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Some hon. Members: Question.

@ (2050)

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the

motion?

Some hon. Members: Yes.

Mr. Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): No.

Mr. Speaker: Those in favour, please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: Those opposed, please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.
And more than five members having risen:

Mr. Speaker: Call in the members.
The House divided on the motion (Mr. Lang) which was

agreed to on the following division:
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Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion carried. Accordingly,
the bill stands referred to the Standing Committee on
Justice and Legal Affairs.

Bill read the second time and referred to Standing
Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs.

SALARIES ACT

AMENDMENT TO INCREASE SALARIES OF LIEUTENANT
GOVERNORS

Hon. Mitchell Sharp (President of the Privy Council)
moved that Bill C-24, to amend the Salaries Act, be read
the second time and referred to the Standing Committee
on Miscellaneous Estimates.

Mr. Speaker: It is the pleasure of the House to adopt the
said motion?

Some hon. Members: Carried.
Mr. Sharp: Mr. Speaker—
Some hon. Members: Filibuster.

Mr. Sharp: —the purpose of this bill is to recognize the
continuing importance in our constitutional system of the
functions discharged by lieutenant governors of the prov-
inces by raising their salaries to a more appropriate level
and at the same time to remove the differences that now
prevail.

One of the legacies of history in connection with this
ancient and honourable institution is that salaries were
permitted to vary from province to province in accordance
with such factors as population differences and the bur-
dens of office arising therefrom.

In fact all provinces are equal in a constitutional sense
and the functions of a lieutenant governor in one province
are, for constitutional purposes, as important as those in
any other province; the differences in burdens of office
arising from such factors as variations in population
should be recognized in other ways.

Lieutenant governors’ salaries now range from a high of
$20,000 in Ontario and Quebec to a low of $16,000 in Prince
Edward Island.

This bill proposes that lieutenant governors’ salaries in
each of the ten provinces be fixed at $35,000, which
appears, in the light of other responsible public functions
and the salaries attached to them, to constitute reasonable
remuneration, and at the same time applies the principle
of uniformity to which I have already referred.



