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Ueare told that the solution of the question oft an lui-

perial Custoius Union with at view t<) its being the stepping

stonie to limperial Federation xviii tax the financial skill of

the mnost experienced economnist. Tfire financial needs of

eachi separate Governinent, the historical proclivities and

tastes of their respective people, the prepondierance of

the practical good of the old r'over tie present, the

conlinuity of our constitutioflal tribunials of gox erîtînent and

the maintenance cf the prescrnt chaninels of business and

traflie, are il] factors in the probleiti. Tire re.su]t iist be

obtaîneil witlîout sboek to establislîed cr-lit, oIr \,ioILtilig

friendly relationsýlîi ps witli otiier eont ries outsid(' oui- owîi

U'nion.
It is then a collection of questions, i n wlîiclî every 'lie

wlîo undertakes te answer any oîîe of i hemi caîî use ail bis

knowledgre of history aîîd ii xvhiclî lie cati bring lus

ingenuity te bear on the cons truc tionr o eta policy and pro-

grammie.
Lord Salisbury s> ates it as Ilnothiiig more or- less thaîs

the future cf the British Empire," ani wtt shouid look uponl

it as the continuation cf the work cf building Up eut' Empire,

the difièrent propositions as the stones in the building ; and

the carte that the builders mnust take is te see that the stones

hoth fit tîteir own niche and are iii harniony with the struc-

ture.
A censtitutional Imperial Union already exists, having

within itself principles cf permanence and cohesion, se that

federation will be the final step in the expansion cf Great

Britain te, an Empire inlîabited iii every part by the British,

alike in capacities, inl possession cf the saine histerical rights

and united by a Federal constitution enjoying local control

for their own individual developinent and entrusted with

the royal prerogative
lit the différent Inîperial policies put forward tliere is

ne thought cf in any way diiniinisliing or narrewing the

legisiative funictioîîs we now pessess. Every Colony will

maintaiui intact its censtitutional powers, in fact tlîey will

be augmnited by tlîe power cf consent te Imperial affairs.

Questions cf Imperial Policy will cerne befere tire electorate

tliroughout the Enmpire, tire feeling cf united nationality wvill

be extended freint a quiescent fact into active operatieri.

The main object, however, at the present time being an ex-

tension and increase cf Our' trade.

Viewed freint the standpoint cf united government the

Colonies have always been hounid togetiier with but at sîcuder

thread. Lord Rosebery has said that hie believed it impes-


