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geqj.p, waere. mestod as if they had commit- | | puugo, boforo the workmgman an got all

ted a groat crime for simply doing what
the Parliament of Englnnd two years ago,
by a unanimous vote, declared it was the
right of everymen to do. (Great cheering.)
Tt séemed to me that such a persecution
, an_duncalled for proceoding required prompt
censure ; and that the evil.which arose
fromn the existence, the too long existence,
of old and obsolete statutes passed in days
of semi-barbarism, when the laws of free-
dom were_perhaps not so fully demanded
and ‘understood as now—when thore was
" too, an unwholesome fear of the action of
the working-classes—it appears to me, I
_say, that the fact of the continuance of
these laws on the statute books was an evil
. -which required prompt and dociled action,
(Cheers.) My attention was called to this
-subject more particularly by the opinion of
my learned friend Mr, R. A. Harrison,

That opinion was {oo well founded. It de-

clared what was the disgraceful state. of
our law in Canada in regard to labor, and
. it showed to the world that here in a new
cpuntry, where we ought to be as free as
air and entirely liberated from the shackles
that exist.in older communities, this dis.
graceful state of the law should no longer
continue, Mr. Harrison's opinion then
called the evil to my attention first ; and
then when we were informed that these old
and obaolete laws were put in force with so
much harshness, the exigency, in my opin-
jon called for prompt action. You have seen

that Parliament responded as promptly to

the call that I'made upon it. Some objec-
tion was taken to the Acts that Lintroduced
by some of the members ffom Lower Cana-
da. They, however, denied one and all of
them that they had any distrust of the
workingmen. Not one of those gentlemen
who opposed these measures on their pas-
sage tlirough Parliament had any desire to
continue in operation the obsolete laws, or
any desire to bear harshly and unduly
upon the worlangmsan ; but they informed
me that Trades’ Unions meant something
like the Communes of France, those politi-
cal and turbulent organizations that caused
ptrife in that and other countries on the
continent of Europe. I was obliged in my
place in Parliament, and on your behalf—
and the obligation was one which I cheer-
fully discharged—to abjure, deny and re-
pudiate in whole and in part the assertion
that in uniting together to protect the rights
of labor you had any political object in
view, any desire to subvert the institutions
_of the State, any desire to introduce into
this country new principles of govermmnent
and new modes of political action—and I
pointed out that your aim was to form com-
binations which you believed to be legal,
and knew to be right and equitable, for the
purpose of protecting the workingman.
(Great cheering.) I pointed out also, that
these laws which 1 proposed to Parliament
could not by any possibility be considered
1o be an infringement upon the rights of
capital. I called attention to the fact that
bills similar to these had, two years ago re-
ceived the unanimous assent of both bran-
ches of Parliament in England, and that
not one single vote was given, not one sin-
gle division taken, against them—that al-
though some remarks were made upon the
weasures during their progress through Par-
liament, yet they were passed without one
dissenting voice.  (Cheers.) I said, Hore,
these measures have passed the House of
Lords, the feudal House of the Imperial
Parliament, composed principally of men-
‘bers of the feudal aristocracy, of men of
wealth, of great landed proprietors, of em-

" ployers of labor, not a single direct repre-
sentativo of the working-classes having a
-seat among them ;. and they have also pass-
"ed the House of Commons, where there are
congregited the great manufacturers of the
country, influential landed proprietors,
great bankers; leading and powerful con-
tractors who are large employers of labor,

" and great capltalmts with not a single work-
ingman as yet, though I hope it will not be

. long before that is altered and the House
containg a fair representation of working-
How is it possaible,
these two Houses of Parliament, where the
vast majority, if not all of them, are employ-
ers of labor und great capitalists, measuros
could reeeive sauction that would in any
way be an infringement upon the rights of
capital, and the rights of the employer ?
{Chéeras.) These measures are happily now
. Jaw, but the discharge of my duty with re-
) ~ﬂpect to them and my labor in the prepara-
tion.of theni are very humble serrices in-
deed. My tosk was simply to adapt the
Pprovisions of the English statute of 1871 to
‘the eircumstances of this country. These
. Iaws ave nov in England—they are still on
their tnal They are, I believe, very ini-
.perfect. * While they cleared the ground by
sweeping away all the old, barbarous and

- obsolete statutos that prevxously existed on
- the subject, they will in all probability re--
qun'e to'be unproved and ‘amended before
they can effect’ all tlmt was desired: by their

-~ . .

I added, that in,

his nghu under- the law and scquire that
status in our social system that he ought to
have. (Loud cheers.)’ But a great thing
is accomplished when we commence the re-

!form of old, unnecessary and unsuitable

laws. Let us not advauce too hastily. Let
us move with caution, because if you move
with caution yon may be'sure that méasures
introduced and carried through Parlisment
after full and mature conpxderqhon will last.

These Acts awept away the old statutes
which prevented combination between man
and man for the promotion and protection
of their mutual intercsts. That was one
important step gained, These Acts gave
Trades’ Unions in this country certain spe-
cific rights—gave their members s full and
complete right to combine together for the
accomplishment of certain lawful purposes,
and gave recognition to these corporations
as legal or guasi corporations. (Cheers.)
The supplementary law was in vindication
of the same liberty of action. The Act
protected the workingman in the right to
combine for a lawful purpose, the other
protecting him in the right of non-combina-
tion, if he chose to act alone for himself, I
am aware that objections have been raized
in Englaud to several features of the meas-
ure of which the one introduced is a coun-
terpart, It was objected that the machin.
ery of registration was too cumbrousa and
expensive ; but that will be accurately de-
veloped as the bill comes more into practi-
cal use. Registration was absolutely neces-
sary, for without it a Trades’ Union would
have no legal status in a court of Iaw. (Hear,
hear.) Circumstances might arise which
would render it necessary for.a legal status
to be proven, and without registration that
could not possibly be done. It is registra-
tion that distinguished a Trades' Union from
a voluntary society like that of St. George
or St. Patrick or St. Andrew, just as banks
are distinguished by their charters and joint
stock companies by their articles of co-part-

the present measure can be simplified and
made more perfect, but it will be well to
leave that for the present in the hands of
the English workingmen, so that we can be
guided and may profit by their experience.
(Hear, hear.) Iam glad to see that the
friends of labor in the mother country are
making strenuous efforts to improve the
workingman’s lot and elevate his standing
in aociety ; and from the attention that
will be paid to the Trades’ Union Act either
by the British Government or by some
friend of the workingman such as Mr. Thom-
as Hughes, I donot dotibt but that improve-
ments will soon be introduced, which may,
with propriety, be copied in this country.
(Cheers.) I can only say that as it is
my duty it will also be my pleasure to
watch the course of legislation in England,
and as improvements are carried into prac-
tice and embodied in the law of England,
I hope, if I contiune to occupy a seat
in Parliament and a place in the Gov-
ernment of Canada, I shall exercise the
same promptitude as before in grafting
these improvements and amendments upon
the law of this country, (Loudcheers.) I
will say more, that while as a Consgrvative
and a British subject I have a great respect
for English precedent and English practice,
and am well satisfied to follow at a humble
distance the course of legislation in England,
yet I will not pledge myself to wait an un-
reasonable time if there is no action in re-
gard to this matter in the mother country,
(Cheers.) We know that in an old country
like England, where everything runs in well-
settled grooves, where people are much
more conservative and adverse to change
than in this new world, there is greater dif-
-ficulty experiencedin carryinginto effect im-
portant imnprovements in the law thanin this
country, where wc are at all times free to
approach the consideration of any subject
upon its merits, without having to wexgh
and consider difficulties in advance as in
England ; and Y will say this, that I would

-invite, at any time you are disposed to make

them, communications and suggestions from
the. Trades’ Assemblies of Canada as to any
amendment, any extension, any enlarge-
ment, any improvement in the present law
that you may think desirable or necessary.

(Loud and prolonged cheering.) Of course,

as the responalblhty of introducing a law
would rest upon me, and the responasibility
of carrying it through and adopting it would
rest npon members of Puarlinment, we must
exercise our own judgment upon any mea-
sure that I may propose and they may be
asked to carry ; but I will promise to you
here that every suggestion made by the
workingmen or their “representatives in
Canads will receive from mo most respect-
ful and prompt attention, and, if possible,
will be carried into early and pmctic‘al effoot.

(Great cheering.) It is a happy time, sir,
tlmt at last, after years and years ‘of blind-
ness, and years and yeais of suspmxon, the

relations between labor and .capital’ are

slowly but certa.mly mummg theu' “Just

.
»

nership. (Hear, hear.) I am satisfied that

‘position., Labor and eapital should meet |
procisely upon equal torms, and any law
:whi¢h prevents the employer and tlis em-
ployed from acting in a similar way, or from
combining in the same degree and in the
same manner, or from lt.nding exactly upon
the same footing, ocoupying the same status
and the same platform, is unjust, improper,
and should be amended. (Cheers.) Why,
sir, the capital involved and possessed by
overy workingman in the use of his own
hands is as valuable and s as muchto be
appreciated as real working and productive
capital as are the fruits of the same labor
that are hoarded up in the chests of the
capitalist ; and unless it is clearly under-
stood that the employer and the employed
meet on the same terms of equality, there
can be no substantial prosperity, no real
happiness, in the country. (Loud cheers.)
Now, when it is understood that capitalists
can meet and combine in order, if possible,
to fix the prices of labor or the period in
which labor shall be carried on ; when it is
equally wnderstood that the workingmen
csn say, *“ We demand such a price for our
labor, and will work so many hours and no
more”—that they can, if they wish, combine
together in orderto strengthen that demand;
and when it is understood that the relations
of capital and labor are finally séttled upon
that basis, then I belicve and know that
with many reasonable men the chief diffi-
culty that has existed between capitsl and
labor will be solved. Then will come the
question of arbitration for the adjustiment
of disputes, then will come concession, and
then will come that real friendly spirit and
unity of action between employer and em-
ployed without which the industry of no
country can be permanently prosperous.
(Cheers.) I shall not trouble you longer
with my imperfect remarks upon the sub-
ject. Again I thank you on behalf of Lady
Macdonald for all your kindness to her.
Again I thank you for your complimentary
language to myself ; and I will say to youin
conclusion that I ought to have a special
interest in this subject, because I am a
workingman myself. (Cheers.) I know that
I work more than nine hours every day
myself, and then I think I am a practical
mechanic. (Laughter.) If youlook at the
Confederation Act, in' the framing of which
I had some hand, you will admit that I am
a pretty good joiner; and as for ‘Eabinet-
making, I have had as much experience as
Jacques & Hay themselves. [At this point,
roused by the merriment caused by the
Premier’s jeu d'esprit, a dog that had got
amongst the audience barked furiously for
some moments.] I should like to find out,
(continued Sir John), as a mere matter of
curiosity, whether the disconented voice
that I heard just now is that of one of the
employees of the Globe. (Great laughter.)
If it be, I can only say that, in my opinion,
like his master, his bark is a good deal
worse than his bite. (Roars of laughter.)
With the romarks I have made, sir, I beg
again to return you, on behalf of Lady
Macdonald and for myself, our very sincere
thanks, (The honorable gentleman resum-
ed his seat amid wild demonstrations of
applause, in which the ladies joined by
waving their handkerchiefs.)

Three cheers were ‘then called for by the
Chairmun for Lady Macdonald, and re-
sponded to with great enthusiasm.

The Chairman said it had been thought de-
sirable that onc of the delegates should make
some remarks on the Trades’ Union Act.
He then introduced Mr. A. Scott, who was
loudly cheered.

Mr. Andrew Scott, of the Amalgamated
Engineers, was then called upon to pass a few
observations on the Trades’ Union Bill. He
received a very warm reception, and spoke to
the following effect :—The significance of the
present auspicious occasion is, methinks,
admirably fitted o constitute a theme well
worthy of our consideration and careful atten-
tion. That a0 great a multitude should nssem-
ble together at the close of the exhaustive
labonrs of a hot summer day, to participaie 1
a universal acknowledgment of gratitude to

those whose late public deliberations have
well merited such an acknowledgment, is full
of the greatest significance. It proclaims to
all the glorious fact that the industrialjclaases
of this country are fast becoming conscious of
their own destinies, and that while thoy are
at all times ready to protest against an injury
done, they are ever ready to acknowledge a
benefit conferred upon them—{applause)—
from whatever source it may be forthcoming.
This meetingexhibitsa hoalthy feehng amongst
the classes of society that are here represent-
od ; and perhaps the rarest, but most import-
ant, pleasing, and elevating feature of the
present gathering is the happy introduction of
the femalo element. (Cheers.) We hail with
no ordinary feelings of satisfaction and delight
‘the presence of those cheerful beaming coun-
tenancos of our fair compumons, and while
grateful for their mnmfestatlom of sympathy,
he would hope that the ‘day is not far distant
when they too shall follow the example of
their sex on the other side of the ocean, by
lifting up their voices on bohalf of their social
wnd polxtnw.l olaxms—-(great applnuse)—and 50

muke their inﬂuence to tell npon the mind - of

tlxil grett oonntry The lubjoot mttar tht
is more putnoularly brought under. our nohoo
to-mght as has jusb been mtunatod by our
chairman, is the existence and opantiom .of
trades’ combinations. The clrcun;ltonco that
originated that inquiry must be fresh on the
mipds of all present, and on the minds. of
many will continue fresh and vivid lor months
and years to come, It would bo dxﬂicu.ltto
ﬁnd apanllel to the selfish and tyrannical
ontnge that was Iately eommltted upon a
poaceable and intelligent association of work-
ingmen, a detailed account of which has
already been given by our chairman—at a
time when the trades’ unions of C'anada were
resting in what they considered to be perfect
securily-—a security which latterly turned out
tobo only imaginary, for we found that a
sufficiently well known class of unscrupulous
employers, headed by a notorious newspaper
oditor, combined for the purpose of splitting
up ond totally aunihilating the existence of
those institutions, upon the sucessful building
up of which to a great extent depends the
future prosperity and stability of our young
country. We rejoice to know, however, thatin
theirunhallowed efforts they have been entirely
defeated, and wo are Lere to-night to present
s mmall t{ribute of gratitude to Canmada’s
greatest statesmen. (Applause.) The re-
marks that fell from Sir John in reference
to his willingness to follow in the wake of the
Reform Legisiatures of the mother lcountry
are very acceptable. Would that our em-
ployers had adopted the same principlo in
connection with the reduction of the hours of
Inbour. (Applause.) We would have had
a happier and more contented people. (Ap-
plause.) While fully appreciating the advant-
ages that are likely to flow from the operations
of this law, advantages that would be still
further jucreased by the introduction of some
modifications which may be considered advis-
able. e are willing, howevor, to accept the
invitation of Sir John, and consult him upon
those matters on a more suitable occassion.
It might, however, be stated that the Bill
known as the Criminal Law Amendmnent Act
could never meét the unanimous approval of
the workingmen, the passing of which has
excited universal dissatisfaction among the
artizans of both the old country and this.
And we would impress upon our future
Government the propricty of repealing
that law in its entirety, ‘and so render the
invidious and irritating distinctions hetween
one class and others of Canadian subjects
unnecessaty. We have great reason to feel
gotisfied that when the coming elections are
over and the same”great statesmen returned to
their seats upon tho Ministerial benches, we
shall experience little difficulty in obtaining a
full and impartial consideration (applause,)
and that is what we waznt. Ido not profess
to belong to one political party more than
another, and I believe in this assertion. I
only echo the sentiments of the Trades’ As..
sembly and bundreds of workingmen besides.
(Great applause.) But if we were to be ruled
by our experience in the past, we cannot help
supporting those men who have proved to be
our friends in practice and not in profession
merely. I feel it to bea duty incumbent upon
that class with which I am identified to
render a return to those who confer benefits
upon us, and to use every possible exertion to
‘prevent those men who are the antagonists to
our best interests, from getting into power.
{Cheers.} It is one of the first principles of
trades associations, to promote the social ad-
vancement and intellectual elevation of our
human brotherhood, (applanse,) and if we
can combine for the furtherance of these
objects wo shall have done something for the
progress of humanity. (Cheers.) Itis only
fair o recognize in simple, but feeling lan-
guage the noble and independent atvitude as-
sumed by one of- our city newspaper. proprie-
|| tors. (Loud and prolonged cheering). We all
know that when we had no organ of our own,
and every newspaper in the city was closod
against us, how frankly and freely he opencd
his columus to the discussion of oneof the most
important social questions'that ever attracted
the attention of any country. (Applause.)
Need I say that I refer to our friend Mr.
Beaty, (great cheering,)
“Who proved to be our friend when other friend was
none,
Our champion when wo had but ono,”
(Cheers.) With these fow rambling remarks
I will now give place to other abler and more
interesting speakers,
applause.)

The Chairman then astated that he had
another. pleasing duty to perform ; and that
was to call upon the Corresponding Secretary
to read a complimentary address to M.
Beaty, M. P., the member for East Toronto.
(Cheers.) This address wonld be presented to
Mr. Beaty-in recognition of the recent ex-
pression of hig manly indepenence—at a time
too when the workingmen needed = friend,
(Cheers.) . )

Mr, Howitt then stepped forward to read
the address to Mr. Beaty amid loud ‘cheering.
He said he was very much pleased to observe
tho success and unanimity which had charac-

terized the meeting up to that moment.

(Cheers.) This-had been accomplished de-
spite all tho mean, contemptible opposition
shown by the Qlobe for the purpose of sowing
the seods of discorl in the ranks of, the work-
mgmen (Cheers )
ing had proxad ‘that_these attempts wete
abortive. -
mght not as, cln.sses but Py workmgmen, co-

~ _.‘

‘they would have,

{Great and prolonged.

The success of the meot-.

The sudience ‘hud meét - there thnt

R/
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mingled together, without tearing eash othm K

throate, and it.was ev:dent the olass. cry

only existed in.the dormged brain of the .

writer in tho Globe. (Cheers.) ?hey ‘were
there not s politicians, for the workipgmen
cared nothing for the success of the Copserva.-,
tive or the Reforin party—as mere parbies;. It
was measures they wanted; and messures,

of the Globe office. (Hear, hear.) There was,
yet one thing Brown and his party mxght

to endeavor to belittle the grand, ummmoua,
and spontancous outburst of feciing on the.,
part of tho working classes, and that was by

buying up a few more Terence 0"Toole’s and.

with a force of ** rats” in the Globe office hold ;
an indignation meeting that would shake the

Queen City of the West, from centre to cix-.
cumference, for the purposo of denouncing the

course pursued by the Trades Assembly upon

that occasion. (Cheers.) Mr, Hewitt then

rcad the address, as follows :—

To JamRs Braty, Ksq., M.P."

Sir,—As an evidence of the esteem which
the noble attitude assumed by you during the
recont Labor agitation, has won for you amon,

the workingmen of Canada, the Toronto'l'ndea )

Astembly would seek, in a simple form, to
present you with a sincere acknowledgment of
the friendly interest you have shown towards
the comfort and well-being of Canada’s bardy
sons of toil. And while expressing our admira-
ton of the manly independence which has
long formed a prominent characteristic in
your transactions as a member of Parlia-
ment, & newspaper “Propuetor, an employer of
labour, and & useful active citizen of ‘Toronto,
we would fain hope that the day of sepmhon
may be far distant, and that the residue of

your life may be spent in peaceful felicity and

unbroken, harmony among that class of 80-
ciety 1n whose social elevation yoa have mani-
fested an unfeigned interest.

Feeling persuaded that few gentlemen of
publie dJstmctlon in Canada have everenjoyed
so large a share of working-class estecem as
that now enjoyed by you, we venture to be-
lieve that you will continue to show yourself
to be one of the truest and most faithful
friends that the industrial community have
ever possessed, and to make yourself a name
that shall entitle you to distinctive remem-
brance. .

Signed on behalf of {the Toronto Trades
.-\ssembly

Axprew McCorMAck, President.
JOoHN annrr, Secretary.

Mr Beaty, in response, said he felt em-
barrassed at the matk of confidence that had
been bestowed upon him by the workingmen
whom he had the honour to represent in
Parlisment. He referred to the condition of
the labouring class in the country ; and the
fact that it was through human industry that

mankind had been raised to its present eleva- .
The capitalists desired to give as little -

tion.
as they could for the labour by which they
profited, and thia disposition had to be count-
eracted by such comhinations as Trades
Unions. (Cheers.) He said that during
recent contests between capital and labour
the latter had evinced such a apirit as could
only have emanated from good sense aud con-

ciousness of moral obligation ; and the ability -

in speaking and writing shown by the repre-
sentatives of labour spoke highly of their
studious babits, He argued that just as.
commercial stock-in-trade fluctuated in ac-
cordance with the laws of demand and sup-
ply and so there was no reason why the price of
Iabour should not be governed by the same
laws. (Loud cheers.) As long as they con-
tinued to act on the principal of doing unto
others as they would that others should do to
them, their cause was bound to prosper.
He remarked that it would probably be said
on the morrow that he came there from a
political motive ; but, whilsy being concious
that such was not his motive, the address
which they had so kindly presented to him
would bear him through all that might be
said, particularly that journal which delighted
in malicious misrepresentation. (Disapproba-
tion.) In conclusion he referred to that
greatest of men, save one, who, though called.
directly by Jehovah to go forth to evangelize
the world, did, not disdain to earn his living
as a tent-msker, and he cited him as a great
example to them, and as one of whom, as a
fellow workman, they might be justly proud.
He concluded by thauking them for the-

honour they had done him. Mr. Beaty lat~~

down amid great applause.

{Loud cheors.) So'the:.’
party cry had no existence outside the eanctum -

At the conclusion of Mr. Beaty's apeech s

Mr. McCormack was ealled: to the chair, and:

& unanimous vote of thanks was nccordedto E

Mr. Williams for his cofiduct in preudmg :

over the meeting.

Mr. Williams in acknowledging the oom- |

pliment said ke felt honoured in pmxdmg
over a meeting of such an intellectual charachr,

He bad accepted the position, though lome- o

what physically disqualified for such - an.on- ~
erous post, to avoid anythmg like mumpm- -
sentation in a journal which was only too- .

ready to misrepresent. i

Before the assembly separated three eheeu

were given for the Queen and the Guests. . -

Outside the hall a torch-light procesgion. )

was formed, headed by the band, and. &h
horaes were taken from the carriage in{ whic
rode Sir John and Lad;
Beaty and Mr. McCo and it ‘was drh
by a number of membm of the Tnden'
Assembly.
The probession passed down Chnrch M
to King, up King to York, down. Yo
Front, and nloni
In front of the_kotel an.immense’e
assemblod. ancL in response tb Feps
Sir John Macdoflald ?{mn‘qd and:gis
remarks,. Ho Wwas followed e x
Dodds and Mr. James- Besi
choers. for the, Queen,
Macdonald, ‘ and Mz, . B
dmporsed.l‘ .




