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The example Of the munîcipalities o
the village of Athens and the townsbip
of Rear of Vonge and Escott in moving
towards the abolishment of tolî-gates in
their municipalities is worthy of emulation.
For many years in these counties it is an
admitted fact that the maintenance of
toll-gates is no guarantee of good roads
and yet the roads are full of these relics
of a by-gone age. Brockville îs surround-
ed on ever side by these barriers to
trade, and its citizens hope that this
closing year of the nineteenth century
will see these nuisances completcly wip-
ed out from Leeds and Grenville counties.

His Honor Judge Hardy lias handed
out bis judgment lu the case Cornell vs.
Township of Brantford, dismissing the
action against the township.

The case is of considerable importance
to, the municipal authorities, as it was
contended on behalf of the plain tiff ihat
ail roads in tbe township should lie kept
frce from snow during the winter.

In the prescrnt case the road leading
from Brantford te, Lynden was drifted full
of snow two ho, eight feet deep, for about
fifty rods, early ln the winter of 1898.
Insteari of trying to dig this drift out, the
counicil opened upr a driveway to the cast
side of the road. Just alter the new year
the plaintiff ln tumning off tbe sideroad
tD the centre, broke bis borse's leg. This
action Was for $200, tbe value of tlie
horse.

The Judge holds that the council used
proper judgment in opening up a road
;iround the drift instead of attempting to
dig it out. This decision will apply to aIl
country roads.

.Mono township counicil. lias bouglita
road-grader.

Thlk it a Farcdr.

A clause in the Municipal Act that is
badly in need ,of amendment is that pro-
viding for' a property qualification for
municipal councillors. Bilher sucli quali-
fication should lie abolished or steps
should be taken to make it of some effect.IAt present, men who are judgment proof
and head over heals in debt, can sit in the
City council, althougli the. spirit of the act
is that a man should be solvent and have
some stake in the community. The act
is so easily evaded that it îs merely a by-
word, and should flot be allowed to cum-
ber the statute-book unless it is made
more stringent. - riirozto Nèels.

Mr. D. B. Eaton who is an American
who thinks it is lime for a change in the
municipal systemn as it exists in the United
States, bas given $ 100,000 each
to Harvard and Columbia on the under-
standing that the money is to be devoted
to inculcatingi correct principles of muni-
cipal goverment., Mr. Eaton says:

A true and safe municipal systemn is
yet to be created in the United States.
Nowhere îs patriotie and wise leadership
on sucli a subject more needed, or would
lie more useful, than in the City of New
York. To determine a definite spbere
within, whicb cities and villages shall
substantially control their own, affairs;
to fairly mark the limits of co-operation
between them, and the state beyond their
sphere ; to provide the best methods of
municipal administration; to create count-
cils in cities and villages which shall, in
substance, cxcercise their local authority
and represent their public opinion rallier
than their party opinion ; to greatly re-
duce the number and frequency of elec-
tions in municipalities, to prevent the
con trol of their affairs by parties and
factions, and to make good government
the ambition and endeavor of the
worthiest cihizens ; these seem to me to
lie the great problems of statesmanship,
towards the solution of whicb' I trust
this professorship will largely contribute.

Councillor Day who was elcctcd ait the
last election for Brantford township,
bas been compelled to, vacate lis seat, on
the application of one of the unsuccess-
fui candidates, William Croome. Mr.
Day had become bondsman for collector
Westbrook for the municipal year, i899.

he last year's courn il extended Mr.
Westbrook's 'ime for collectlng taxes till
it overlapped into this year, the year in
which Mr. Day had been elected. The
Municipal Act says clearly that no one
who was financlally interested in the
affairs of the township could sit at the
counicil, so lie had to retire.

Orangeville wants a cernent works in
that town,'"ànd will vote on a *5,o0o
bonus by-law.

Aaten Mis School case,

An interesting ducision bas been given
by Mr. Morgan, the Public School in
spector, ini an investigation lately held as
to the regularity of the School Election
at Anten Mlis. 'As it was given witlrcon-
siderable care and deliberation, and witb
ýthe assistance of the County J udge and the
Minister of Education, it will doubtiess
become a precedent for ail school elections.

The Sitting trustee, J. J. Ir.kley, >con-
tended that the assessment roll wasth
standard and the only standard, and thati
goveirned, riglit or wrong,~ and ivith ails
errors or omîssions.

Mr. Knapp, bis opponeuit, as strexu-
ously urged that it was an open question
of qualification, and that the r-oll, did -no
necessarily govern.

Judgrnent bas been given upholding
Mr. Inkley's contention.

A MuniciWa Experiment.

The municipal council1 of the boroug
of St. Helen's, Lancashire, England,-b'
apparently taken a .new step in the evolu-
tion of municipal ownership of pubi
utilities. For some years the gas works
have belonged to the municipality. This
year, in order to increase the use of a
among the people for ail purpomes,th
counicil offers to supply, free ofchre
cooking stove and heating apparatus tQ ,
housebolders, providing only .tlat theY
use the gas furnished by the mumicipalt
as fuel The plan bas worlced 'well ad
it is said, lias proven. profitable to th

Thompeon vs. Cfty -of Tooeeto.

Judgment on appeal by defendan
from judgment of Robinson, J., in fao
of plaintiff upon speciai findings.of jul
in action for negligence. The planÎ
son wbule looking at a fire, was knoc
clown and injured on Victoria street, Tor
onto, by the rnwy horses of 'nc0
the stearx fire engines. The appellant
contended that the evidence did not P
port the special findings of negligence ai
therefore the case was distinguishabl
[rom Hasketh vs. City of Toronto, 25 .
R. 449 Held, Maclennan, J. A , dkk
tan*te, that the finding of the jury caniiO
be set aside. Appeal disunissed wit
costs.

Townsblp of Clinguacousy vs. MeLellwui.

Jucigment on appeal by defendant rO
judgment of Rose J., granting an injulc
lion and mandamus. In 1883 the pf
tiffs, pursuant to an old agreement bte
themn and defendant, filledç ini twoW
culverts and constructed a new oneç arO
the highway in front of dfexidant's lad
and dug a ditch or watercourse across i
lands to the river. The dfna?
objected to the diteli being dugïitbOt
paying hlm a compensation, anidW
partly filled it in when this action -O
commenced, Appeal dismissed with c5s


