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stearn navy throughout the world, we may be able to utilise thern to give
power to our own fleet instead of finding tbern turned to the destruction
of aur commerce. Thirdly, by completing, in absolute security, under our
own, control, our telegraphic communication with our distant dependencies
and outlying forts. Lastly, by baving at home an effective army actually
ready at any moment to be made complete, of snob strength as a mercantile
marine like ours can suddenly and rapidly ship, with ail its stores, with
ail its needed land transport, and can deli ver in an unknown direction,
supported at home by such a force of volunteers and militia as will, when
actual invasion threatens, in the sense ini which it did in 1805, enable the
whale body together to take the field ; and when it does not, will enablti
the active army to be employed for the defence of the Empire, and the
fulfilment of national obligations.

So far as aur own immediate offensive strength against Russia is con-
cerned, we hold that it depends first on our navy ; and secondly upon our
being able to prepare for instant action as large a force as we can promptly
ship from our ports. We ought at least, in the first instance, to work up
to the Standard at which the Government is now aiming : that of putting
two army corps and a cavalry division into a condition for effective action
abraad, the oniy true and proper defence of aur empire. We believe firinly
that no German military authority would look upon the power we sbould
sa possess as the equivalent only of the force of Roumania, as Sir Charles
Dilke declares. The iRoumanian army in the field may be considerably
larger than two corps d'armée and a cavalry division. It is one thing to
have such a force on band ; it is another tbing ta be able ta deliver withi
it a blow in any direction we choose, wbile we also possess the command
of the sea.

But in order that sucb a farce able ta serve as a nucleus for allies may
also be able ta strike effectuaily, it is essential ta us that entry sbould be
passible for us inta tbe Black Sea as weIl as the Baltic. In India aur
whole advantage lies in forcing Russia ta act as far from bier base as pas-
sible, and in striking ber line of communications tbrough Persia, as has
been. admirably pointed out already by Col. Mapleson. To announce
beforehand that we restrict aggression to an attack upon Vladivostock, is
to abandon the mast effective part of aur special strengtb-tbe uncertainty
of the direction of aur blow.

It is rather remarkable tbat in speaking of Vladivostock Sir Charles
has not drawn attention ta the essentially offensive purpose witb which
Russia is strengthening bier fleet. Yet it is no secret that had war with
Russia broken out a few years aga, it was bier purpose ta have struck
thence directly upon aur Australian colonies, and that the knowledge of
that fact bas been tbe great motive whichbhas led aur colonists ta set
seriously ta work ta arm and prepare tbemselves. It may, an tbat
account, be necessary tbat one of aur earliest blows sbould be struck at
Vladivostock.

The danger* with wbicb Russia menaces us at present, bowever, is ber
steady pragress toward aur Indian frontier, extending ber dominion over
tribes at sncb a distance from us that we cannat witb advantage ta aur-
selves reach ber during ber progress, while yet sbe is continually mare and
mare able ta employ those tribes in barassing us. Hence it becomes of
the greateet importance ta judge wbat tbe real cbaracter of tbe Russian
army is, and whetber it is, as Sir Charles Dilke has alleged, so overwbelm-
ingly pawerful in Europe tbat, even with sucb allies as will be glad ta
join us in tbe task of opposing it, we bave reasan ta fear the issue. The
.Russian infantry undoubtediy hias tbose cbaracteristics of wbicb Sir
Charles has spaken. The men are ready ta die silently, and witbout
troublesome enquiries as ta wbat tbey are ordered ta do. As long as it
was possible ta form masses of tbem into great columns, and ta pusb tbem
forward regardiess of loss of life into the field af battle, the power of tbeir
obstinate heraism and of tbeir numbers was enormous. But the effects of
the breecb-loader on the cbaracter of modern figbting bas made itself faIt,
and the sacrifice of life in tbe attempt of 1877-78 upon Constantinople
was melancboly.

The national cbaracteristics of tbe Russian peasantry have nat cbanged.
The conditions of Russian life, and tbe absence of the men wba could
intelligentiy iead tbem in the 'subordinate ranks, are as marked as ever. All.
military observers wbo look below surfaces note it now as mucb as thon.
These factors in tbe estimate are absolutely ignared by Sir Charles Dilke.
The Russian cavairy of ai classes have recently been convertad inta a sort
of imitation of tbe mounted rifles wbo constituted the cavalry of the
American war. The Cossacks are not trained infantry soldiars in any
sense of tbe term. They are not mon accustomed fram cbildhood ta tbe
use of rifles, as wara the American marksmen. Thay are as unlike bigbly
effective mounted infantry as it is possible for men ta be. Yot Sir
Charles Dilke would impress upan bis readors tbe bolief tbat thero is no
kind of doubt as ta their superiarity ta ail cavalry whicb trusts cbiefly ta
the praper waapon of tbe true cavalry soldiers-the arme blanche. There
is ne country in Europe froni wbicb decisivo autbority may nlot be quatod
against him. Gerînan, Austrian, and French opinions are aIl ta the con.-
trary. But the most effective oxposure of the weakness of tbe present
Russian cavalry bas corne froin, a Russian pan, that of Colonel Baikov, wba
shows nat aniy that the present system is absolutely contrary ta ail Sound
principie, but tbat it is bapelessly unsuited ta the habits and traditions of
tbe Rum<sian cavalry itself. We certainly do nat deny tbe numerical force
of the Russian artillery. But artiliery is an anm exceptionally diflicuit ta
send in vast masses great distances froi borne over difficuit country and
ta keap supplied with the forage and the ammunition it neods. If aur
points of attack are weil chosen, however great may bo tbe numbers ai tbe
Russian artiliery at borne, on the field of battle we augbt nat ta moot witb
tliem in overwbolming farce. E. S.

TRIE PURPOSE 0F PAIN.

IT bas always been contended, as a partial explanatioîî of pain, that it
aeted as a protection ta the human race, wbicb, if it feit no pain from cer-
tain acta, rnight neyer learn ta avoid themn. Tbat is certainly a trutb as
regards seine acts, sncb as taking bot coals from a lire, or drinking
baîhing water, or walking carelessly over raugb ground, ahl wbicb men
avoid, because they have had, either personally or tbraugb the testimany
of others, experience of pain. IlThe burnt child," said the old cooks, Who
reduced wisdom ta pemmican, "ldreads the fire," and sa they papularised the
idea of protection as the apology for pain. Unfortunately, bowaver, tbis
fanm of protection is singulary imperfect, the pain bearing fia kind of
proportion or ratio ta the danger involved. A man may bave agany fram
toothache, wbich, except for the pain it involves, daes nat matter ; but if
bie bas a great aneurism, with a cansequent liability to sudden death or a
liver Ilsaturated witb cancer," from which there is no recovery, he abtains
fia warning froni pain. Pain gives fia warning against malaria, or many
infections ; whiie some of the poisons-opium, for instance-inflict fia pain
at ail. Tbe protecting influence of pain, thougb it exists, is therefore
camparatively of smail importance, and as an explanation of the reason for
pain, is totaiiy inadequate. Sa, it bas long been conceded, is its directiy
educating influence. Not ta mention that nany buman beings pass fromt
the cradle ta the grave without expeniencing physical pain, and that the
allowance of pain served ont by circumstances or Providence is astound-
ingly unequai-those wbo say it is not, neyer felt acute pain-it ie an
open question still whetber pain inakes men, on the wbole, better or worae.
It makes a few men better, past ail question ; but tbey will generally be
sincere devotees of sanie creed which teaches resignation, and the majority
of mankind believe in no creed of tbe kind. Pain inakes the natural man
very angry ; and in a savage state lia attributes it ta witchcraft, partly, fia
doubt, in order ta make the resulting vîndictiveness seem rationa]. Tbe
Australian who breaks bis arm "lgoes faor" bis nearest enemy at once, on tbe
plea that hie bas obviousiy and unmistakeabiy bewitcbed iim. Tbe moden
world is not incliined ta believe that pain makes cbildren botter, bavingy
in fact, banisbed the aid idea about the curative influence of! the rod; and
tbougb many modern ideas are erroneous, that one bas mucb evidence ini
its favour. We sbould say that among the uncbastened races pain
develops much more evil than good, and tended on the whole, ta deteriarate
man, as it is bel ieved to bave deteriorated the carnivores; and even amang
the civilised its effects are eitber nuil or evil. It wouid be bard ta prove
tbat wamen are marally the botter for their tortures in cbildbirtb ; wbiie
tbe effect of much pain on men is as often resentment or chronie bitter-
ness, am patience or resignation. The dread of pain, again, is tbe grand
cause of cawardice, as weii as of caution, and tbough tbe virtue of courage
may be over-praised-we do not tbink so, for courage is unselfishness-~it
is impassible ta deny that cowardice, except wben wbolly involuntary, iO
a noxiaus vice. Stîike out of the worid the selfisbness developed by fear
of pain, and it would not oniy be a happier world, whicb may nat SignifYe
but a better worid, wbich certainly does. Yet if the ultimate reasan for
pain is its educating influence, its affect shauid always be seen at ieast il,
a tendency tawards gaod.

Is it nat conceivabiy possible-we offer it as a suggestion ta be cfl"
sidered-and not as a theory to be acceptad-tbat the abject with wbiCh
pain is sent inta the world is not the developmont of man's moral nature
sa nîucb as the develapment of his energy 1 Man cau do ana tbing, whioh
God, froni His very perfectness, cannot do, and tbat is, make an effort; and
wbatevar the grand conceaied purpose, a part of it must be that uIiBn
abouid strive. We may liot see what ha can do by striving, or ha'w hie
can add by striving ta the store of force in the universe ; but if bie NVOre
not intended ta strive, ta develop wiii, and display enorgy, and make ex8r'
tions, the world would sureiy bave been made a very different ana frou'
wbat it is. Lt is always wbipping him up, bim and tbe animais toa. Tiere
are only two farms of pain which are absoluteiy universal among sentien t

'creatures, wbîch mon feal as strongiy as wamen, and animais mare keeflul
than bath, and wbich buman beings, wbetber reflned or degraded, Bbs5
iuteiy refuse ta endure; and those two are bunger and tbirst, the two grand
impelling farces of the worid. Withaut thoso two pains there would be
fia worid such as we know it. The wild animais wouid saunter awaY e
;daing natbing; the useful beast, released alike fram hunger and the Whifil
would be wortbiess ta man ; and man himseif, tbaugh ha might refleot
well as saunter, wouid scarcely be brought ta work. Thora ara other %yhiPo'
na doubt, and ta thinkers wbo confuse Western Europe with the world,
thase wbips may appear most patent ; but take away tbirst and bugr
and Asia and Africa-that is, threa-fourths of nîankind--wouid sink bOk
in resigned caim, lazy, and prabably intenseîy vicious, îotos-eaters. WI1Y
do thinga, wben reating brings no paini That is the creed of the few I0
where food involves littie labour ; and if it invoived nana anywber(e eh0e
would have been the creed of the restless Aryan, wbo is at the top 1*mainiy because ho fait the nocaasity of escaping pain mare koeniy tha,, b
neîgburs, and could inflict mare pain an thom. Is iL flot possible tliaL
a'painless world-if we couid conceive of such a thing, and tbat il n0 are
difficuit than tbe unreflecting think-would ba a wonld witb indfntl
iess energy in it, that is a wanld lesa capable of working out the divt"l

abjet o themyaery f pin i th proucton a deiniepurpose, wbatever tbat purpose may be 1 La it, in fact, nat conce
that theabeto h ytr fpi stepouto o nergy? 0f
can ail Sec tbat is the resuit, with animais as well as buman beings' .~
the onytwo pista which every sentient creaturo is hiable ; and WnaY '
not also be the resuit of the remainder ? Many men escape 'pai aI' ti
lives, but ail are affected, and in somie sense dominated by the k 0noied
that pain is in the world and may be sbared by themselves. Mon an
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