
PLATE I. PARLIAMIENT BUILDINGS, OTTAWA, AS SEEN FROM NEPRAN POINT.

CANADA'S NATIONAIL BUIELDINGS.--~Notable Group of
Gothie Edifices that Form the Crowning Glory of a Magnificent
Natural Site. ---A Review of Their Construction, Arrangement,
Relative Positions and Architectural Detail. By W. A. LANGTON, O.A.A.

lt thec Parlianint Buildings et Ottawa, Cantada as
a British Colon>', lias înich of which, to be justly
,brond. lUhile inany Canadians have had the plensîîî'e
of vicz;inig thcsc buildings, there arc fc, eveni amjoyng
architecis. who arc acquaîntcd witlî thcir beauity- of
degiclai ad ardi itectiural sigu îficalicc.

The article publishedi hrcwilh, dcalinig with thesc
buildings, as writtcn by IlV. A. Lanigtoi, O.A.A.,
shoudd pi-ovc hîighly interesting anid instructive Io bath
a,'chitcct and layîniai, as Mlr. Laiigtoit is iindoiibtedly
anr of thec best architectural critics iii Canada.

lit securinig the îîcccssar-y data anid information
for this subjcct, it zoas neccssary to draw î poit inanty
sourccs, and ainong thosc to whoin cspccial credit
shoidd bc givcnt foi' tlicir collaboratioin, zvc wish to
especially jacettion 31r. C. P. ,Ici-cditit, of Ottawa,
who providcd a large ainount of data relative ta the
history and conistruction of the biiildiings.-Editoi.

INplanning public buildings. the first consideration is
how~ to miake the rnOst of tlîem. Legisiative buildings,
in particular, wvbiclh stand as a representation of the

national importance, must stand well apart f rom, and
above the rank of private building. It is sometbing, iii
tItis direction. to free the national building by giving it
plenty of space, and ta build it large and dignified, but
tîte result is finest and most impressive vwben tbe advan-
tage of site is a natural advantage, and the mai est>' of
nature is contribtîtor>' to tbe impression.

The site of the Parliament Buildings at Ottawa is a
rare opportunit>' of this kind, and there is nio doubt tthat
tbe existence of sucb a site co.ntributed imucb towards
tbe cboice of Ottawa for a Capital. "'Havinig the wvorl'I
of Canada whience to choose," said Antbony Trollope, of
Ottawa, in 1861, "tbe cboosers bave certainl>' choseut
wBIL" The expression "the world of Canada" has a larger
sound ilow than it did then, wvben Canada consisted onl>'
of the united provinces of Upper and Lower Canada-
now Ontario and Quebec. It wvas the difficult>' of fixing
a capital for these united provinces-disagreeing, as tbey
did, profoundly, about their relative importance-wbicb
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made neccssary the establishmnent of a new capital which
wvould be neither Kingston, Montreal, Toronto or Quebec.
Zach of tiiese places liad been tricd; the two latter in
an alternlatiing systern, under wvhicli each becamie the seat
of Governinent for four years at a tinie. No arrangement
proving satisfactory, Parliament, iii 1857, votecl an ad-
dress, praying that the Queen wvould select a seat of Gov-
ernmenit. This brought into action Sir Edrnund, Head.
wbo, as Governor-General, guided the Queeni's choice.
Hle, no doubt heartily sick of sectional. jealousies, favored
a new departure, turning bis back on the four big cities
in wvbîch no peace biad yet been, found.

The choice of a new place xvas not such a wide spcc-
ulation as it at first niiay seem. Ottawva had alreacly be-
corne recognized as a place of sanie military significanice.
A military wvork %vas its .origin-tbe Rideau Canal, wvbich
was constructed to enable gunboats to pass fromn Montreal
to Kingston by anl inland route not exposed, as the St.
Lawrence wvould -be, to an enenîy's fire. There is a legend
that the Duke of W'ellington, wvith a view ta selecting a
defensible place for the seat of Government, had placed
bis finger upon thc nmap at Bytoxvn, as Ottawa wvas called
in bis time, and said, "That is the place." If this tale is
true, the Dukie's utterance nmust hliave been concerned with
an earlier stage of the question of the Capital-which -%vas
always a live one-for the Duke liad beenî dead for five
years when the Queen was asked to intervene.-

However, miuch previous suggestions, and tlîe natural
suggestiveiless of the situation of Ottawa-straddling the
boundary between the rival pravinces-may bave pressed
the place upon the attention of Sir Edniund Head; it is
likely that he, a mnan of cultivated taste, the author of an
encyclopaedia article on painting, and afi twvo hiandbooks
to tbe art galleries of Europe, perceived well tbe beauty
of this promontory as a site for Government Buildings,
and wvas influenced partly b>' this perception in advising
tbe Quceni as lie dîd.

It is likely also that bis influence wvas bebind tbe really
wqànderful scheme of building that was soon put before
architects for a campetition of designs.

It must be reniembered that the buildings, as we sec


