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the tell miles of sca-waiis. luAit on severa1 occasions, the ( reeks, saih)r-boril, 1)rotiglt

sinali vesseis ilîrongli the fleet iii safety ta tlhenmscvcs, andi witli nitich danmage

to tlieir enemnies.

Sa niniforin xvas th1e snccess of the ( zr-eekçs, andi so) (isastroils the failuires thiat

met ail Turk-ishi efforts to assailit flhe city, duiat the fiery spirit of 'M ahomet xvas

qiiencbied, and on the afivice of biis staff lie xvas about to turi aside front fturtbev

attack, ani witli that thouglht in mmiid, a cotoncil oIf war was 11(1(1 on1 Tihrsday

eVClliI)g, May 28tlh, wb ici -resuited tlirotugl a strong plea of one of lits gelnerals

in the (lecision te niake one last assait the foilo\ving- mlorning at daybreak.

During tliat niglît Costantine rode on Ibis white charger the cnitirc lengtli

cf the wiis, encoumaging- the muen on different towers, and( especiaily those xxlîe

wcre bitressing uip the sbattered sidetowe rs (f the Gate of St. Roinins, xvberc

thec bruint of the colitinoied attacks lhad taken mîost effect. [Je attendcd. mass ani

recejved the .1 loly Comunion min St. Sophia, i)iea(liig timere for oniity ami dete-r-

inc(le effort on thec part of the (irceks. -I pray you," lie sai(l, -be of eune immd'(

andi woî k together. Is it flot eniough of muiisery that xve bave to figlit against suich

f-eaýtrfuil odds ouitside thec wails ?"' And on beimîg tirged' to accept refuge in fligbit te

.\thens by a sliip already waitîng, hie sai(i "I Iray, (Io fot say anything te nie but,

'Nay sire, do net icave.' Neyer, mever xviii 1 icave yen ; 1 arn resolvedf ta diel

liere witli yeui."

'l'le (lay dawned, and i wtli the lîreakiiig lighit, ant inîpetuiots host burst tipon

thie weakened defenccs of the Gate cf St. Romnamis. Thle tierce fatalismn cf the

M osîcmn janissary was being mnatchied against the stea(iy courage ami skiii of the

Christian soldier. ()tic litge janissary gained a footing on the ruins and( criC(i,

"Charge! Chiarge! The next instant lic was cuit (oiew. 'l'lie struiggie whichi

foliowed \vas short and <lecisive, and Constantine was founld uinder a lieap, of

(lead, andi i(Ieftified by the golden 'Byzantine cagies enîibroidereti on bis shoes. Ilis

liia(i was struick frnt bis body and ciarried tmronigi the city to the terrer cf the

skiking citizens. The Ttirkisli soidiers spread qnickly making slaves of men

and wonîen, aitd stripping everything of vaine freint puiblic and private buildings,

andi destroying ini thieir faiatie zeai, iiioniierable reiics cf the past.

Thotisands cf citizens ini despair throiige<l the i ly chutrchi w'hîch thecy biad

curse(i only a fev xveeks before, in stiperstitiouis hiope that the angel cf God w0tii(

îpot a (letaiflifg biand on the advancilig coniqocrer. Buit that nîorning saw the

youing Sultan ride threuigh the brazen portais 'of the cliircli over whichi is stili

engravoi, "I arn the dloor, by Mle if any nant enter lie shiail be saved.'' Advamî-

cing ever the niarble floor, amnid coliimuis cf rare beatity and antiquity whîicli lad

been gathiered by the zealonls band cf justinian, a iliensamif years befere, froinî

licathiem temiples in ail parts of the Romnan enipire te grace this inist weuiderfui


