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Solicitor General would agree to defer a final decision on the
matter.

As the Minister has previously stated, the post-secondary
educational programs were good programs-he agrees with the
Hon. Member-and the inmate students did benefit from
them. But they have also proven to be too expensive to main-
tain. The programs cost $3,500 per inmate per year and 232
inmates or 2.3 percent of the inmate population are involved in
them. As you know, Mr. Speaker, these are times of economic
restraint and the Correctional Services of Canada must also
exercisc restraint. Cancelling these programs will mean savings
of $541,428 in 1983-84, and $744,062 in 1984-85, for a total
saving of $1 ,285,490 in 1982-83 dollars.
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Although funding for post-secondary programs has been cut,
inmates will be able to continue taking correspondence courses
at their own time and expense. 1 hope these inmates will also
rely on group meetings and self-help as learning methods. The
service is undertaking to explore alternative sources of funding
post-secondary educational programs. This could include
grants from private foundations, boans, bursaries and scholar-
ships for current students who might qualify.

The service will also continue to enhance primary education
training, to raise the base level of literacy and to focus greater
attention toward functionally illiterate inmates. Approximately
66 per cent of the CSC inmate population has an education of
less than grade ten; of these about 18 per cent are funictional
illiterates.

As the Solicitor General said on ianuary 24, he believes that
the federal Government has a responsibility to rehabilitate
offenders who are behind bars. We will continue to exereise
that responsibility, but when programs across the country are
being eut back for people who are not in prison, inmates and
others who support inmates have to understand that restraint
also has to be applied within the correctional service. Accord-
ingly, the Minister is not prepared to defer his decision.

Finally, even though this funding is being cnt. the Solicitor
General believes that the inmates who have been benefiting
from the programs will have the initiative to find other ways
within our system to achieve a higher education.

FORESTRY INQUIRY RESP[-CTING GOVERNMFNT PROGRAMIS
AND POt ICI ES

Mr. Lyle S. Kristiansen (Kootenay West): Mr. Speaker, on
October 27, 1982, 1 directed a question to the N'inister of
State for Economic Development (Mr. Johnston) regarding
what plans the Government may have had for assisting unem-
ployed people in the forest industry across the country, par-
ticularly action in terms of assisting both employees and the
industry in which they nnrmally work. I asked what proposais
they were putting together to ensure that more of those people
could be employed constructively during the spring just
imnediately ahead of us. The answer from the Minister at that
time was most inadequate and very generalized. 1 hope this

evening we may have somne cîcarer ansxiers as to just what is
taking place.

Under the Emplovment Bridgping Assistance Program, we
have had a series of problenîs. I knoxi the Governmient is aware
of these problems and has mnade somne attemipts to resolve
thcm, and I refer to people bcîng dropped fromi the UIC rolls
as they enter EBAP. Sometirnes their bcncfits are rnysteriously
stopped, as was the case for many last Decemnber, and are
restarted after they have been cnrolled in the program. This is
causing some demoraization on the p,!rI ol' inany unemiployed
forestry workcrs who werc hoping to mnake contributions, flot
only to themselves but to thc lon'-teirm wcllare of' their own
industry. Why get off UIC xxith a rcgular cheque and go to
something more constructiie if onc ends up sî ilh no incoine at
aIl? They also have their lamilies' intere'.ts to look after.

In my oxin constitucncy the S,îlmro Woî kers F-'mploynment
Society xias formcd. lIn tact, tl xas the first prograrn under
EBAP in the forcxt industr\ in British Columbia. Over thc
past fe\w rnonths they have developcd a considerable atnount of
expertise, with the continuai cmnploy ment, on a revolving basis,
of some 50 unemployed woodxxorkers in a xariety of pro.icts.
What they arc concernied about now and I suspect this will
happen in niany similar programs across the country -is that
as their benefits expire thev xxili no longer be eliîgiblc to stay on
the program. While we have (alkcd about N I ID as a separate
programn to be utili7cd by people .,iho mun oui of U W( benefits,
we necd a better system of integration ,ý i liat w, do flot lose
the potential worth andl expertise these people havc gaincd
through some of the xiorth-whilc programns which hav e been
conducted.

Iinfortunatcly. in ternis of' numnbers. wie soil) hasc a problemi
There is still a problcmr iii tha t wiîle there is an intcreasing
enîphasis by tlîe fedet ai Gos crnmienît on e.1ýiiîunL inxoled in
some of the reforestation and lorest managemient arcas.
reeently the provincial (iovernmient, ai es in British
Columbia, cancellc and xiiped ont ils long-term forest ian-
agement programn. despite the fact that ihiere Is anexi forest
subsidiary agreement betxiccn thc federal (jovertnment and
that Province. H-oxi do xie -uarantee in both situations that xie
corne ont of' the duxintuin \ i tI a strongur reson rce hase for the
industry than we have had in thc past, inîstead o) niakin iîg
worse as is now happening ýit h nm ns coilîpan les Irs ilÉ Io
highgrade the little t imber xi c hax'e IcI t i n saIe I our a rcas"
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M'r. Jesse P. Fias (1>arliamcentarv SecretarN, to Ninister of
Transport): Mr- Speaker. tic lion. Meniber has made a
statement that the Emiplox iei Bridiging Asistance Progrnm
has created only 15 per cent of' the pro-jectcd 10,000 jobs. 1 amn
pleased that lic has gîven nie the opportuiîit\ of correct ing lus
statement on belialf of the Parliamientary Secrctary t0 the
Minister of the Enx'ironmnn (\Ir. I thier).

The Programi has not yet rii a full ýear but alrcady il has
produccd more than 5,000 jobs iii the Iorestry sctor. Across
the country sic have approved 9,3~00 potetitial positions.
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