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4tl-l~ i -e, ii thus Jet t vacant, Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach seems te have the probabiliitis8 just now in his
faVour. Mr. Balfour, by general though not universal
'0osent, cannot be spared fromn the Irish Secretaryship.
e~oreover hie does neot, it aFpears, aspire to the leadership
at present. Mýr. Goschen's antecedents are against him in
sOrne quarters ; nor is it to be wondered at if lite-long
Tories should object to seeing a recruit fromn the opposite
Party Promoted te the headship atter so short a ter- of
service. In any case it will be difficuit for the Govern-
mnent toeniake a selection which will be pertectly accep-
table to both Tories and Unionists. At the same time, in
the face of a foe flushed with local victories, it is not
likely that tlW followers of the Government, or the enemies
of Home IRule, will permit their objections to carry themn
te the length of embarrassing the Premier. With regard
to the dead leader himself, it may be said that, while al
"dtmit bis mediocrîty in talent, and mest are willing to give

irnl credit for tact, temper, and good judgment, it is doubt-
"I whether the crities are nlot losing sight ot one of the
ehief elements in the very fair measure of success which
he acbîeved. We refer to his sterling integrity. Mr.
S'ith was strongly entrenched in bis respectability ; we
n88 that word in a good sense. Hie character compelled
a respect, and carried a power which not even brilliant
talents, if dîvorced fromn unexceptionable morals, can always
cornmand. If we isre net mistaken bis career conveys a

e83 on the influence ot higb principle as a potent
factor in the achievement of success, even in political lite.

T5 lesson is one which it might be worth while for young
POliticians in Canada to study just now with the closest
attention,

PAINELL'S sudden and final removal trom the arena
of conflict leaves roçm for much conjecture and

8Peulation as to the effect in regard botb to Home iRule
8'ldte the prospects et the Liheral party. The correct
Piion probably i that the result will not be sgeriously

a1ftected in either case. The power of the once great Irish
leader for good or iii had already departed. Even shouldthe few who tollowed him to the last be still prompted by
& 8ensi et loyalty to continue the faction struggle, it is in
t he bighest degree improbable, seeing that with him as
leader their fortunes were constantly on the wane, that
'ithout himi they can accomplish anything of impert-
%"ice. Possibly the effect et bis death may be more sori-
0 uslY faît in England than in Jreland. It would not be
4'llPrising, seeing for how long a time the departed leader
represented in bis own personality, in the eyes et many

'iIglighraen, the Irish cause, if there should be developed,
IiCnsequence et his death, a tendency te relegate Home

'>tQle te a secondary place in order te make room for
referma deemed more urgent. But se long as the Liboral
Ohi8e, ospecially Mr. Gladstone, keep it to the fore, and
Per8st in declaring that it blocks ail otber logislation, and
that the pacification et Iroland is the indispensable prol ode

ae host et important reforms affecting other parts et the
'tmPjre, se long will Home Rule continue te ho the chief
bttîo.greund et British pelitics and parties. Parnell,
Perso0nally was a mystery, which we do net attempt te
eyplain. lis character and course wore alike full et con-
trdictions.llaughty, and otten overbearing, in manner,
lho for long years had centred in himself sucb bornage as
%Q10tion enly can beget. A Protestant, ho wielded a
741iqUe ascendancy over almobt the whole body et repre-
eltatives of Catholic Ireland. Oold and reaerved, he led

by 8heer persenal force a band of hot-headed enthusiasts,
>1% he centrjved te make by some subtle influence

Pliant and manageable. Be the issue what it may, it a
r4e'er be doubted that through bis wendertnl genius and
Peritence the very advanced logislation which bas already
404 go0 mucb for Ireland was almest wbolly gained. No
Oitier mian, in Ireland or elsewbere, could have accorn-
P liahe what ho effected in the face et appalling obstacles.

hoSuccess with which hoe welded by sheer force et intel-
lect, Or~ will, or personal ruagnetism, or seme other occult
qlllity, the hetorogeneous and unpromising units whicb
e%8itituted the Irish ccntingent in the Cemmons, into a
eOfl:pact body, ready te hurl the resistloss weapon et the
404idvote against any Government or party which refused
te do its idding will romain one et the marvels of British
politice.

Q lit trial et Professer Briggs, et Union Theological

grSerninary, New York, for beresy, which is o
19on beforo the Presbytery et that Stato, je net unlikely

hou mmorale'n-th'l iteryet resb--- anis_: A
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was appointed by the Presbytery last spring te enquire
inte the charges laid against Professer Bniggs, in cennection
with bis now tameus Inaugural Address, delivered betere
tho Seminary soeo tue previeus te that session. This
committee, atter careful and prolonged investigation,

L reported last week in faveur ef prosecutien, and the Pros-
bytory after an animated and at times exceedingly heated
debate, decided by the narrow rnajority et 64 te 62 te
receive the report. The specific charges are based upen
the Inaugural Address referred te and are two in number,
viz. : (1> that Professer Briggs teaches "Idoctrines which
cenflict irreconcileahly with and are centrary te the car-
dinal doctrine taught in the llely Scriptures and in the
Standards et the Preshyterian Churcb, that the Scriptures
et the Old and New Testaments are the only intallible
rule et faitb and practice "; and (2) that be teaches "la
doctrine of the character, state and sanctification et
believers atter death, which irreconcileably conflicts with
and is centrary te the Holy Scriptures and the Standards
et the Preshyterian Church." These charges are elaborated
in several specificatiens each et which is supported with
quetatiens from tho Inaugural, and centroverted witb
numereus Scripture reterences and with citations from
the Confession and the Shorter Catochieni, the Standards
et the Cburch. It would ho, et course, geing boyond the
ephereofe a secular journal, te enter into themrits et the
question as between Professer Briggs and the authorities
et bis Churcb, even if want ef spaco did net torbid. The
enly question which rnay fairly ho considered as et general
intereet is that et the effect et the ultimato decisioii et the
General Asserbly-tor ne doubt the case, wliatever the
result et the trial by the Presbytery, will be carried before
the hfighest court et the Churc-as deterrnining the
attitude et this learned and influoential denoinination
towards the spirit et froc investigation in the realm et
tbeology which is se marked a fcature et the Christianity
ef the day. As the accused as well as the accuser wilJ,
ne deuht, take bis stand upon the teachinge et the Scrip-
tures et the Old and New Testaments, which hoe bas, in
anether document published since the Inaugural, declared
himself te accopt as Il the only intallible rule et faitb and
practice," it is evident that the decision muet really ho
based upon the "lStandards."' But te condemn Dr. Bniggs
hy these Standards, revised or unrevised, will ho rogarded
as tantamount te a repudiation by the Churcb et the
legitiînacy et the so-callcd Ilhigher criticism," and et the
possibility et a progressi-re theology. Anxious fears,
wbich the close division ini the Presbytery shows te ho
well grounded, are expressed hy înany lest the outcoeofe
the trial may ho a scbism in the doenination.

LABOUR AND WAOES.

THE writer was accidentally present when a deputation etTworkingmon trem the city et Toronto, en route frem
their conferonce at Queboc, and accempanied by several
members et Parliament, waited on the Ministor et Public
Works, the Hon. Frank Smith, a rnonth age and asked
bim if ho would in future insert a clause in contracts for
public works previcting that where labeur unions had fixed
the scale et wagos for the cutrent yoar centractors sbould
ho cempolled te adhero te that scale in putting in their
tenders and in paying their mon. Their contention was
that in the city et Toronto the Trades and Labour Ceuncil
fixed the scale et wages at which employons and employees
sbould centract with eue another. Their arrangements,
however, were intertered with by the poer centiacters
had te bring in cheap labeur trom ahroad te work at a 1lower scale, wbich weuld in aIl prebability dieplaco them in 1the city in wbich thoy had made their homes, without any 1ultimato advantage te the country at large.t

This application on the part et workingmon affords a igoed eppertunity te enquiro into the justice ef tho position tthoy have taken and hew ft it is likely te affect the public
weal eBeuld it ho accerded te tbem. Education which is1the parent et intelligence bas werked great changes in the tmethods et the toilers et the country, and the aims that1
now anirnato their leaders are conducive te the heet resulte
et good and perfect gevernment, whicb it is the interesta
et the Public te co-eperate with. The first efforts etlabeur te assent itselt were stigmatized as socialistic, and Nthere is ne doubt that socialisai was the only goal many etthe agitators bad in view as the result et their agitation;d
but the struggle et the past quarter et a century bas modi-f
fied their views and their intelligence bas directed their 1minds into business channels in guarding the interests oet
labour, which by collective efforts can proect the weak ttnom the strong and taise the standard et workmen 1
througbout the country and threugbout the wonld.e

A number et workrnen are attracted te the city eft
Toronto, wbicb is bocoming a groat labeur centre, in con- vsequenceofe the development et industrieF, incident te the cprogresOt the country. Tbey wisb te make it their home,e
whene hy induetry and sebniety they can maintain theira
tarnilies in COmtrt and build themselvee independentp
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homos. The labeur in the city is erganizod, and the
workmen meet and discuss questions which affect their
welfare. They dotormine the scale et wages fer the vani-
eus trades and callings te which alI those wbo receive the
benefit ef their protection are obliged te adbere. A con-
tracter who may empley, say two hundred men, wbe is
either anxious te take tee large a share of the profit, or
bas taken bis centract tee low, may send abread and bring
in a gang etfereign labourers, who will work for ten, fit-
teen or fifty cents a day, as the case may be, belew the
scale. Tbey dispiace the home workmen, and as soon as
tbey have become permanently fixed, perhaps only atter a
ight for their position on the part et the home workmen,
thoy will, in timne, strike for a higher wage, trade becemes
disorganized,1 the country agitated, and waste et capital
and labour is the cest te the country. That is the result
et ref using te cenceede the right te workmen te fix the price
they are willing te sell their labeur at collectively. In the
request they now prefer, they only ask that the labourers
whe cerne in te work beside them shall be paid by the
contracter on the saine scale as is fixel by the werkmen
et the locality where the werk is done, and that the Gev-
ernment shall recegnizo te that extent the ce-operatien et
labour-a reognition that would scon oxtcnd te all
branches et industry. A case, te illustrato more torcibly
the position et the werkmen, came undAr the notice et the
writor lately. The Public Works Department deter-
mined te build a breakwater at Digby, Nova Scetia.
Plans and estimates et the werk were subniittod b y the
engineers te ceet $79,000, the sum apprepriated by
Parliament. Tenders wore called for, and the contract
was lot te the lewest tendorer, at $43,000 (little more thian
haIt the estimate) on the l8th et last Noveniber, the work
te be finished in eightoen menths. The censequence is
that the work bas net beon cemmenced, and the contrac-
ter bas been hunting about for cheap miaterial te enable
bim te have the werk donc within bis contract price. Te
complete bis contract hie will cither have te scamp bis
work or net pay bis workmen. Either the Govornment
or the workmen whe perform tho labeur wilt ho
injured by the eagerness et the contracter te get the
job. The contiactor having get it at a figure which rendoers
proper performance impossible, and finding himself in this
dilomma is nonplussed, and suggestions are perhaps thrown
eut that the work je locatAd in the wreng place fer the
mest effective service, which, if listened te, would give an
eppertunity te make up by wav et extras, and on an
average et contracte dealt witb in that way the public
treasury je sure te suiffer in the long mun and workn
be detrauded. How can the prayer et the petition frein
the labeur ceuncil ho acceded te with justice te centractors
and te the public ?

The system et tendering in sorne ceuntrios is as fellows,
and in tact in past days was the system in Canada : The
Chiot Engineer makos bis estimate et the work te be donc,
basing bis calculatiens upon the cest et matorial, scale ef.
wages, etc., and tenders are called for, the successful ton-
deror being the oeob approaches nearest te the engi-
neor's estimate, upon the l)rinciplo that it je net in the
interest et the p)ublic te lot a centract below ite value as
either the work will ho scampod or the labourera swindled.
Betore rnaking bis estimato the Engineer can ascertain
the scale et wages for which the labeur unions will under-
take te proeot the contracter frem strikes during the
pregroas et the work, and ho can place that rate in the
centract, the contracter will then be bound te pay this rate
te whatever bands hoe may empley. The details et the
system et preparing the estimates and figuring on the ten-
ders could be arranged se as te guard the public interests.
The advantage et the Government availing itself et a
system that will avoid strikes is maniteet. Strikes hindor
werk, irnpovorish the mon, disturb trade, and threaten the
public peaco. Strikes are bound te eccur as the industry
et tho country increasos, hocause the workmen are intent
upen raising their standard et employmont botb in its dig-
nity and emolumont. Tbey are accomplishing thoir object
gradually but firmly, with due respect te themeelves, and
te the interest the public. Thoir leaders are intel-
ligent and capable et directing; tbey are working as woll
for thoîr weaker hretbron as themselvs ; they know the
bardships et the sweating system ; they know the garrots
that centain the toilers wbo eke out a ecanty subsistonce
in the >lrgo cities, under the systom et tarrning eut work
tbrough a middleman, but they muet first socuro an
acknowledgment that thoy are working on legitimate linos
betore they can cast thoir mantde ef protection oer all
thcir fellow-workmen. When it becornes an acknow-
lodged principle that werkmon are ontitlod te seli thoir
work collectivoly and te ho protectod in their right te do
se, before an omployee et labour onters on bis work hoe
can go te tho trades councîl and ascortain wbat scaleofe
wages the labeur union will protect bim in ; hoe will thon
knew exactly what hoe bas te centend with, strikos will net
disarrange bis calculations'or increase bis tender te allow
for the lese ecuasioned by tbom. Workrnen are aiming te
become the partners et capital instead et its servants, net
on the principle that IlJack is as good as bis master," but
that they rnay onjey a greator share et the blessings et this
lite than bas bitherto falIon te their lot. In an onlight-
enod country like Canada, while wo are laying a teunda-
tien for the omployment et induetrial labour, we should
wieh the labourers God-speed, their ewn intelligence, their
ewn necossities will teacb them moderation, and that
ecenemy et living is quite as essential te ultimate success
and bappineas as is drawing bigh wages. Centonted woll-
paid labour is a hlessing te any country ; it increases the


