it should be printed by the
the scientific part of this report applies.just Department of Public Works.
as much to any river mn the world as to the
St. Lawrence at Montreal. I am certain. HON. MR. VIDAL- Admitting the
had the members of the committee been idesirability of making this report public,
seized of' the importance of that report it by having a large number of copies
would have been ordered to be printed. printed and distributed, I contend that
I asked speciallv at the last meeting of the motion to refer the report back to the
the eommittee that [ attended if the next committee wiIl not accomplish that object.
meeting would be held on Tuesday morn- In the first place, as the hon. gentleman
ing instead of on Monday and so did the from Halifax has stated, if it be referred
hon. gentleman from Glengarry. and we balck to committee it must be with a posi-
had a promise that the committee would tive instruction to report in this direction,
not meet until Tuesday morning. I came because that committee, after being well
up here a day sooner than the Iouse met, attended, and after a full discussion of the
in order to be at that meeting, but I only matter, decided by a large majority that
knew on Tuesday morning that the meet- it was not expedient to have it printed,
ing had taken place on Monday. When and consequently the instruction would
the hon. gentleman from Hlalifax speaks need to be very specific, that it was not
of the report as having been brought up only to be reconsidered but it was to be
in the committee there was just a general printed. Then we have to consider that the
lauglh all round-if Montreal wants il, let Printing Committee is a joint comnitteo,
them have it; but I am quite sure that ifthe and not one under the absolutejurisdiction
committee had been aware of the impor- of this Chamber. We d not know but at
tance of the document they would have this moment the report is adopted in the
recommended it to be printed. I hope other House, and vhat would be our
the House will have the good sense to position if we were to direct the report
vote for the motion of my hon. friend from to be sent back to the committee? If it
Kenneb'ec, and have this portion of the has been adopted alrea(ly by the other
report referred back to the committee for braneh of Parliament would it be possible
reconsideration. to get that committee to meet again and

present a report at this very late pe riod
1oN. MR. MACINNES (Burlington)-J of the Session; consequently, those gent le-

quite agree with the hon. gentleman from men who are anxious to have this matter
Kennebec when he says that this report printed are taking the wrong course to
is not merely a report fron Montreal, but atta-in that object. The proposition of the
contains information of importance for hon. gentleman from Montarville would
every part of the Dominion. I am iniformed secure the publication of it, and secure it,
that the cost of obtaining this report has as the hon. gentleman from Halifax has
been something like $20,000. It is a said, by the right party-that is, the
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