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suspect, that there is at bottom a lack of
solidarity in the Cabinet, and but a divided
loyaity to its head among the rank and file
of its supporters, it becomes exceedingly
doubtful whether the harmony essential to
strength con be restored under any leader
at present available. The chances are
rather in favour of increased division, with
defeat in the near future as its outcome.

The Intercolonial Conference has come
and gone. If its deliberations have failed
in some measure to attract the attention
anticipated, the fact can no doubt be
accounted for by the secrecy in which the
delegates saw fit to enshroud their discus-
sions. If the hope expressed by Sir John
Thompson in the Commons should be speed-
ily realized and the proceedings given to
the public in some tolerably satisfactory
form, it iz possible that popular interest
and enthusiasm may yet be in some meas-
ure evoked. The action taken with refer-
ence to the Pacific cable, which is about the
only result of the Conference which is as yet
definitely known, seems eminently wise and
reagonable. It involves no little delay, but
in matters of such weight it is the part of
statesmanship to make haste slowly. To
have attempted anything more definite in
the absence of knowledge of the topography
of the ocean bed on which the cable must
be laid would have been reckless shooting
in the dark. There can be little doubt that
the British Government will promptly ac-
cede to the request of the Conference to
conduct the required survey, on the condi-
tion named, viz, the payment of two-thirds
of the expense by the colonies. As to the
trade question we are still in the dark, but
it is pretty safe to say that the chief, possi-
bly the fatal, obstacle to any preferential
arrangement will be found in the require-
ments of those members of the Empire
which have committed themselves to a pro-
tective policy. It is in the highest degree
unlikely that anything has been advanced,
or can be advanced, which will cause the
Mother Country to falter for a moment in
her resolute adherence to free-trade princi-
ples, or to so much as consider any proposal
looking to the imposition of a digcrimina-
tory tax upon the products of those coun-
tries which supply her with by many times
the greater quantity of her food and raw
materials. "It is possible, however, though
scarcely likely, that her treaties with other
nations can be so modified as to enable her
to give the colonies the right to discrimin.
ate in each other’s favour. But any such
preferential arrangement, with the Mother
Country left out, will fail of its main
purpose,

When a motion is made in the Com-
mons to censure the Canadian Government
for alleged breach of faith in having failed
to fulfil the engagements into which it had
entered with the British Government for
enforcing a system of quarantine against
the cattle of the United States entering
Canada, or passing through it by rail, an
unsophisticated onlooker wounld suppose
that the main question to be discussed was
that of fact. Either the charge is true in
gubstance or it is not. If it can be shown
to be true that our Government has serious-
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ly and continuously failed t» fulfil its en-
gagement in the matter with reasonable
strictness, no one can deny that it is deserv-
ing of censure, not only for having damaged
the reputation of the country for honest
dealing, but for having jeopardizad a most
important and profitable trade. If, on the
other hand, it can be shown that the agree-
ment with the British Government has besn
fulfilled in the spirit, if not in every jot and
tittle of detail, the accusation can but recoil
on the heads of the member making it and
of his party. Opinions will differ, we sup-
pose, as to Mr. Mulock’s success in proving
the strong charges of negligence and bad
faith which he formulated in the Commons,
the other day. It is not necessary for us
to express an opinion upon that point. The
fact that soms of his specifications went
back to a period eight or ten years ago cer-
tainly give the attack the appearance of be-
ing somewhat far-fetched. But, clearly,
the logical and effvctive thing for the Gov-
ernment to do was to emphatically deny the
alleged facts and proceed to minimiz2 or
refute them by counter proofs. To attempt
to confuse the issue by raising the cry of
disloyalty strengthens the very accusation
which it deprecates. We confess that we
have no patience with the attempt to muzzle
opponents by crying out that their charges
are disloyal, and calculated to do harm
abroad. A Government should bo always
ready to challenge the strictest investiga-
tion. If it can show, in a case like the
present, that it has lived strictly up to the
spirit of its engagements, the discussion will
do the country a service rather than anin-
jury and the Government should be rather
glad of the opportunity.

The tremendous strike now in progress
in the Upited States is scarcely to be dis-
tinguished from civil war in its effact upon
the internal commerce of the country, or
that large part of it specially affected, while
there is the possibility, so long as it is con-
tinued, that it may at any moment develop
into actual civil war. This great calamity,
however it may terminate, following so
closely upon the heels of a previous strike
of disastrous dimensions, must impress upon
the minds of all who have t> do in any
way with public or business affairs, the
necessity of finding and adopting some
means to prevent a recurrence of such
struggles. The fact that both strikes, as
most other great strikes in these daya, are
diracted specially against the railroads, is
easily understood. As Mr. Stead has put
it, the railways are the Achilles heel, through
which the whole industrial system of the
country is, under present conditions, made
vulnerable. In the interests of labour it-
gelf it is greatly to be deplored that the
striking labourers, or at least a large con-
tingent of their sympathizors, show them-
selves so incapable of self-control. What-
ever justification there may in any case be
for their refusing to work, the moment they
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