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suspect, that there is at bottom a lack of
solidarity in the Cabinet, and but a divided
loyaity to its head ameng the rank and file

of its supporters, it becomes exceedingly
doubtful wlictler the harmony essential to
strength con be restored under any leader
at present available. The chances are

rather in favour of increased division, with
defoat in the near future as ita autcorne.

The Intercolonial Conference lias corne

aud gone. If its deliberations have faiicd
in some measure to attract the attention
auticipated, the fact can no doubt be
accounted for by the secrecy in which the

delegates saw fit to eushroud their discus-
sions. If the hope expressed by Sir John
Thompson in the Commons should be speed-
ily realizcd and the proceedings given ta
the public in some tolerably satisfactory
fore', it is possible that popular iuterest
and eutliusiasm may yet be in some mecas-
ure evoked. The action taken with refer-
ence to the Pacific cable, which is about the
ouly resuit of the Conference which is as yet
defiuite]y kuown, seems eminently wise and
reasouable. It involves no little delay, but
in matters of such weight it is the part of

statesmanship to make liasto slowly. To

have attempted auything more definite in
the absence of knowiedge of the topography
of the ocean bcd on which the cable must

be laid would have been reckless shooting
in the dark. There can be little doubt that
the British Government will promptly ac-
code ta the request of the Couference to
conduot the required survey, on the condi-
tion named, viz., the paymeut of two-thirds
of the expeuse by the colonies. As to the
trade question we are stili in the dark, but
it is pretty safe ta sey that the chief, posai-
bly the fatal, obstacle ta any prefereutial
arrangement will bie fouud in the require-
ments of those members of the Empire
which have committed tliemselves to a pro-
tective policy. lt is in the higlicat degree
unlikely that anything lias been advanced,
or can lie advanced, which will cause the
Mother Country to falter for a moumut in
her resolute adherence ta free-trade princi-
pies, or to s0 mucli as consider any proposai
looking to the imposition of a discrimina-
tory tax upon the produrts of those coun-
tries which supply lier with by many times
the greater quantity of lier food and raw
materials. It is passible, liowever, thougli
scarcely likely, that lier treaties with other
nations can be so modifled as ta enable lier
ta give the colonies the riglit ta discrimin-
ate in ecd otlier's favour. But any sucli
preferential arrangement, witli the Mother
Country lef t out, will fail of its main
purpose.

When a motion is made in the Com-
mons ta censure tic Canadian Goverement
for alleged breacli of faitli in haviug faiied
ta fulfil the engagements into which it liad,
cutered witli the British Goverument for
enforciug a system of quarantine againat
tic cattie of the lUited States enteriug
Canada, or passing through it by rail, an
unsophisticated onlooker would suppose
tliat the main question ta be discussed was
that of fact. Either the charge is truc in
substanice or it is net. If it can be sliawn
ta be truc that P'ur Goverumeut lias seriaus-

ly and continuously failed t- fuifil its en-
gageinent i n tlie mnatter witli reasonable
strictness, ne one can deny that it is deserv-
ing of censure, net only for liaving damagad
thie reputation of the country for bonest
dealing, but for liaving jeopardiz.,d a most
impDrtant and profitable trade. If, on the
other liand, it can be shown that the agree-
ment with the British Governent lias beau
ful6illed in the spirit, if net in every jot and
tittle of detail, the accusation can but recoil
an the beads of the member making it and
of his party. Opinions will differ, we sup-
pose, as ta Mr. Mulock's success in proving
the strong charges of negligence aud bai1
faitli which lie formulated in thc Commons,
the other day. Lt is nat necessary for u3
ta express an opinion upan that point. The
fact that sorme of bis specifications went
back ta a period eiglit or ten years ago cer-
taiuly give the attack tlie appearance of be-

ing somewhat far-fetclied. But, clearly,
the lagical and effective thiug for the Gov-

ernmeut to do was ta ernplatically deny thc
alleged facts and praceed ta minimizoý or
refute them by cauinter proofs. To attempt
to confuse the issue by raisîng the cry o!

dislayalty strengthens the very accusation
whidh. it deprecates. We confess that we
have na patience with the attempt ta muzzle
oppoucuts by crying out that tlieïr charges
are dialayal, and calcuiated ta da liarm

abroad. A Government should bce always
ready to challenge tlie strictest investiga-
tion. If it can show, in a case like the
present, that it lias lived strictly up ta tic
spirit af its engagernentq, the discussion w ill

da the country a service rather than an in-
jury and the Governmeut shou!d lie rather
glad of thc 01)portunity.

The tremendous strike now in progress

in the United Stateýs is scarcely ta be dis-

tiuguislicd from civil war in its cffet upon
tlie internai commerce of the country, or

that large part o! it specially affected, whule
there is the passibiiity, so long as it is c:u-

tinued, that it may at any moment deveiop

into actual civil war. This great calamity,

however it may terminate, following se

clascly upon the lieds a! a previaus strike

o! disastrou i dimensians, must impreas upon

the miudî of ail wha have t j do in any
way witli public or business affaira, the
necessity of fludiug and adopting some

means ta prevent a recurreuce af sudh

struggles. Thc fact that bath strikes, as

most ather great strikes in these daya, are

diracted specially againat tlie railroads, is

easily understaod. As Mr. Stcad lias put

it, the railways are thc Aduiles lied, thraugli

whidh the wliole industrial system of the

country is, under prescrit conditions, made

vuiuerable. In tlie interests of labour it-

self it is greatly ta bc deplored that the

striking labourera, or at least a large con-

tingent of their sympathizgrs, show them-

selves sO incapable of self-control. W/bat-

ever justification there may in any case be

for tlieir refusing ta work, the moment they

[JCLY tb

commence to do injury to the e

property of their antagonists, Or to ie via-

lence of any kind to prevent th luifBe0

from supplying their places, that IODen Wc They
they put themselves in the wroflgli

have, thereafter, no reasonable grOund of

complaint if the civil or military authoie& 1W

corne t )the aid of tîjeir opponent', 1nd stpro, ii

ly enforce the laws of the lafl for the pro,

tection of the property and eroo, fl e lAi

capitalists. In this position the Btrike
Chicagyo have already placed th6 exeve tr
The resuit can only be that sooner or t

very likely before this paragral is pr wi

either the state or the national outhoriet

will be compelled ta take stq3rn nieaels dr' '

enforce the observance of law and 0re fo

In such a strug ;le the strikers areBuet

get the worst of it, in additio fl 81 t

the sympathy of the great mIasses Oi
abiding citizens, wlio really ake the pub' T

lic sentiment.

But how to deal with the nIOtte 8

ta prevent the recurrence -f thr4ge

struggles, in which there is no discrinmio

between the innocent and the gtîl' the et

delay compelled or the property ored r

being just as likply ta inflict ruinotis 0

upon the best friend8 of the strikers as U001 t

those whom they regard as their enen'im tg

and yet do no injustice to cither îPOr

or employee, or the patient Iulic10- 6.
the great industrial problem Of te a t

Certainly the solution is riot 80 s0'plea

matter as many of the newspaper$ of b

United States, especially the religiOfl n

papers, seem to think. These teen 'it

articles the purport of which is 001"tbing

likre this "The employees of 'the IIroa' i

shouid be compelled ta perfore' the,

which they engage to do when theY oc;"

the employment and wages of the cOUIP£'

until sucob time as they may choase ta

after giving fair and reasonabie 'ltbe
The iengtli of notice required maY itertb

determined by cantract made oi r b9
companies at the time of engagement ,

fixed by law. It is intolerabie th$" 0

oniy the great business concerna5 Of thls 0i

tien, but the property, the heal th and eloo

the lives of many citiz;3ns, shauld b a

troyed or put in jeopardy, whenever a

empioyaes of same private comPanY 0

with their employers on a questionl

wages." Ail this is rao abl and 1

sa far as it goca. But it is muarelo ,,~

sa many of those wlio put it forth WLrh of

fidence, fail to sec that, as a ate

equity, it touches but one side of gO
quostiOn.

Stbili
Lgt it be granted by ail nieaus

under sucli circumstances as exist In sl

part of the United States at the pjoi

marnent, the fh'st duty of the

to protect property,- to restrain viopt

and to punish. lawlessness, at anY 0O5t'pi

is what laws and goverrements are for'.bt

wlicn tbis is doue, let it bc ecgi3


