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Good Heazlth in a Healthy Society

¢ These, then, are some of the highlights,.of Caneada's
National’' Health Programme.:: By any standard;.publiec/ health
achievements in this country merit respect. -But.ther ..y
steady and responsible progress of our health plans, tekes
on added significance when considered:; against: the sombne;
background of a world in turmoil.

' And that brings me buck to what: I said.at the out-
~set: of these remarks about the relation between what we are
doing for: the health of our people and our efforts, to, build
a healthier, more peaceful world.:  There can be mo;guestion 3
that concern for the health of the individual: is oneiof the
surest marks of a humane and enlightened ‘society. . Just as
.surely, the subjugation of individual welfare is one of the
first signs of tyranny. Perhaps I might be permitted to
recall the words I used a year ago in speaking to the annual
meeting of this Association in Winnipeg: s

" "In societies that themselves -are sick, ;
the health of the individual ‘is of little account.
In any conflict of interest that develops between
the state and its members, the state comes always
first. That is one reason why Communism can | )
sometimes conquer but can never convince those
nourished in the warm humanity of the eivilization
0of the Western World." . al L voLe

- Toddy , ‘we stand impatient on the threshold of
many promising opportunities to enlarge the enjoyment of
life, to restrict disease and to reinforce health -- not
only here in Canada but in less fortunate lands that
because of hunger, poverty and disease, lag generations and
centuries behind the common forward march cof humanity,

(217 But all our progress isythreatenéd i

present possibility of world conflict. wn.an:yrg?:egv:g
invest time, talent, and productiveuenergy.in:building up
our defences to safeguard nationsgl security. Through
patient international negotiation at the United Nations, we
are working in good faith to provide a better world in
which men and nations can walk together in frdendliness and
self-respect. ' But I say-to you today -that nothing serves
more to strengthen our way of life ‘nnﬂv:ton‘siva heart to our
own people ‘and ‘faith to those in other lands than
humanitarian efforts to further the cause of human health
andgzgﬁgﬂpg;ng,mnpt tqn,ourselvea«alone‘hutvnor«all
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