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in fouinding td i buAcadesny of nvri
grade, is stuidents ale to pass the MI. A. teie
of (;Iasi? , 1\~s:x iuSetaid

Rev. Dr. Iao.GreLýor, the tli-st of a distiingiii>hod
hile, a youlig scion of vhich. as .1a mlcl >ur >t1'r
ProvincîaI Go\'-ernî:nen t, is responisib)le fo'r*t vrv
substantial stimuitlus to this celet)ratioll.

lie had timie to uitilize the press; and hle dd it
effectivelv even inito coul roversial literatuire. île
taught ail subjects mwheun csav the iiicient
languages, logic, mental philosophy, and \wh1t
was then known,-i as ilati ralb phi lostophvN. C hemnist ry
and phvsics were expouin(ed \%ith a fluer equîpmi)iieit
of apparatus than is vet show~n in sonie of ouir
universities. Splenididl,,iv mou nted collections of
minerais, plants and birds würe mnade under lus
ou-n direction, excelling some in our colleges tdv
In fact, the great French ornitholog-iestidtihon
who then visited Anerica found the Picîoul
collection the best ini Arnerica. None of his
successors even with more a;d couId (do what lie
had done; and of his contemporaries none hiad
either the genius or the working energy.

He could not, however, prevail over sectarian
prejudice; and the Pictou Acaderny neyer b-ecaine'
the desired undenominational university of Nova
Scotia. Finally he was transplanted into the then
uncongenial climate of Halifax, where lie passed
away, leaving behind in Dalhousie College the
living roots which have since dev-eloped into the
great Provincial University of today.

But his spirit was also at wvork in those living
around the old Pictou Academy. Jotharn Blan-
chard was a pioneer in representative and rsxl
sible governient. The Mechanic Institute devel-
oped in the generation folIowing him men like
Sir John William Dawson, Rev. Dr. G. MI. Grant,
Rev. Principal Gordon.

Public lectures in science used to be given b>'
lavmen in the generation following. illustrated
more brilliantly by experiments than most of the
university extension courses of today. J. 1). B.
Fraser in Chemistry, Hepbuirn in hydraulics and
accustics, Dickson, Fogo, Ross, Primrose and
J ohnstone, are names 1 used to hear mentionc.d
in literature, law, economics and science. I n
no part of the Province then or since has so learned
a body of professionial and laymen enjoyed suchi
studies and their exposition to the public. Later
CStley and jack were succeeded by Bayne and i

NlakenîeIiili e :N.îdeny, when it took a w
dea - o life a, one of the County Acadernm1W

ler cbert ByvreCeived icave ofaiasim
io coipt c is graduate course at DalhouoW.
anmd Aiubrc L.ippincott, onie of the younu.auc
looking gradum.itvs of the Uiniversity held sway, IJï
Mayî of IS67, I e:îtered the Academy for a dsot,
terni. \h ai te.wcher in one of the lower depuat
niient, (ctli i, it wsthe custom ta asic ane of tü»,
ttchiers ( romin thecuuntry ta take charge of tii.
roomi for dit, <L.îv. Nly turn came ini a rom
upstairs, wlitreý the highly strained dw*sdplba
at lasi lirokt iniiy rush for a demonatrative bu*k
seat boy, who promlptly cevadcd me by throwmo
up the wind(ow and dropping out two etc"eysto
the grotind. 1I had nuo desire to murder any -n
aInd mv ,uîxicty was great until bis classum
retlected (rom theiir countenances bis,«uxewW,
accomI)lishmllent of a formnerly practiaed stunt

Ail the saie 1 got the impression that a tmwm
sehool was a rather tough proposition for a gSat
country teacher; s0 that when ini 1873, a on
Dalhousie graduate in charge of the weIl broken-la
County Academiy of Aninapolis Royal, 1 vas
really afraid to assume the responsibility of mnanq.
ing the Pictou Acadeimv when approached.

Principal Bayne and bis colleague J. J. MacKen-
zie, af ter bringing the Academy up ta a high stateci
eticiency, hiad just resigncd ta pursue post-gred,
uate scientihec studiês abroad. With the laie
Rev. F. W. George, M. A., we had the uua
difficuit task of following a popular and briliauat
adiiistrCat.X>n. By 1876, associated with the.
present vemeralile principal of the institution, two
departmnents grew into three and then into four,
the new Academv being buiît in 1880 on the present
site. My colleague of 1876 remained constantly
witm mie turil ini 1883 he was promoted ta the <
Inspectorship of the County, from which position
he took the princiî)alship in 1889.

l)uring these vears 1 nat only enjoyed the
feîîowsipi of these but of other colleagues, Suther-
land, Fraser, MNaclines, Mellish, Gammell, Lan-
gille, Solodiu, Shaw; men with whom aasodation
was mv, education, whose genius for theïr work
was the gr(>uind of our common sucoess, and whose
influence iiîoutldled the Pictou Academy as it ham
and is stil iot lding the wider world around us.

And our stiudents - what a fortune we had ini
themn, in L-ing able to start themn for a few short


