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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

OTTAWA - CANADA

FOR ItIhiEDIATE RELEASE

T1[URSDAY'DECEI4BER 6 9 1956 .

THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ANNOUNCED TODAY' THAT, SUBJF.CT

TO -PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL l A-C .ANADIAN CONTRIBUTION OF AN AMOUt,*f

OF g34f400j000 .WILL BE MADE IN THE FISCAL .YEAR 1957-58 TO : ASSIST

COUNTRIES IN., SOUTK AND .SOUTH°-EAST ASIA PARTICIPATING -IN- THE COLOMBO
- , . . .

PLAN *A ;SIMILAR AMOUNT FOR ASSISTANCE T0,°COLOMBO PLAN COUNTRIES HA S

BEEN ;MADE AVAILABLE DURING THE PRESEN'î FISCAL YEAR : 1956-57 . THIS

t1II.L MEAN=:THAT SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE COL0 MB0 PLAN IN 195 0; . ,

CANADA WILL HAVE CONTRIBUTED . BY,MARCH 31 ~1958 A TOTAL OF $ 193, 800 900 0

TO . THE ,COLOMBO ; PLAN . .

AS • IN,, THE,, PAST9 CANADA'S 1957° 58 CONTRIBUTION WILL - CONTINUE TO

ASSIST._ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS wN INDIAl PAKISTAN AND CEYLON*

PART=:OF,'THE-CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION WILL ALSO BE DEVOTED TO ECONOMIC

DEVELOPfIENT;°-PP,OJECTS- IN OTHER MEMBER t:OUNTRÎES . IN .ADDITION TO

THE CAPITAL -AID,-PROVIDED , A PERCENTACE OF THE MONEY t-1ILL BE DEVOTED.

TO• THE ;T£CHNICAL- ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME .

4 CANADIAN ASSISTANCE UNDER THE COLOhfF>O PLAN HAS BEEN TO A LARG E

EXTENT CONCENTRATED ON POWER DEVELOPt•iF :NTS , ON'--BUILDING UP TRANSPORT
; . .. _ -

AND COMIMUNICATION SYSTEMS AND O N SURVEYS OF NATURAL RESOURLES .

THE C0L0MB0 PLAN ORIGINA TED AT A HEE:TI NG OF COtT10N ►•JEALTH FOREIGN'

MINISTERS IN JANUARY 1950 AT COLOMBO, CEYLON• FROM THE FIRST ;► HOt+JEVER9

IT WAS ENVISAGED THAT COUNTRIES OUTSIIE THE COMMONUEALTH WOULD

.PARTICIPATE . TODAY7 MEMBERSHIP IN THE COLOMBO PLAN CONSISTS OF THE

COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES-AUSTRALIA , CAt1 P.DA , CEYLON , IND IA , NE W ZEALAND s

AND SINGAPORF:) - AND ALSO I3UfiMAp CAtfI3CTIA I INDONESIAj JAPAN j LAOS ,

FAKISTAN j THE UNITED KINGDOi•f (TOGETi{EF WITH MALAYAy BRITISH PORI3E0

.

tiEPAL9 THE PHILLIPINES p TNAILANDi THE UtiITED STATES AND VIETNAPl ., ..


