
The Canadian Forum on Southeastem Europe works closely with embassies of the
region, including those of Greeoe and Turkey. Among its associated partners are: the
Association of Canadian Community CoBleges, the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development, the Canadian International Development Agency, the Delegation of the
European Commission to Canada, the Department of Foreign Affairs and International
Trade, and the Parliamentary Centre of Canada.

The international conference "Southeastemn Europe: Moving Forwarcf' gathered over 150
scholars, diplomats, govemment officiais, NGO representatives, business people and
students at Lord Elgin Hotel, on January 23 and 24, 2003. The conference was
organized around five panels and included speakers from the Govemment of Canada,
the Delegation of the European Commission in Ottawa, the Presidency of the European
Union and the govemnments of participating embassies. In addition, it included
participation of Ieading Canadian experts on Southeastemn Europe.

SUMMARY 0F PROCEEDINGS

The objective of the conference was to identify and analyz. current political and
economic trends wlth the goal of drawlng attention to positive achievements,
cooperativo efforts and current challenges, as Southeastemn Europe entera a new
phase of development which should brlng lmproved prospects for political and
economic development~ and a more conducive envlronmient for business actlvlty.

Perspectives lrom the. Govemment o! Canada

"Now there is real, tangible hope for progress. We've clearly tumned a corner," said Paul
Dubois, Assistant Deputy Minister for Europe, Departmient of Foreign Affairs and
IntermatinnaI Trade of Canada. refemrna to the countries of Southeastemn Europe. He


