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peating thc devil's pîcasant lie, Iltbou shaît n ot surcly die," tbcy arc flot

only bcaring false witness against their brctbrcn, but are giving currcrmcy ta

the erroneous impression that many lcarncd and thoughtful Christian men dis-

believe the doctrine ai retribution, and are therefore tbcmsclves doing wliat

tbey can ta encourage a hope for impunity mn sin ? M.

SIR,-The accident ta the Steamer Sardinian is another additian ta, the

casualties caused by the explosion ai gases, the accumulation ai which must be

consequent upomi the wvant of proper ventilation. Stmch an accident as that

whicb occtrred on the Sardinian, it seems ta me, could have been obviated by

sinking ventilating shafts ai cast iromi or other mnetal firomn the decks ta the

hýold ai the sbip, thrormghout its varions compartments. TIhis is donc %vitlî

leaders ta the smroke stack, by whichi the atmospliere ai the column could

be rarified when the fires are on, which is alvays the case except

when in part, when t)ther means suchi as wouid be mast convenment, could

be put in use. My experiences bave sbewvn me that it is periectly

practicable ta relieve buildings, shops. or mines irom vitiated atnîosp)lire, amîd

the place supplied with pure air. There is no want more icît by the public, in

churches, public buildings, music halls, hotels, steamsbips, railroad cars, and

especially Pulman cars, bospitals, &c., &c., than the want ai praper ventilation.

1 have often, wben in conversationi with ocean steamship passengers, beemi told

they feit fia want sa great as that ai pure air on board, amîd that the stench irom

tbe steerage and bilge water was mast offemnsmve. There ms not the slmghtest

necessity for suchi unpleasantness and danger ta the passemîgers. if shipowmîers

would go ta the expense, and be wvilling ta accept a true systeni ai ventilation.

I bave oftemî noticed in hospitals the physiciami arrive and go through the wards,

wbere pcrliaps there may be twenty or thirty beds, Somule occumîicd by the poor

consumptive, others by patients ragimg with typhnid lever, and the remaimider

witb those ai variaus diseases ; the first orders will be, throw the windows open.

I bave seen tbis done with the thermioneter at zero ; wvhile the lever patients

would feed the benefit, the others would be greatly dmstressed.

It is natoriaus where the general public omîly are cancernied, individual

wants and comforts, are tao aitemi ignored. Lt is to be truly hoped that the

accident in question will cali for investigation inta sucb systems as are being

offered and bave tests iairly given, by whicb the pumblic intcrests may be most

benefitted. Sa far as ni) systemn is concernied, I arn satisfied it is correct, and
wauld mtmch rather give tbe public the benefit ai it for notbimîg than that aone

human bcing sbouild suifer or any quantity ai praperty sbould te destrayed. I

have given you my pamphlet, which treats mnore directly upon my system, and

if you tbink this, amîd ivith such comnments as you may deemn necessary, warthy

a place iii your columns, you will perhaps do a public benefit, and comnfer a

favoir upon

JOHNSON BRIGGS.

[We are glad to call attention to the important mattcr broached lu Mr.

Brigg's letter. WcV have liad experience of the hiorrors of no air on ship hoard.

in the train, in the sick-romr, in churches, and have longed with strong fc0liing

that the Lord wauld raise up a man who shall convince the people that firesh

air is flot a curse but a biessing. Air and light, good firiends ; give us more of

themn and we wiil bless youi.-EDT.Rra]

l'THE FUTURE LIFE."

"If the line of thoughit suggested by my former article has enabied
Quartus " and your other readers ta perceive that a man's lai/l is reaily ilis

life princple,-that principie whicli both produces and dominates bis celestiai,
spiritual, rational, and physical being,-they will 1hardly feel any need of an
answer ta the query. Whence does man derive this will or life? There can be
but one source of ail lif,-the One self-existent being, God, thc sole creator af
ail animate and inanimate things. Are we thien but disintegral portions of Ris
Divine Life, braken off and separated from Himi,-smali parts of self-existence,
independent in every sense in our lesser degree as Hc is in Ris Infinite degree ?
Facts wouid seemn ta be against this. We can neither create for continue life.
We cannat, by impasing into it aur own life, re-create even a faded flawer, nor
re-vivify a dead insect, though by attention ta laws wîîich we ever fée to be
beyond aur control, we can rear rieur flowers ftam the sceds of the dead ones,
and develope the germn of life in the insect's egg by artificiai means. True, we
]ive again in aur children, yet we know wve are flot the authors of their being.
We are anly the channel through which their life has corne ta them. These
facts are at once perceptible ta the rational part af us if we tbink fromn the
inner cause ta the outward effect,-flat firam the Outward effect ta the inner
cause. Are wc nat then driven by facts ta the inevitable conclusion that we
too are nat life in ourselves, but merely recipielits; af life fromn the One Divine
Source of ail Life ?

If wc are righit then as regards the Di)vine Source fpoam wbicb ail life
cames, that life cannot be otherwvise than gaad, for it flows in from Him who
is Goodness,-manifest in the form i I'ruth persanified. IlIn IIim was Lîfe,
and the Lîfe *as the Lîght of men." This Divine Life, therefore, wvhich is
ours as recipients, is God. It is writtcn in every fibre of aur being, inscribed
as with a pen ai iran in aur physical constitution that only by the full deveiap.
ment af that Life in every faculty caf we groiv ta the full stature of a man.
Thus only can we fulfil aur truc uise in the universe. Everything less than this
-everything cisc than this-~cameth of evil, and is the cause of disorder, grief
and pain. God causes life ta flow inta us,-free will, free iife,-that that lufe
niay form an image af Himself, and is no wise respansible if that greatest of
ail blessings-life in plenitude and freedom-is perverted ta the service of self
by a will (that is, a life> which coflstantly disiregards the happiness, well-being
and comfort of others, in the vain hope of benefitting self thereby. Such a use

«f the lifebestowed on us brings in its train the attendant miseries af disorder
wýhich we cal sin. It is directly contrary ta the will of God, for ccGod is
ULve.» That is His very being. It is His Lif ta bless and ta benefit by and

thraugh that Divine Wisdam in which Hîs Lave bas manifested itself and
become visible ta aur eyes in the Divine Humanity of aur Lord God and
Saviaur.

Now these facts formn the reality of Physical Life in this world, and are the
oniy true basis of Political Economy, though ta carry themn out in practice is as
yet an uintried experiment. 'Fa prove their absolute truth it is only needed that
each man bend his lufe solely ta the good of bis neighibour. Wben that is done
in trutb and sincerity, his whole nature wîll rapîdly expand into complete
devotion ta God's will, and iromn loving bis ncighbour he will rise ta love God.
Somie oi your rLaders may stand aghast at the mere idea of ivarking out prac-
tically in the %vorld such Political Econamy as this. "T'lake away selfishness,"
say they, l' love of approbation, lave ai power for the sake ai self, and you
IorC at ofl( e the motive power which keeps the whole machinery ai saciety in
motion. 'l'ie highest form wc can attain, or whichi is even desirable, is that
each should (Ia gaad ta his neighbour, boping ta receive goad in return, and
that said neighbour should honestly acknowledge and rcpay the obligation."
That îvould certainly be an upward step. But precisely ai that thcary God
says, " Vhat thank have ye ? do nat even the publicans sa ?" and proceeds ta
lay down the highier iaw of uitter unselfishness and hcavcnly lave,-" Do gaad
and lend, hoping ta receive nothing again." This is the true patb ta happincss
and hicaven, for it is the Divine order oi being. Wouild it nat create happiness
and the strongest motive pow~er for progress and invention if each-not one or
twa iii ten thousand-but every individual man and waman sought ta, benefit
his or lier neighibour ? Lave would then beget love, k 1indness beget kindness,
thaughit draw forth intellectual effort, and invention meet its reward and en-
couragement in the blessings it brouight ta athers, and the gratitude wbicb tbe
inventor would find himrseif ta bave called forth towards Hlmi who gave bim
the poiver ta bless an ideai state ai society truly, but anc ai wbich the un-
speakable blessedncss cannot be doubtcd.

If we can imagine sucb results from such lufe in the natural worid, is it
poassible ta doubt stili mare immediate and tangible resuits from a similar state
oi lueé in the spirituial warld where matter daes nat intervene, but lue acts
directly on lueé? Causes there must be at once perceptible in resuits ; results
more rapidly and effectively taking iormn and shape from causes.

" t is flot death but life for which we pant,-
More life and fuiler that we xwant."

And shaîl flot such lufe go on to perfection and campletian wben Ilmnortality is
swallowed tip ai lufe ?"

But God permits evil in this world, permits the lufe He bestaws in freedoa
ai will, ta l)e used as that wiil shaîl choase ; guarding anly by His divine
providence those who 7vi// ta canjain their lufe withi Ris in aim and purpose
froam having that lufe crushed and extinguislied in them by the wickedness ai
evildoers. To that extent His laws are devised sa that flanc are tempted abave
that îvhicli they are able ta sustain without lasing their r-eal lueé. Evil caf only
hurt andl <estroy thern in this world thraugb their physical nature, their martal
b>ody. It caiot destroy the soul, that breatli ai lufe whicb is the image ai the
.\imighty. Il Iear nat them whao kilI the body, but aiter that have nîo mare

chtik al) d.~' .lt io nly ile physical external nature that ned suife?.
Wben mortality draps from us, therefare, and the truc lufe within us leaps into
fuller being, the power of cvii is broken, death is swallowed up in victory, and
association with the spirits ai just men made perfect is, by a spiritual iaw, the
immediate cansequence ta tliose who are fit for it.

What ai the cvii ?-those wba have confirmed thecir 111e in seifish uses, and
whase intellects therefare have becomne falsîfied. Thcy toa find their assaciatcs
by the samne inlevitable and beneficent law which guides the other ta their
chosen companionship. A law alike beneficent ta bath, for Ilwhat communion
is there ai .Light and darkness ?" In evil society thcy find their home, their
happuiness,-as they wauld have donc fiully bere but for the trammeis ai their
physical nature amid wbat are calicd the restraints ai Society. But that they lose

for evir the opportutfity ta Ilcerise ta do cvii and Iearn ta, do well " is flot
consistent witb the infinite iaving kindness ai the anc Gad, who is Love itseif
and Wisdam itseli. Thei obportî4nù'*y is neyer galle. The wuisli may bc. A
man's will inay gain contraI ai the whioie world af bis awn being tili that
will or lufe is mcrgcd and lost within its own narraw boundaries. Is nq t the
very tboughit dire and dreadiol enauigb?

Is such doctrine dangerous ? Is it caicuiated ta make men harden them-
selves and go on I)erverting their lufe because they wili bc pernîitted farever to
do sa, and reap the fruits ? Is it encouragement ta, cvii ta add that there is fia
time or state imn wbich God wiil îlot listen ta, the vaice ai truc penitence in its
prayer for pawer ta reforrn? Nay, verily 1 whcn alongside af that -'doctrine we
place the other, that regencration is salvatiat>. 'Fbcrc is no other. "V e must
be born again." Frarn whatever depths ta whîch the man bas sunk he must
rise by a graduaI pracess similar ta the process ai grawth from cbiidbaod ta
manhood. Tis new formed life or will towards Goodness and Gad (if these
can be said ta be two and flot one) mtust conjain itself ta the Divine, and by
drawing an that Divine Life ta aid himi in every step drive out the evils wbich
hie bas permnitted ta infest bis beimg from cvcry strongbold they have can.quered.
It can be dane,-it will be donc, here or hereafter,-if, with ail the heart we
bave left in ourselves, we truly seek Him, Ilwe who seek shail find." If WC
have made aur bcd in hell even, God is there. ",Evert there, can He find us,
His divine hand can uphold us." He who assumed bumanity, experienced aur
state and condition, met and conqucred evii in humanity in its every forin,
driving it out by His divine lueé tili that filled and animated its every Part, can
aid and sustain us ta fallow in His faatsteps, ta apprapriate His lave and
imbibe 1-is wisdorn in reaiity and truth,-as we da in symbal when we partake
ai the holy sacramient,..and make us pure in heart and life tilI we perceive
Gad in Hlm and His image in ourselves,-an image mprfect as yet, but still
the true gcrm ai a new and progressive lite. Such 1ý'aith leads ta Hope, and
manifests tself in word and deed in a boundîcass HRT

Ignorance is the curse of God; lnowiedge the wing wherewuth we fly ta heaven.-
N. Maceod.

Without books God is silent, justice dormant,-naturai science at a staad, philasôphy
lame, letters dumb, and ail things invoived in Cimmerian darkness.
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