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control it. Their reasonîing powers are weak, show-
ing plainly their existence, however, in the fact that
the child enjoys seeing relations that are on the
surface and within his comprehen'sion. For ex-

ample lie can appreciate the adaptability of the fish's
wedge-shaped head and long, narrow, boat-like body
to its easy, Swift movement through tlie water; or
the reason why the fish has a srnooth skin usually
covered witi liard, shiny scales, rather than a hairy
skin like the cat or dog; also the reason why the
scales are so placed that they lap closely one over
the other frorn the liead to the tail. Perhaps it
was by observing the scales of the fish that men
learned liow to shingle: a liouse.

Draw attention to tbe fact that ,it is bard to bold
a fisli; it slips througli our fingers as if there was
oil on it. Explain tbat tliis slippery feeling cornes
from a sort of gluey substance tliat is made by tlie
fisli, and whicli runs 'along througb littie grooves
in the scales. Tliis rnust make it easier for a fisli
tor glide about in tlie water and to get into small
places to bide from its enemies. A very useful
kind of glue is made frorn tbe skin and bones of
some fisli.

Wbile watcbing a fisb move 'about in the water
the children will notice tliat it keeps opening and
sbutting its moutli. Lead themn to, observe also
the opening and sbutting of tlie gilîs. Explain tlie
way in wbich tlie fisli breatlies. It needs air, but
bas to get it frorn tlie water, 'so it takes in water
througli tlie rnoutli and passes it out again through
the gilîs after getting ail the air it can fromi it. Wlien
water is running, or -tossed into waves by the wind,
it* gets more air rnixed witli it. Wliales bave no
gilîs, so tbey liave to corne to the surface of tlie
water to breathe.

If possible, show pictures of different kinds of
fish, and let the children atternpt drawings of tlien.

Ioeuin trom seauide and Waystde.*

The.prettiest of fisb, tlie trout, which lives in s0
many cleýr, sliady strearns, wliere there are deep,
quiet pools to bask in, is very careful of lier eggs.
Tlie rnother trout sinks to the bottorn of some dlean
Streamf, and selects a nice, sandy place. Then, witb
ber tait, slie fans out ail tlie coarse sand and grave1 .
If there are larger bits of pebble, slie carnies tbern
off in lier rnoutb.

When she lias made a srnooth little nest, like a
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cup, she drops lier eggs into it. Th1en she covers
thern liglitly with gravel,.so that tbey will not be
floated away. Wlien slie lias finisbed one nest, she
swims. off to, make another.

Little fislh, frorn the time tliey are outý of the egg
until tbey are about lialf-grown, are' called fry. A
great rnany fish together are called a school. Tbou-
sands of fisli will corne leaping and turnbling along
in the water, and we say ..it is a school of fiib.

Different varieties of sticklebacks build different
kinds of liouses. One makes a nest like a muff
among water-weeds. I will tell you of one kind of
nest. Tlie little fisli carnies straws and bits of grass
and moss, and tucks tbem down into the gravel and
sand. He glues tbern with the glue frorn bis skIn.
While be is at work lie bolds and carrnes his mater-
ial witli bis rnoutb, sud presses it into place with
bis body. Having laid a floor, lie builds a littie
but of woven fibres sud rnoss. This but is about
as large round as a twenty-five cent piece. A littie
-door is'at the top. He tries the strength of his
liouse by stirring up the water near it with'bis tail.

When ail is done, Mr. Sticklebac swims off to
find lis mate. He seerns to tell lier that the bouse
is ready. .She is a lazy littie creature, and does
notliing but frolic in tbe water. She goos along to
tbe new borne sud goes in to lay sorne eggs there.

Mr. Stickleback proudly swims up and down
before the borne to ýeep foes away. The little
mate being fond of play does not like to stay in the
liouse long. She lays a few eggs about thé size of
poppy seeds. Tben she bites a bole in the bouse
and runs away! Next day Mr. Stickleback goes
to findýýhÈr, and coaxes ber back. This goes on for
several iýys, until a great number of bniglit yeliow
eggs, like seeds, are laid in the nest.

After tbis, it is a wbole rnontb before the little'
fisb will batch. Mesutirne otber fisb and other
sticklebacks will eat tbern, if tbey-get tbe chance.
All tliat rnontb tbe kind, brave little sticleback
swirns up and down near his nest, and drives off
enernies. He will let no fisb, flot even bis mate,
corne near bis treasure. Finally out corne the wee,
wee fisb. Now tbe poor little fatber bas à barder
tirne than ever. The other fisb want to eat Up the
voung fry. Tbe food of sticklebacks is grubs, tinY
insects, and very srnall fry. As tbey are very
bungry and greedy, tbey are on the watcb to, pick
up the new little fiali. But the stickleback, bow-
ever bungry, neyer eats bis own little ones. He
leaves sucli bad conduct to the dog-;fisb.


