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armed and trained, would become the allies of Japan, etc. Malte-Brhoped bis plan would prove acceptable to tlie "ltranscendent genius frcwhom the world awajted te know its destinies."
IT is generally believed that in the eigIhteenth century girls in Frarwere always educated in convents. This is partly truc. But from 1 7,girls comuienced to be educated at home. Th)ere were stili educatiorconvents in Normandy and Flanders, where eacfi danisel biad bier o)apartment, wfienc gentlemen visitor8 were received at the grated parloiand tbe severity of dress became less ri gid. But somie years before tIIlevolution of 1789, it was the fashion tO bring up a girl at borne, Swas educated by reading books, by conversation, and by observation in tsocial milieu she frequcnted. At Paris, M. Bardoux says, tlie girls of t.middle classes only entered a couvent to prepare for their confirmati,Tfiey passed their lives niear thoir mothers ; tliey enly went out twiceweek, in special toilette--on Sunday te eliunch and for a walk, the othday being given to famîily visits.
The girls were also broughit te picture shows;- but neyer to a theattilt. tfiey were married. Masters came to the flouse to give tbem lessorAfter lcaving the convent a y ouiig lady generally cducated bei-self ; sread the samne books as lier brothers, observed and noted current facts aiideas; in a word, she drifted iiïto hoth fact and sentiment. Nor wheu- domestic educaiou neglected ; she was initiated into fousekeepinher toilette was simple; sfic rolled up lier sleeves to work ; woreother jewellery but a simple Jeannette cross; sfic was active, orderly, aisougbt only domnestie pleasurt's. But wbei îarried, she displayediimagination more vivid iin society ; in lier home sho en.jeyed iînmiiediateperfect equality ; no business transaction' wias concluded without lier cesent, and if slic were weak in ortbegrapîîy, sfic liad ,ît least a niefi fundproper sense.
The provinces at tfiis tinte wielded a greater power than Paris. 1ýbook could find readers in tlic capital if it had not been stainped wuth thapproval of the provincials. I n thle rili ad ilourîsin<iii maritime citie!

Bordeaux, Nantes, etc., faîuily tIv-,triealýs 'vere gDeneral. "'len, wlien thRevolution arrived, it was tChe logical rl'of tlnse iddle Classe te substtute a social state simple, liew, andl uniform, based on equality of cenditiouus, to replace inlstitioneîs at once aristocratie aid feudal. None merChan middle.class woiiien felt th(, poignancy of thieir social inifeniorit)And wivcs experienced tItis more keenly thani lîuslayds. TPlie insuIt of thiDuC (le Clermont-Toerre..,e Co 3aiiiaves mtitter at the GranedIe lbeatrtoucbed mniddle-class soCiety to the quicîr.'
[t was at the churefi i the provinces, where precedence becamnecapital question, that social inferiority 'vas mio.st rampant. To escape th(pride and snobbism of flic upper classes, nîany famtilies reinoved te ParihAnd yct, as late as Louis X VI., wben Chiateaubriand was inivited te join irthe royal hunt, fie had te establIisf bis nobility fiac< te tic year 1400 1To bu a page te a Inere e(luenry, even in the lieuses of Orleans or Condé, itwas nccessary te have an ancestry CI(*ar baek two centuries' The farmers'wivcs only dcmanded that their pour dogs fie delivered from thepiutan immense spikcd collar, that thte seigneurs orde.red te be suspended freinthe neck of the degs te prevent tliem seizing a fiare, iii case it traversetithe poultry yard ; it was net a nzzle, but a pillery!The womcn were tIi0 londest epponenits ef the court abuses ; theywaged an incessant war of epigranis against the coteries of Marie Antoi-nette. And wlien the Revolution was acconiplislied, tfley accepted imime-diately the sacrifices it demaiffld ; tfley sutffered bravely ; tbey were onlyhappy when their busbands enrollt'd iniftie National Guardi; they eschewedail toilettes that recalled tlic courtly and airistocratic past. And theyadoptcd new costuntes4fihose wvficli signified a Coniplete modification ofordinary life, and the possession of social indepenleutce and its rights.TiiE "lMerneirs ef tîre Princesse de 8ayn-Wittgenstein " continues te bcthe sensational. book of flic season. Its stran'go revelatiens about socialrigflts and duties affect net only tlie bigficst families in Germany, but aIseHome in Russia, Poîand, Italy, and F4ranic(,. The Princess's enigin is cloudy ;she apparently flelouîgs te tîîe Berlin Ie urgecoisie. 11cr book is a journal ofber fortunes and niisfortunes, written in flic natural scbool vein,' but netliceuitieus. It is full of pathos and ithos. Ail, flowever, i8 sîcrefamily of Sayn-Wittgenstein is net "lroyal," but very noble, and, above ail,proud. Wficn sfic wed the ofiief of this bouse ber real life was as fabulous asa Cinderella's. Her busband died in 1876, lcaving ber ail bis wealtfi. It isfrein tfiis point the blook becomes as interesting a study of manners as anyever Balzac sketched.

The relatives of thie defunct impounded the revenues of the estates, andplaced suaIs on the château. The widew was thus next te rendered penni.less. When she annived, in the depth of winter, with the remains of berhusband for hurial in tbe castle chapel, she was driven off; sfic obtained

un lodging in the village inn, while thie coffin was smuoycied inoisvut bymiaback-way ncservcd for the servants. n
The dccascd's brother, Prince Frederick, broke the will, on the groundLee that the widew was ebenbiiîtig, that is, net noble, a par enu. Hie bimsclfý2, mannied an actrcss of the Cassel Theatre. This dees 'not illustrate Men-tal taignc's nemark "That the seuls of emnperou.s and cofiblers are cast in thevu saine menld." It is said that in Genmany the nebîlity-wonîd respectsin, Leibnitz-not because fie is exactly the great philosopher of humanlie tbougflt, but that lie was a baron and yct ebenbitrtig. Prince Frederick

lie tome ycars age was sent te travel to cure fis fast life: fie dnopped in onhthe beathen Chinee ; passed as a "Iblood-royaî prince" was feastcd andho incensed; prcsidcd at reviews, etc., with an aplomb te fie equalled only inDin an operette.
a TimE ncw Minister of Marine, Admnirai Aube, is a man of keen obser-eur vation, well read, and pessesses the pen of a rcady wnitcr. Hec bas seen aCgood deal of service in thie East and the Pacifie, and bis descriptions of thene countries fie has vîsitcd are picturesque, raey, dlean, but, above ail, full OfiS. sound sense and ripe judg"ment, as bis "Notes d'un Marin" tcstify. But, likehe the majenity of bis countrymen-and Hugo is the mest n'otorious sinnen in,'id this respect-he ldces net think a subject eut. There is snap whcre weas expeet cennction and cerrelation, Pity Jules Ferry did flot read biLg;n hna 
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ED"IUUATION NOTES.

IY AT the, recent Normal Schoel examinatien in this city ail the candi-n- dates were successfuî but one. If this rcmarkable resuit werc in cense-of quence of the well-directed efforts of the teachers in tbat institution, thero ceuntry weuld bave good reasen te rejeice ; if, on tbe etber fland, it'fol-r0lewed frein the easy character of flic examination papers set by the Central.e Cemînittce, we ight conclude tlîat it was intended te let as many pass as3, possible. But, if wc may believe those who 'vrote at the examuination, thee leepard fias net clîangÏed lus spots, for there is the usual crop of cemplaintsi-about the diticult character of the papens, and mattens that are a subjeet ofcemmen talk amengst tChose wlîo passed prevent us from enturtaining thee first fiypothesis. Tho trutli i that grave irre-gu larities marked the wbole1. final examination. Lt is a well-understeod rule of the Education Depart-e ment that at ne examiziatioti for certificates is tîte teacher te preside evere bis ewn students, t- is lie allowed te read tlucir papiers. fiance bigfi-scîteol niasters arc strictly prcclzuded froin actintg as sub-exazniners i the'i July examiziatiens. If this mile is necessary fer tîue nen-prefessional> xaoiinatieuis flcld at thue varions hii scliools, how mnuclu more niccssary is4it at the Normial School, as a guarantee te the counEry tChat evcry precau-tien is talcen te secure tlic ioest cenîpetent persens te becoime teachers inour public scfleols. T[he Education Departmnent was evidently of thisopinion wlien it made tlîe mule fer placin'g the professional examinatiensaltogether iii tAe bîands of the, Central Cornmittee, net enly te prepare theqIuestions, but te preside (luring flic exaîninations, and te read the answers.Yet will it fie believed that at the recent examination tItè Normal Schoolmasters presided wbite their students were wnîting, and botbl tflcy and theModel School teachers read the papers. It may bie said that ne fiarmceuld result fronu tiiese masters presiding. Unider erdinary circumnstancesthis mniglit fie truc ; but wlien we learu that cribbing was carnied on exten-sively during tlie session, and tCiat the man wbese marks entitled hum tethe gold modal lest that flonour on acceunt of this offence, we are con-vînced that the mIle of the l)epartinent is a seund one, and sflould net bavefleen dcparbed front. Thtis fault of cribbing is apparentîy a venial one inthe eyes of the Central Corinittce, for wbite the individual in question wasdcprived of the gold modal, his naine was ameong those recommended forcertificates, and fie is sent forth te the country as one who is morally aswcll as intcllectuaîîy fitted te train up a chuld in the way fie sbould go.AT last we have a declaration frem the eight clergymen wbo fatbenedtlie Scripture Readin gs issued by the Eclucî.tien Department. In it theysay IIThat the volume of selections was intended te fie thorougfly repre-sentative of every portion of the Seniptures, whethei. of a moral or doctrinalcharacter, and it is believed that a sligflt examinatîoî of the book wil]make this cîcar." Now, were net Chose gentlemen tamnpering witb thenon-sectarian characten of our school system in recommenct
0 g, and theEducation Departmient going beyond its duty inacpig an tig odoctrinal character at, aIl i If the Bible is te be used in our scbools it isas a guide te right cenduct, net for the purpese of instilling doctrinaloiinwbetber of tbe four deneminations te whicii the signers of thememorandum flong or any other. But a Ilslight examination " of thebook shows us that at best it is but a thing of IIsbreds and patches."Take, for instance, the lesson on page 22, that professes ta give an account
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