
COMMONS
Parliamentart, Assistants

LABOUR CONDITIONS

MEASURES TO RELIEVE MAN-POWER SITUATION

ON FARMS

On the orders of the day:

Mr. J. S. ROY (Gaspe): Mr. Speaker, I
would like to ask the Minister of Labour a
question on a very i mportant and urgent
mnatter. I have received many complaints
that the sons and employees of farmers are
being called up at this time rigbt in the midst
of the sowving season. Public opinion seems te
be alarmod over thiq. I hcld in my band the
Financial Post of May 29, wbich complains of
this state of tbings and asks if postpenements
could nlot be granted te the sons and employees
of farmers until the sowing seat-on is over.

Hon. HUMPHREY MITCHELL (Minister
cf Labour) : If my hon. friend wîil furward to
me thie complaints lho has received 1 shàill
ho glati to look into them. I would say that

*the newspaper te which lie lias just referred
cannot, I think, be con'tidered an autbority
on call-ups under the selective service
programme.

PARLIAMENTARY ASSISTANTS

OPINION AS TO LEGAL STATUS

On the orders cf the d'îy:

Mr. CORDON GRAYDON <Leader of the
Opposition) : Mr. Speaker, I wvas rather hioping
that to-day the Minister cf Justice migbt
hiave an answer to the ques-tion which I
have propoinded te imi on one or two occa-
sions as to the swearing in cf the parliamentary
asitants. I hope hie is now in a position te
enligbten the bouse.

Hon. L. S. ST. LAU'RENT (Minister of
Justice> : I have had this question examined
by the law officers cf the department and was
informed by them that thev found ne provi-
sions, statutcry or otherwise, wlîich require
that the par-liamentariy" assistants to the
ininitetrs tak :ny additional uath beyond the
oath cf alleg-iance that they naturally teck
before they became members cf the bouse.
There is a provision in the t-tatutes under
wbiclb other persens thman those named cao
be required by the gox ernor in counicil te take,
in addition te the oath cf allegiance, an oatb
of secrecy. and the question whether or net
that would ho appropriate is still under
consideration.

Mr. GRAYDON: Have the parliamentary
ass-istants access te the secrets of cabinet
council, and are cabinet secrets discussed with
them? If they are. it seems to me that an
oath of secrecy should be taken. If they have

[Mr. Orerar.]

net that access, the position of parliamentary
assistant in relation te the cabinet generally
should he clarified.

Mr. St. LAURENT: I can assure the hon.
member that- up to the present time cabinet
secrets have nct been dit-cussed with the
parliamentary assistants. The question whether
ci' not they should take the oath of secrecy
se that it mighit be unobjectionable te discuss
w'itli theni certain matters; which ctherwise
would ho kept from them is still under
consideration.

Mvr. MacNICOL: That is fertunate, anyway.

WAR APPROPRIATION BILL

PLOvISIO-N FOR O[iANTII\O TO BIS MIAJESTY AID F0OR

NATIONAXL DEFENCE ANDO SECUItITY

The lîouse resumoti from Fridqx', 'May 28,
cont-i(loration in comiitee cf a resolution to
grant to bis majesty certain sums cf money
for the carrYing out of measures consequent
upon. the, e.xistence of rt state cf war-MNr.

Ihlc Mc.Bradette in the chair.

NATIONAL DEFENCE

The CH tIRM XN: Me tire on item 4,
dealingý witb the construction. purchase,
repairs and, operating expen-es cf properties.

Mr. GREEN:Mr Chairmîan, this, item is
for 8109,401.172. That is an iocre.wc of about
S'35.000.000 over the ottimatel expenditiire for
1912-43. In the break-dow n t liat wtt- gîî ru
on Mtrch 3 cf this ycar. whlicb IXilI ho foiind
at page 920 cf Jlottsaru, ii is shown that
S62,7S0AS2 cf thi- amnount is for capital
expenditure. The balance is for repaîrs,
operating expense- andi rentais. Will the
miinister tell us w hat provisiîon it- made for
cbieckicg the plans cf the varions new army
buildings before thcy are but? Foi' exemple.
is tîtere any auilhority wlho decides whlut type
the construction sliall ho. haviog in îoiind tHie
cost? Is tiiere an 'cuen iho delecs lîow large
the building shalh be? Jtitt w bat check~ is
the-re on this cons-trucîtion'? I ment ion îbet-e
points becaut-e to tliose ixho sec îlîese buildi-
ings- going up miany cf themn appear to be
cf sucl cons-truction ant imatciel that tbey
,woulul last for fifty or a lbundred years. and
accordingly muîst cost much more than a
temporaîy building would. Yct ivo ail kncw
that tlîey will heocf no us-e et all after
the w'er. In many cases tliere bas been
tremendous xvaste. Leading mon in the con-
struction business have come to me and saiti.
"It is aIl money in mir pockets to put iip
these huge permanent or scmi-permanent
buildings, but it is a terrifie w'aste cf public
money, andi we tbink some care shoulti be


