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hampered, as often before, in their,tallest, the Duke of Devonshire
b

CURRENT |
COMMENT

The eflect of a good story, even|
if the point bhe mnot altogether|
missed, is often impaired by the.
omission of an important circum-’
Stance. Thus in a series of very in-
teresting “Random Reminiscences

|
|
i
{
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in, then it is wholesome training:can draw logical conclusions from
for them all. I do mot believe in | those facts; and the trouble with
having schools where Loys having mmost evolutionists is that they sin
an aptitude for science shall learn 2gainst the most elementary laws
nothing else, and schools where Of logic, by deducing vast conctu-
boys who have an aptitude for Sions from very slender premisses.
Ietters shall have nothing but aA hundred weak probabilities can
not | ne€ver warrant a cock-stre conclu-
agree with premature specigliza- Sion. Father Muckermann’s treat-

literary education. I do

tion.

i

i

ment of this point is so clear and
convincing that we quote the entire

history, by trader and gold-seeker.
The Catholic priest, portrayed with
some degree of verisimilitude, has |
appea:red in some recent novels by J tremely diminutive person ; but
non—(,a.tholics, but Miss Robins is, | ofd Roberts is really five fe,et six
we believe, the first to break wholl ‘land a half, a half inch taller than
With the Jesuit of the Protestant | C€neral Sir John French, Kitchener
tradition, while manifesting in the |15 the tallest of English generals
natural evolution of her story the  here represented. Lord Alverstone
viclous grip of said tradition on ff.i"e feet eleven, is the tallest in the’

s‘ix fget one. Mr. Balfour is six feet.
Soldiers and the populace generally
speak of ‘Little Bobs’ as an ex-

,» | passage. even homest and chivalrous non.|Jitdges’ gallery, and Lord Halsbury i

The third part of our thesis is|Catholics. Much of the interest of}ﬁve feet three, the shortest. Sizz
directed against Dr. Hans Frie-| the book for the Catholic reader is | Oliver Lodge, with his 75 inches
denthal, who in the years 1900-:iR t‘he impact of the gold-quest ilooks down on ILord Kelvin, at thf)}
1902 attempted to prove a blood|against - the soul-quest, and thefC’ﬂm end of the line of scientists
: relationship between man and the  Shattering of one man's worldlyiwith his 67 inches. Among actors
omlts,_ before, during and alter the does not offer any prool for the | authropoit apes. He maintains ! ambitions in consequence. Yet the Mr. Tree is the only six-footer. Sir
following anecdote, all mention of common genetic ()l:igin of man and | that human blood has the pro_fauthor Is not a Catholic, and canf Henry Irving is five feet ten. Sir

the Cardinal's great size: ape : meither does the amatomical] Perty of decomposing the blood of| not be suspected of special plead-| Edward Elgar, the tallest of the

From Various Sources,” which ap- In the New York ‘Aessenger
aAtelv 1 ORI I aria ') . - " 3 )
beared lately in the “‘Ave Maria,” ¢ o tyis snonth Father Muckermann, |
the author, perhaps because he was ¢ v yrites verv learnedly on
so familiar with Cardinal Wiseman’s | “70(’)105:‘, and the Origsin of Man.” :
N T o - s ! i & * .
ai)l‘ef‘r‘”““ that he thought mone yiup  “\ealth of scientific argu- |
of his readers needed the reminder, o he chows that paleontology :

“He used to 'relate. with amuse- similarity between the two, Tor| lower apes, whilst it has no l:llg- th only tells a story, true in | musicians and singers represented,
ment and satisfaction how, onj, .. enibrvological history, nor! effect on the blood of those of a|Its main features, and of remorse- 1S five feet ten and a half. Cricket.
is S -151 o B v 5 o ’ ; 1e- 3 i o 38 ic.! i S et 4 v
his last visit to Ireland, he had their blood relationship. The argu-! higher species. Hence, he con-!less logic.” rers average high, the tallest being

been characteristically welcomed ments are directed  especially cludes: “We do not only descend [J. E. Tunnicliffe, six feet two and

(Ward's Life of Card. Wiseman, vol.

~author of “Modern Views on Elec-

‘tary teaching of natural science:

by a ragged native. As soon as!
he had set {oot on Irish ground|
this warm-hearted [cellow pusheid!
his way tllrough the crowd, and,
falling on his knees before him,;
seized his hand, which he covered]
with kisses, exclaiming at the]
same time: “‘Now, thin, by holy

St. Patrick, Heaven bless your

immensity !

Yet the fact that Cardinal Wise-,
man was six feet two, ruddy and|
very portly, ‘‘a mountaiu of flesh,”’ |
as Father Purbrick calls him

II., p. 163), adds great sharpness to |
the point of the Irishman's “Im-

from apes, but we are true apes
ourselves.”

We gladly wish the author joy
in this happy conclusion, but pro-

against Huxley, C. Vogt, Darwin,
Haeckel and Dr. Hans Fricdenthal.

tremely
Strand Magazine for this month.

ta half, with W. G. Grace half an
) iinch shorter. President I,oubet is
m  the five feet six, the French average,
{and President Roosevelt, five feet

“Inches and Eminence"” is an ex-
curious article

Much used to he written, some
thirty years ago, about human
skulls unearthed in what were sup-
posed to be tertiary strata; but

Father Muckermann, after exa’min—]
ing and measuring the most famous.

of these skulls (Cro-Magnon,
I’homme Mort, Dolmenbauer, etc.)
proves, by quotgtions from presefit
day authropologists of great re-
pute, that tertiary relics of man
are wanting and the traces of hu-
man activity that were believed to
be of tertiary origin are of a very

Mr. Bechles Willson begins hy say-!
ing that the world knows little of |
the stature of its greatest men. ;
“Take so glaring a case as that of |
Napoleon. Here is g personag*e?
constantly under surveillance ‘byE
people struck by the onme eminent
peculiarity of his person ; yet he
would be an ingenious inquirer who
should succeed in reconciling the
various accounts given of Napo-!
leon’s stature. Bourienne, who had?
ample opportunities for observing
him closely, says he was five feet

test against its wider application,
and this for two reasons: because
(1) the results are still dubious
and the experiments do not per-!
fectly agree; (2) even if the fact |
were undoubtedly true we could |
only infer a similarity of chemi-
cal properties between the blood
of two beings, but not their|
genetic relation. For it would;
have to be proved that a genetic
relation is the only explanation
of the alléged fact. But this can

nine, not much above the American
average. ‘

_The Winnipeg Normal School
library is now provided with a
copy of “Jesuit Education” by
Robert Swickerath, $.J. This
large volume of 687 pages, which
appeared last year, soon took rank
as one of the best works on gen-
eral pedagogy and the ablest de-
fence yet published of the Jesuit
system by one who knows what he
Is writing about. It speaks

mensity.” And nowadays most : - g not be done, for although Frie-j ° ~ "~ . )
- nature, that lacial . two inches 1 5
people have forgotten or mnever f:;g)t‘ilis e\%er?einc}l a true gnan | denthal showed experimentally measured h’mlx) lznczitag u:\i_alt;and volumes for the fairmindedness of
knew what the great prelate’s d that leofitology kmows r’m that the blpod of a crab (cancer and found his distinew hed OPhom, | the Normal School principal that
physique was. an ¢ a tpaman &3 pagurus) is indissoluble in the red| . to be five (feet Sg‘fls eMpais;en- he should of his own accord have
ancestors to ) corpuscles of a rat, it would befon does  not qeeme‘?;‘ 1‘);' “‘1”' sent for this profoundly Catholic
¢ ini " are said . _ ahsurd to rush to the conclusion ' : Re aware 'y ok to adorn shelv

These ‘‘Reminiscences’”’ are sat Hacckel's Iantastic’  that these two measurements agree 1)ibrqry0w}:e(r2 o tg:r 1221:: esofoftha
ary w nt. e

to be drawn especially from Mr.:
Percy Fitzgerald, F.S.A., and Mrs.
W. Pitt Byrne. One wonders which
of the two—or was it the com-
Piler himself 7—is responsible for
the prophetic touch with which the
following passage ends. Speaking
of Catholics in England some sixty
Yyears ago, the writer says:

There was but little intercourse
between Catholics and Protes-
tants. In some respects, how-
ever, this state of affairs was not
without 1ts advantages. Catho-
lics married Catholics only ; there
was deep reverence for all things
spiritual ; there was hardly a
Catholic family of importance
that did not furnish a priest to
the Church in each generation.

Low-necked dresses were things
unheard of at Catholic parties;
the waltg was unknown. Catho-
lic young men danced only with
Catholic girls, because to them
their acquaintance was strictly
confined. Among the devout, it
would have been considered very
unbecoming to attend church in
anything but the plainest bonnet.
It was a time of ‘plain living
and high thinking,” such as is
never likely to return again until
after the passage of that socialis-
tic, perhaps bloodless, but more
probably bloody, revolutif)n
which, whatever may be its in-
justices, horrors and atrocities, |
will winnow the wheat from the

In refuting
theory that the anatomical paral-
lelism between the various stages
in man’s embryology and his past
history leads to the inference of his
purely animal origin, Father Muc-
kermafn answers first, that even
if this parallelism were a {fact, it
w(ould not necessarily imply evolu-
tion ; and secondly, that this paral-
lelism is a pure fiction. He quotes
Conn as saying: “Of these twenty-
one stagés, more than half ha\.ye
been proved to be wrong, and in
regard to some of the others it is
questionable. This attempt of
Haeckel, made with such boldness
as almost to inspire belief, is thus
a failure’ In describing these ima-
ginary stages Father Muckermann
can afford to be humorous.

“According to Haeckel the first
and second stage of the human
ovum, in which it consists of only
one cell, is a repetition of man's
racial development, when he had
the honor to belong to the single-
celled monera and amebae ..

The fifth, the gastrula—«levelop-

ment, points without any doubt

to the fancied gastreades_, which

were so happy as to consist of a

single cavity. Then comes the

sixth phase in which the human

#mbryo represents the primitive

worni, which is soon followed by

the seventh, that of the mo%luscs,
and the eighth, 5 reproduction of
the ascidians. These worthy ani-
mals close the first half of the hu-

| ceptible conscience. Recently, in

that rats descend directly from|
crabs. Consequently, it would Be
equally illogical gto make 5 sim-
jlar conclusion bétween man and
ape. Indeed, we could well invert
the whole process, and say: In
the same way as the rat is not
directly related to the crab, so
also does man stand in no direct
relationship to the orang.

perfectly ; because the French foot,
“le pied de roi,”’ which was at that
time “still in use, the metric system
being new and not yet popular, is
almost one “inch- longer than the
English foot (exactly 12.99 English
inches) and consequently five feet
two French is equivalent to a little
more (on account of the added two
inches, i, e., one-sixth of .99) than
) - five feet seven (exactly 67.11 inches)

We think we have said enough to| English. However, this does not
show that Father l\luckermat}n’s affect Mr. Willson's contention that
article is a most valuable contribu-{ypnarent stature is deceptive. Some
tion to the evolution CONtrOverSy| men appear shorter than they
and that it cannot be ignored by|reqily are, while others seem taller
any one who attempts to defend|ip,y their true -stature. We know
Herbert Spencer, who built “his| ne man who is frequently mis-
elaborate philosophical system onlijken for a six-footer, although he
so unstable a basis. ® |is only five feet eight. So Mr.
Willson took the precaution of
writing to all the eminent men
whose forms and heights he gives
in a series of pictures, which will
be g surprise to many. Thus in his
picture gallery of sovereigns King
Edward VII. appears as five feet
eight and a half inches, while his
left hand neighbor, his nephew, the
Kaiser, is about one inch shorter.
The tallest sovereign in Europe is
the King of the Belgians, represented
as nearly six feet five; the short-
est is the present King- of Italy,
five feet two. Taking the British
Association Authropometric Com-
mittee’s ‘“mean” stature of the Bri-
tish Isles as five feet seven and
seven-eighths of an inch, and de-
ducting fiveeighths of an inch for

A Winnipeg business man, who
employs quite a number of ?lerks,
willingly engages the service of
Catholics because he says he can
trust them, although he himself is
very far from being a Catholic and
is not even credited with any per-

the absence of his cashier, he con-
fided the cash department to a
Catholic clerk The latter objected
on the plea of dreading the respon-
sibility. ‘‘Oh,” replied the boss, I
know I can trust you, for if you
did steal, the next g,ime you went
to confessiom, you would have to
make restitution.”

readers
publisher is B. Herder, 17 South
Broadway, St. Louis, Mo.

Persons and Facts

Mr. D. J. O'Donoghue, Fair
Wages Officer, stopped here Sunday
last on his way to Prince Albert.

The “‘Educational Review'’ of St.
John, N.B., for this moxth, an-
nounces that “Mr. Frank Allen,
Ph. D., a graduate of the Univer-
sity of New Brunswick, and recently
senior instructor in the department
of physics at Cornell University,
has been appointed professor of
physics in the University of Mani-
toba, Winnipeg, at a salary of
$2,000.”" The salary is $2,500, and
Dr. Allen was the first of the new
professors to arrive here.

Mr. Kenneth McLeod, who died
in this city last Sunday at the age
of 73, came to this country in 1852,
and is said to have built in 1857
the first house outside of Fort
Garry. If this be so he was the
founder of that hamlet which, some
years later, was called Winnipeg,
and numbered 150 souls in 1870-

it . :

In the *“Trifluvien” Father F, A,
Baillarge warns the Catholic public
against the ‘Grammaire Fran-

chaff. the false fpbm the true; . L. t “Mes-
o : ; cestral pedigree. Commen-| peyiewing in the current “Mes s X ise” laude Auger, published
e e ;he days of pgs:cu’;:O;ll IZ:E;; :}rllc secon-é) hgirf, we are led seng;:r” E{frizabeth Robins’s “The }‘TOOtS, e Edwin*lt represe}laletsdm i“:‘-;zo:f C This grg:m,mir says
are passed, a mnew order sha - to thel: . » from which we|his own person what may - treal. hi Y

arise on the ruins of the old, and| upwards and onwards Magnetic North, scribed as the standard British sta- |t learned critic, takes the first

Christ shall come to His own

again.

|

Sir Oliver I,odese, the famous!
tricity,” makes these eminently
Sensible remarks about the elemen-

I have found nearly all children
rather Leen to know about natu-
ral and astronomical things.
They do not always care for
machinery. Boys sometimes care
about such things as a bicycle or
a pump, but girls hardly eVer.do.
They may easily be made tired
with science teaching of am un-
wise kind, but, if they are initi-
ated in a kind of science which
children ought td be interested |

skulless lancelet, the lamprey and
the stage of fishes, when our
forebears were the happy owners
of fins and gills, and smiled the
genidl smile of the shagk. The
twelfth stage is that of the lung-
fish, the thirteenth the siren, and
the fourteenth that of the sala-
mander and polliwog—in happy
recollection of which blissful. fact
we even at prefent distinguish a
certain class of men with ’the en-
dearing title of polliwogs.’

Father Muckermann’s refuta'fion
of Friedenthal’s «plood relation-
ship” is an excellent example of the
logician’s superiority over the mere
scientist who is not logical. Science
gives facts; but philosophy alone

X

last week borrowed g striking pas-

sage on the Jesuits in Alaska,"Miss ture.” This “remarkable fact,” as

R . a4y says: “It is Mr., Willson calls it, agrees with—
f a\fvh:;:il;:fuﬁl:. gggg Zf o};‘iginality, or shall we say, has led up to ?—his
power, and fascination beyond | conclusion, well supported by his
ught that we can recall in the picture galleries, that ‘‘eminence—
?mgels of many seasons.’ .T}}e i. e, great talents, great capacity
author has broken a new trail in!|—is found oftenest in both abmor-
literature, not only in the Arctic mal extremes. But the no\.rmal man
setting of her story, but in jts|is of normal‘ hel:gh‘t—an.d if %1e does
ahsorbing human interest without|not accomplish revolutions in poli-
the heretofore indispensable hero|tics, warfare, and art, he at least
and heroine . In still another ac.hreves wha.'t genius  too ofte'n
way the story is umique; for the|misses, the prize of persona«l. !u}pph-
Jesuit missionaries, fruit of the ness ’gnd the virtue of good citizen-
martyr-blood of Archbishop Seg- ship. .
hers, Alaska's first apostle, figure
prominently im -it, faithful. to t.he
life in their efforts to christianize
and civilize the aborigines, and

In Mr. Willson's gallery of Bri-
tish statesmen the shortest is Yord
Rosebery, five feet five, and the

step recommended by “La Ligue de
I'Enseignement” : it ignores God.
All mention of religion and religious
motives is studiously avoided. Only
twice is the name of God printed
in the book, and each time as a
mere expletive, “Bon Dieu !|” and
“Ah Mon Dieu !»

There has arisen in Italy a ln-
guistic genius who beats Cardinal
Mezzofanti all hollow. The latter
spoke only eighty languages, while
Alfredo Trombetti is said to know

four hundred of the native dialects-

of North and South America alone,

although he is only 38 years old.
‘“La Verite,”’ of Quebec, very pro-

petly takes to task “La Patrie,” of

are . non-Catholics. . The. . .
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