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our schools, and especially in sehools nsed by
those classes which are probably destined te the
pursuit cf manufacturing industry (a question
which had aiready engaged much cf our atten-
tion, and te which W*e hope more fully te revert in
our general report), yet we have net considered
that an inquiry into techuical education came
directly within the seope cf our commission, nor
could we nOW undertake it Wîthout interposing a
longer delay iu making our report than wre should
wih. But censidering the great importance of
the subjeet, we venture te suggest, for the conside-
ration cf your Majcsty's Government, ivhcther a
spécial inquiry into the state and effeet -of techni-
cal education abroad, and particularly in France,
Germany, and Switzerland, should net be instituted
in whatever manner may appear te your Majesty's
Governmaent best calculated te obtain full and
accurate information about it."

The commission, by its secretary, seDnL the fol-
lowing circular te a number cf jurera and others
engaged in iron, physies, locomotion, chemical
manufactures, n aval architecture, général machin-
cr3, furniture and carpets, glass and artistie design,
woollens; flair, engineering, education, chemistry,
mining, hosiery, &c.

CIRCULAR.

Si Iarn instructed by Rer Majesty's acheols
inquiry cemmissionera te send you a copy cf a
letter lately addressed te their Chairman by Dr.
Lyon Playfair, and te requcst that yeu will faveur
thein by stating whether you agree 'with the sub-
stance of that letter."Y

Many cf the answers te thîs circular arc very
lengthy, we eau cnly give a very brief synopsis cf
scme of them.

The ]Rev. Canon Norris fully agrees 'witb Dr.
Playfair, and cays - -"I Whule in the matter cf
primary education we were, te say the least, well
abreast of those three nations, yet in the matter cf
higlier instruction, of ail that tends te convert the
mere workman iute the artisan, Austria, France,
and Prussia, were clearly passing us."

John Tyndall, Esq., F.R.S., coneurs in the vicwc
of the Dir., and says :-" I have long entertained
the opinion, that in virtue of the better'education
previded by continental nations, England muat
one day-and that ne distant one-find heracîf
eutstripped, by tiiose nations, beth in the arts of
peace and war. As sure as kncwledge la power
this mus be the recuit."

Edward Huth, Esq., agrees with Dr. Playfair in
"tot.> He says, in eue passage cf a long letter :

"I found my for a long time previously enter-
tained convictions cntirely confirmcd, that it ia the
want cf industrial education ia this counutry which
prevents our manufacturera from making that
pregreas which other nations are making. Froni
ail I could sec and learn I found both masters and
foremen of other countries mucli more scientifically

educated than our own. The production of ther
werkinen also show clearly that there je uot a
machine working the machine, but that brana ait
at the loom, and intelligence ait at the spinning
wheel. You have a fine nucleus for .scientific
inductrial schools, in our Mechanica' institutions,
whenever snob institutions are properly conduct-
ed."1 This la8t vicw of Mr. Hure's fu 7l coincides
with or own, as or July article testifies.

Professor Frankland, of the School of Mines,
says Dr. Playfair's letter substantially expresses
hic convictions in regard to the matters therein
mentioned. He days: IlIn the Polyteohnic schools
cf Germany and Switzcrland the future manufac-
turer or manager is made familiar with those laws
and applications of the great natural forces whiuh
must always form the basic cf every intelligent and
progressive industry."1

John Fowler, Esq., President cf the Institution
cf Civil Engineers, quite "lagrees wîth the sub-
stance cf the letter, that foreign nations have made
greater manufacturing progresa than England since
the Exhibition cf 1851."l

J. E. McConncll, C.B., agrees with Dr. Playfair
in his views generally, lie sayc -- I It requires ne
skill te prediet that, unless we adopt a system cf
technical éducation for our workmen in this coun-
try, we shall coon not even hold our ewn in cheap.
neca cf coat, as well as in excellence cf quality, cf
or mechanîcal productions. In England, when a
good workman is selected for a foreman's place,
lie is generally found want.ing in techuical know-
ledge."1

Capt. Beaumont, R.E, says he ceucurs in the
substance of tbe Dr.'s letter, and trusts he mnay
net be deemed presumptious ir, stating " what be
helieves te be a very great want in England, viz.,
such an institution as the well-known ' Arts et
Metiers' cf Paris." Hie says, "I know cf ne
national institution wherc the public cf our own
country may study practical mechanîca and t.he
arts appertaining thereto."

W. S. Sniytb, Esq., cf the School cf Mines,
aays: Il As regards the broad sutject of technical
education, I wil only add, that the greater pro-
portional advancement nmade by France, Prussia,
and Belgium, in mnining, *colliery working, and
metallurgy, appears to me te be duc, net te the
workmen, but in great part te the superior train-
ing and attention te the general knowledge ef their
subject, observable among the managers and sub-
officers of the workc. No person cau deny that
they are far bctter educated, as a rule, than those
who hold similar positions in Britain."

Robert Maillet, Esq., F.R.S., says: IlI do fully
agree with Dr. Playfair in opinion that a better


