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The Minister's Blackber ries.
Tuez Taus STORY 0F A HILL PARMId.

ALL, bbc>' needn't try We stuff an>' such ctlomy down
my tbroat," and tbe strings af bbc bonnet which
Mies Kidder was trinîning fiapped dcfiantly.

"Pieked hiait a buchol of biaokbcmries settin' In a
ficarniage ! Nabody ever heard o' sueh a thing, an'

I've been on every back road in Meirase time an' again. Be-
aides, lb's my opinion that with Rate Davis along-"' (Here
Miss Kidder dmopped ber voice decorously a:nd simpered. as
tbougb she were a girl of cighteen.) fl t's my opinion bbc,
was somothin' besides pickin' blackberriesgoii' an. It'c reaiiy
diegracetul the way @ho muns after bim. i don't want ta say
anything against Mr. Fosdick, ai course, but I do tbînk that
suob ridiculous cries Wild by a ninister tend We bring dis.
grace on bbc cause of religion ; 1 rcally do Mrs. Johnson an'
1 bhink Mr. Fosdick ought We be wamned We show more respect
for hie sacred calling."

l'Wall, p'raps yau're righb, Miss Kidder. It doos sound
porfect>' ridiculaus, wben you coics tW bink ser'ously of it.
But the' ain'b no sort o' doubt but wbat hoe aid IL. 1 myseif
heard hlm say ho nover ose bhc bernies e thick In bis lite, se
that bbc>' picked 'cm froni thc carrnage, an' at bbc sainc time
ho sbowed a groat heapin' basket ai 'cm that ho Wook We Miss
Warner, an' she's made such a parade about. She says they
picked 'oui ail out a' the carniage as the>' drovealong; ;sowo've
got it jest straight, an' îb's a monstrous bail story.

"lStili, Mies Kidder, I don't knaw as I sec wvbat you're gaing
ta do about it. Mr. Fosdick's a rcsi nice yaung man, and whon
ho amin ruinnin' 'round wiith the toacher he does well by the
paricb. You don't exact>' want tW accuse him o' lyin' about
a few blaekberrief3."

"The truth is af more consequence than a great niany
blackberries, Mm Johnson," replicd Miss Kidder, ceverely.
"lAn' for one 1 know whab l'Il do, 1 shall bingthe matterupin
the ladies' prayor meeting on Tuesday, where we can talk il ail
aven deiiberabcly, an' cee just bow much theme is te it. wYei
do everything pnaporly and give no occasion for sneers about
'gossipin' wainenl 0! f jest despiso tliat phrase," and Miss
Kidder gave bem fooet a viciaus tap upon the floor of ber littia
shop.

Meanwhile Harold Fosdick wac as happy as a newly accepted
laver wibh a good digestion ougbttobe. Met rose was Fosdick'e
first parish and IL, had proved sadly disillusiuiizing. A year
aga ho bad corne out of tbc Theoiagical Seminar>' fired wvith a
genomous enbhusism ta serve bis fellows and ta inculeate Uic
gospel of bis Master b>' teaching love rather than theolagy.
lie bied beard rnuch af the dccayed chîîrches, tbc Intellectual
and spiritual poverty of the hli towns éf Ncw El~and, anid
ho bad resoîved ta give ttbrec yeard of bis youth te warîîîing
anc sucb coinrunity inta spiritual lite.

Heelied found bis efforts so far fruitîcess. Frefo taelf-con-
az-iouaness and fuli af missioîîary zeal, hoe foad himself meas-
ured by standards af whose very (-xisbenc.- ho had bgen ignor-
ant. Preaeblng as carnesti>' and direut'ly as ho was able,
working constantly by personal contact wil h the people, ho
found ta his dicînay that no anc expected biq work ta bear
f ruik Deacon Wadsworth tld hini thal'Mel rose was taasmall
for a revival; theme were not cniough aoung people. The dca-
con addcd poîntedly that the pastar'a truc field la>' ini keeping
lbe people cound in bbe doctrine. Fosdicik faund bis poraa.
ahI>' af mucb more intercat ta the people than bis pneachlng.
Hic movements wcmo niatters of -gillage gosslp ; hisparishealis,
the roading circle ho bcd fommed, and even thc prayer meetings
wcre fields for undîcguiied social ivaîr>'. Tt scewed aI limesi
that not a buman being wns botter for hic ycar's wamk. The
sympathy of a brigbt intelligent girl, who b>' camne chance wac
teaching the village sohool, was of course mast attractive.
Miss Davis appneciatedl bis plans, and she chowed a practical
tact la helping on their oxocutian, for wblch Fosdick wasdeep-
1>' grateful. Youth, association arid sympathy dîd Ibeir ap-
poinbcd work. But, quickly as Foidick and Miss Davis dis-
covered the meaning ai their interest in eaeh éther, 1he01
neigbbors were before thon>. Bofao Focdlok bcd breathoil
anc consoious word af love ho feund his atachînent bbc latest
village jokre, and tbc probahilibies af bis mamiage free>' coin-
mented upon..

From a drive In bbc cari>' days af bis engagement, Fosdlck
brought homo that basket of blackbemnlec wbioh proved bbc
tumnlng point ot bis experionce. Hec found anc of bbc littie-
uced mounitaîn naads fringeil. andl lu places almost ovemgrown
witb luxuriant blackberry vines, bendlng under a burdea ai

fruit. Stra> branches renobeci fam over the roadway, and tbe
young people feastcd wvitbout lcaving thein soals. At amoun-
tain fartm bouse, Fosduck boughb a groat basket af tbc fruit
for Mrs. Wamnem, iil wboin hoe boarded, and rcturning show-
cd the great hcap af gleatuing bernes t0 Mrs. Johnson, a par-
ishianer, whonî the>' met inIbe highway. Ho didriotl mention
that ho bad bougbt the bennies, foaring that oven that slight
purchaso might be made bbe subjeet of discussian. Hec did
doccribe the l'urge yield in lermstbatappcalodta Mre. Johnson's
bouecwifely instincts, and ln daing so, mentioncd the case witb
wbioh hoe and Mies Davis bad picked bernies from, tbc carniage,
little dreamiiîg that ho bcd plantcd a cccii wbleb uvould out-
@brip Jaek'c boanstaik In gmowbh.

Mmc. Warnertook gocicame natta bide horn-miister'c tbaughl.
fulnece under a bushel. lier nelghbors were given ample
opportunily ta admire ber jars of jam. B>' the time she bad
bah bbce star>' of ber prizo for the dozenth lime, the gaod
woman bcd cames ta believe that the mnister hald picked bbc
berries witb bis awn band. Cemlalnly the alher nîcuihers of
Fosdîck's congregation 8o undemebcai il, and a dircful comn-
motion ensued.

The ladies' prayer-mccling pmoved a eloiffi> affair; lb scon
dividcd int two campe, ane rallying about Mrd. Moachani, ta
whom iles liider bai committed hem view of bbc case, aîîd
tbc other follawing the lead of Mme. Wamner, wbosc zeal forthe
minieter was nat ecconded b>' the bcdt judgenient, or b>' skill
in debato. Mrs. Meacham. was tbc uvife of bbc nicheet mari iii
Molmase, a uvoinan of fine presence and experience in public
discussion. She feit a sigbt persanal pique at bbc ycung min.
ister wbicb uvas warmcd labo open wvratb b>' corne pointed per.
canal. illusions of Dire. Wamner's, and Mis. Meachani pusbed tlie
malter fartber than shie atbcrwiso wauld bave dons. The
meeting bock no officiai action, but when ibdispemced, witb bhc
sweeb airains of "Naomni"I ringîng In the cars ai the parti.cip-
ants, it carried mbt over>' home in bbc parish tbc charge that
their pester u a wllful and mccklese liai.

Wben Fosdick board af the discussion, bbc cannaI mani in
hlma triumphcd aven divine gmace, and ho raged fumiousl>'.
When Sunda>' came, tbe litIle chmîrch urme erawded. Rate
Davis' berit sank au she saw Harold walkquic'klyand defianîl>'
into the pulpit, bis face flusbed and bis cyce sbining. The
apening prayer scemed a strangely portfunctor>' performance,
and KatesB face palod as site beard the text: IlThou ebaît nat
boar taise wibness against bhy neigbbor." Rate bail been con-
sciaus without looking at bbc Meachani pew, that Mrs. Meacb-
amn was sittiag cr001 in bbc eme digait>' of hor jettoil black
silk; that Mn. Meacham, wlbh bis seidom-warn silk bat on bis
knee and hic lips angril>' closîd, indicabed outragei dignit>' la
ever>' fibre, white Mies Nleachani, in white, represeribci injured
innocence. Rate looked at this arma>' as Harod repeated hic
lext alawly and, aiso, amîgril>' ; and se saw Mr. Meachamn mrise
followed b>' hic wif e, bis daughtem, bwo cons and samo taddling
granichilinen, and nmarch slowly ouý af the cburcb.

The excitement could hard>' have been greater bai thoir
choir galler>' fallen. llamald'is face palei and thon fuiued a
iceper scarlet as be uvailci for the commotion to subside.
Thon be painled a denuinciabion ai the sin oi lying, wvitb a mc-
view ot the ovonts af bbc fartnight, that bumncd uvith indignat-
ion ani rankled uvlîb Injustice and un.&'hrisbîan uvrath. Oui>'
a ver>' àngn>' nan could have preac'bed Ihat sermon. Bilare
ils close, Mies Kiddcm, Deacon Wadsiworbb and hic wife, and tbe
entire Johnson faunil>', withdrev.

The churcli was divldedIran ibat boum. Deacon %Vadsworth
requested bbc pastor ta resign. Haro'!d rc! ucci but, express. d
bie wlillingnees ta submnit bbc malter te a counicil, if the churcb
chose ta caîl anc. But the supporters of the iiinister pnoved
lobe lu a niajarit>', and no meeting wascalled. Mn. Mcacbam
was nat, bawever, ta bceesil>'balked. Ho declarci thal nu.ver
again wonld ho listen ta Mr. Fosik's preaching. So ho sot
up the aibar af hic faction in bbc tawn hall aîîd hired an un-
sellled minicten 0f lhe rogion ta preaob eacb Sunda>'. Rivaîr>'
spmucg up bebwcen bbc congregabians, and bbc niembers did
ual soruple ln thein inethais of socunlng attendance. People
wha had not soon the inside of a chureh for years wcre rccruil-
ci for one camp or the othor, and "'Sunda>' oloîbes" were
dismihubei a preminnîs ta sur> pensons wbo declarid Ibeir
inahilit>' ta attend for thc lack of such garments.

The situation uvas becoming intolerable taFoeck. ie bad
nef osed We resigu wbcn tiate beggcd hlm tW do so. Naw ebe
bal teoit the village, and hi micoci keoni>' the coit of hon
presence and bhc reinforcement which slli gave We bbc bigbor
motives b>' wbich ho sought tW gavern bis lite. Hefounihini.
self dail>' calîci upon te sympathizo with pebtinees and ta
approve: af questionable tactios emplayei for bbc sdvantagc of
"lhie aide," and hoe foit himsclf mapidi>' d6teriorating unierbthe
pressure. The whole ctmuggle bcd boconic bateful, but retreat
was dail>' becomlng marc difficuit. Intbemidstofblsstruggle
camne a letton f nom bis aid montai at the Sommar>' advising
hlm té leave Meinose as selon as possible and faake up mission
wark iu the lower part of thbc it>'.

J'osdiok wus moved by Ibis as hie had nat been for menthe.

IWitb the lettor stili in bis band, he found himseif on a grass3'
knoil far above Melrose. lHe pondored the problem tilt late ini
the night. The canit beauty of the vailey rinder the glow of
the barvest moon, helped te brlng mim rost and humility.
He watched the lights of the litie village disappear one by
one, wlth a kindness eteallng int hie heart which hoe had flot
fell; for menthe. Ac he thought humbly and penitontly of the
strife and discord he had planted-in bis proesrt mood he
could acept lit the bMaine of which ho bcd prcviously repudi.
ated any part with scorn-in place of tbe Christian love and
quickened Christian living which he hcd hoped to amvaken, it
seemed ns if no sacrifice could bie tao great te repair the mie-
chief that had beca wraught.

Suddenly ho saw a lîght fiicker among the village hlouses.
It dlcappeared and broco out again wlth greater briilianoy.
Focdiek ran witb ail bis strength dawn the mounitain aide.
Entering the street ho ran shouting toward the red light that
now seemed tic central spot in the sky, until ho reached a
houce whose roof wac in diames, white nat an tomiate seerncd
stirring. Ail hic facultiee were absorbed b>' the progress of
the spreading flames, and hie crasbed bis way thraugh a glas
door, and up the staircase rovealed by the lurld iight f roni
above, wîthout havîng become consciousi bf ic curroundings
of the houco or cf aught but thc danger. Among the voiea
that responded té his crics were those of children, and Fos-
dick made hlic vay ta thoni. .The firelight fait tbrough a win.
dow upon a bcd where two children set crylng, taoc much
frightened ta run away. Hie eaught them in bis arms and ian
tW the hall belaw. Home ho found Mr. and Mrs. Menoham,
tryîng in an unoortain way ta open the door. There was noa
timo for explanations and as Fo3dick oaught the ke>' he cricd:

111 have the children saie. Are the others ailawake T'
Yes, they will be right down," Mr. Meachani meplied ; but

M~rs. Meachani throw up lier amins, exclaincing: IlGet the baby!
chois in the erib in the moon witb tbc athers. tquiokthefire's
failing thmough the roof," site oried, as Fosdlck sprang back up
the statru.

The bail was naw tbick witb cuioke and ho missed tbe donr.
There were no cries ta guide bum tbis time, and when ho
meached the child the wallc were ready We break mbt fiamnes
The varnich on the clair rail was cmaekliig on hie retumu, and
ho did nat dame We carry the ehild tbrough the blaze. Dasbing
ta a front windaw, ho called We the people below, holding luttle
Alice far out Intel the meviving air. Alniost listantiy a mat-
trocs was raleed and the baby wau safeiy below. A moment
]sar Fosdick crashed int a cturdy iiac bush, and the roof
tel].

The embois of the Meacham bouse smoked in solitude a few
hours later. People weme discuseing the lire in littie groupe as
the>' entemed their bouse, mejoieing in tbe escape af littie Alice,
and praising Fosdick's braver>'. Fasdick and the baby lay un.
consclous la a bouse acras8 the wvay, white Mmc. Meachamn
wandered about the room wringing ber bande. Mr. Meacham
stood speechîcess aver the haby's bcd, and hic sonsc clender wife,
almost a nonentity at other Limes, kneit fevorish>' waiting for
ber darling's returning staile. IL came at lust, and coon after
Faedlck apened hic eyes and joined, though weakly, Lni the
eenerai rejoicing. Mm. Mcacham hesitated fora moment; thon
caming over te Harald's bced, ho beld out hie band, cxclimlng:

IlMr, Fosdiek, 1 can't hold bard feelings toward a mani who
is ready te rlsk his lits for me or mine. A ma> who can do
that is goMdChristain enoughtW pmeach taome. The fret Sun-
day you arc able We go back We thc pulpit you wiil find me in
lfl> pew, and f hope ta hlen We your preaehing iii it for many
yeare ta corne."

A fortnight Iater the two congregatlons bâti been uiîted.
The cbureb wss erawded and tbc text was: I le8sed are the
peacemakeirs."

A year laler there wvas a wedding in the iittie chureb, and
Meachamnites and Fo8diokites were rningied en indiscrimtnatciy
In tho pows that thc sharpcst eye was unabie ta tracee a party
Une.

Miss Kidder atone rcmained abdurate. I aiways did cay,"l
she declared, Ilthat Mr. Fosdick lied about them blackberries,
an' I ain't gain' ta switch 'round just becouco ho puiied a baby
out o' the fire an' thon run away. Nat that i wandem at tbe
Meaohanis. Tbey worcbip the ground littie Alice treadus on,
an' if lb badn't been for Mr. Fosdick the>' wouidn't have bad
lier now. But l'y. caid 1 iike tbc new nuiinisterbect, an' I do,
an'J1 don't believe in palaverin' over this weddin' an' pretend-
in' I'mthbcbect fiend thej'vo got. O, I baii go,lI poce, iii a
back pew an' cee wbat the brîde's dress is lifte. But 1 won't
diew up, an' 1 want go ta Miss Warner's ridlculous reception,
se thoeo "-Dr«ce's MagcvLine.

hLuRz the boy'c home the happlest spot ho cari finc, and ho
will proter lb ta an>' other place'of Iresoml. Caro for tbe fine
carpet bas driven many a boy We the candcd flner ci the
bavern,

A MIAN in any station cau do hic duty, and doing it, ean earn
hie own respect.


