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Limits and limitations

This paper is a survey based on an intense but brief period of investigation. It deals with
an exploding universe of activity in a vast nation more than three times the population of
Canada. It's findings are therefore initial, general and more tentative than might be the
result of a more thorough study, such as the three-year effort being undertaken currently
as part of the Johns Hopkins Institute of Policy Studies.

A note on some of the current studies of civil society under way in Mexico or by the aegis
of multilateral bodies and foreign foundations is found in Appendix I.

The paper does not claim to represent the opinions or policy recommendations of
Canadian civil society organizations or philanthropic bodies engaged with Mexico,
although its findings might gontribute or spark such a policy concensus.

The paper is written during a pre-electoral period of debate, change and unpredictability in
Mexico. As the development of civil society in a process of democratization is politically
conditioned, the conclusions should be reviewed in the light of the balance of forces and
responses which emerge from the July 6 mid-term elections. :

The author is prepared to comment on possible next steps, in the light of the findings and
recommendations of the current essay.

The author is grateful for all the advice and assistance received, however, the conclusions
and recommendations, the strengths and the weaknesses of the paper are his own.



