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‘ECOLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
JANUARY—1869.

Friday, 1—Omcouersion, Obl.
Satard: y, 2 - Octave of St. Stephen.
Sunday 3 - Octave of St. Jobu, Ap
Aonday, 4~0Octave of Holy Inaocents
Taesdsy, 5—Vigil of the Epiphany.
Wednesday, 6 —EpipEANY, Ol
“Thareday, T- Of the Octave.

THE NEW YEAR.
“We avall ourseives of the usual pririlege at
‘the beginning of the year to addresy a few words
to our readers, First—to all we wish 2 Happy
New Year aod many pleasant retarns of the

- ~seazson: and would they reciprocate our good

wishes, if they would really wish a Happy New
Wear to the printer, we would remind them tbat
they can best evince the sincenty of their benevo-
%eace by a prompt remittance to the office of all
arrears due.

A Western editor lately struck the names of
<two of Ins delinquent subscribers who had been
upg, off his list, because, as he observed, be did
ot koow their actual address. Were we to
Jeal 10 hke manoer with all who are  arrears,
Hat of whom the address 15 still well knawn to us,
. -we should, we suspecl, make a pretty large gap
3a our subscription l:st ; and we sball therefore
adopt in their bebalf another course of action.
“We propose to address them through a medium :
<that 13 to say a practitioner of the black art of
the law, to whose tender mercies we will con-
“=mgn them should they, the deliquents m ques-
twon, continue obdurate, and refuse to take the
galite bint which we throw out to them to pay
the printer.

But we also avail ourselves of the season to
weturn our best tbanks to our very oumerous
“fiends who not only punctually discharge their
“pecuniary obligations, but who by their kind ap
proved of our bumble services cleer us op, and
eacoarage us to bear the burden of journalism.
Foc therr olten teo flaltering recoguition of our
services, we [eel deeply grateful; aud we hLave
<he testimony within us, that 10 so far as the
‘Jesire for their best 1nterests, that is to say the
‘Faterests of our Cburch, 1s coacerned, though they
wnght find many a more able advocate, they will
fiod none more sincere. We have 1 good re
gute, and in bad repute, pursued one straight-
forward course, deflectiog therefrom neither to
he right hand, por to the left. 'We have kept
- <lear of all political parties; and we bave faith-
€ally endeavored 1 all things to submit ourselves
anplicitly, to the teachings of our Church. If
¢hea the Catholics of Canada deem an indepea-
ieat Catholic paper, one owning no allegiance to
- "aay party, and callmg no man master, worthy of
-eacouragement, we request of them for the com-
4ng year fo’support the TRuE WitTxEss.

NEWS OF TEE WEEK,

‘A Conference of the Great Powers 1s to be
@eld n Paris about the beginowg of the present
wonth, in order to bring about an amicable ar-
zmgement betwixt Greece and Turkey. It 1s
s2id that Russia has proposed that the United
States Governnient should be invited to take
gart thereio. ' ‘

From Spain there 1s nothing new to report.
Fa Ttaly, Mazzioi is again endeavoring to arouse
%he spirit of the coborts of rascaldom that was
cvashed by the fire of the brave Zouaves at
Mdeatana ; and the Predmontese Legislature bas

~ egenty proclaimed itself the fautor of assassins,
~ and the patron of cut-throals by entertaisiag a
- vpeepastion for pensioning the widows and fami
e of the criminals lately executed at Rome for
v myarder. '

" Tbe President bas jssued a Proclamation of
- 7emerdl amnesty to all persons eogaged in the
" Usse war betmxt the Southern and Northern
. -Stetes. FHad be thus acted at the commence
- wwetit-of his official career ; and bad he refused to
" wessgmse as a Congress of the Udited States,

' “'srwy body from which the representatives of any’

<af the States were excluded, that career might
't yuwe been -more useful to the pation, and more
" ghoreous for himself. As it is be retires from
. wfiice unwept, and unhopored.

. "QWhelan-has again been respited to the 11th

©of ‘February in. order that his’Appeal may be
duly considered. It 1s the opinion.of many well
qualified to judge, that the Court before-which be
was tried and convicted, in refusing to allow hus
challeoge of one of the jurors * for cause” before
all his “ peremptory” challenges were exbausted,
was guilty of error, and that thereby its proceed-
ings were vitiated. Whatever the 1ssue of these
long protracted praceedioge, the British subject
may pomat to themn with legitimate pride, as a
proof of the protection which British law extends
to all, and of the care with which that law deals
even mith those of whose gult, no.moral’ doubt
exists. How great the contrast, for instance,
 betwixt the treatment 1 the U. States of the
alleged murderers of Mr. Liocoln, and (hat 1o
Cauvada of :he murderer of Mr. McGee. —
Let us be tbaokful that we are Briush
subjects, and governe¢ by Bntish law, which
deals so scrupulously not to say tecderly, with the
worst of criminals.

A Prea ror WaEeLaN.—Unconsciously,
perbaps, certamly uointeationally, the Liberal
press 1o Europe and America is warmly pleadiog
the cause of Whelan, the convict now under
sentence of death in Upper Canada for the mur.
der of Mr. McGee,

Divested of all its useless 2ppendages, and
reduced to 1ts simplest form of expression, the
plea amounts to this :—That political crimes, or

crimes committed from political motives, and
with a political object, should nat be visited with
death.

"fhe theory is by no means new. It is older than
the guillotive ; it was in vogue amongst French

in the mouths of Liberals—when ovt of power
bien entendu—ever since. To-day, it 18 brought
forward with greater zest, and with more parade
than ever, in order under its shelter the more
conveniently to deaounce the late action of the
Papal Goveromest, in allowing sentence of death
to be carred into execution aZawst the two as-
sassins who by blowing up the Zouave barrack
io the autumn of 1867, killed and mutilated a
number of the Papalsoldiery. This outrage was
the counterpart of the Camberwell explosion.
We could fill our columns with quast apolo-
gtes from Loberal Protestant papers for the act
for wmich DMooti and Tognetti lately sufiered
death at Rome ; and with denunciations from the
same source of the crueliy and biood thirstiness
of the Papal authonities who inflicted the penalty
of death upon these glorious martyrs for the

cause of Liberalism. We will, upon the prin-
ciple that enough 1s as good as a feast, content
ourselves with makiog extracts from two jour
nals, One the N.Y. Sua; the other the Mont-
real Daily News.

The first, the N. Y. Sun, broadly lays down
the proposition that political crimes should not
be punished with deatb.

% The sentiment of tbe Ohristian religion as well
as the judgments of the most profound legists of the
world, "vould aeem to be oppoged to the infliction of
the pain of ceath for crimes mersely political.’—
N Y Sun.

If so—the execution of the men and woman

bung for complicity 1n the murder of President
Lincoln—a ¥ crime merely political”’—must have
been repugoant to ihe sentiment of the Christizn
religinn,and to the judgments of the most profound
legists of the world, For assuredly, foul as was
the murder of President Lincoln,it was the
murder of but one man: whilst the ecrime for
which the assassis at Rome—the pets and mar-
tyrs of Laberalism, and the worthy representa~
tives of that cavse—suffered, eotailed the eruel
deaths of more than twenty. If there be sbades
of guilt even in murder, the erime of the Roman
assassins was of more than ten fold deeper dye
than that for which, regardless of sex—not to
say of gult or innocerce—a woman as well as
men suffered on the scaffold of the Uhited
States.

The extract from the Montreal Daily News
is from the Parzs correspondence of that jour-
oal j for the sentiments of which, until disavowed
by the publisher, we cannot but bold our Mont.

real contemporary responsible :—

U Two political criminals in the Eternal City bave
been ¢ butchered to make a Roman holiday' It was
a ugeless shedding of blood ”

But if the execution of the 2ssassins of some

score of their lellow creatures bea * butchery,”
what would be the execution of Whelan, who
slew but one man? Or how,1f we are to join
10 the execration of the Papal {zovernment for
inflichng capital punishment upon the fellows who
cansed the explosion at the Zouaves barracks,
are we to reframn from jommmog in the ovtery
against the government which hung three men at
Manchester, for shooting a policeman 10 the at-
tempt to rescue an uatried political prisoner from
the handa of justice ? and which bung another
for a crime, the Camberwell explosion, identicai
m its man features with that for which the
Roman “martyrs of hiberty” sufiered on the
scaftold?  And yet the Camberwell explosion
was not, alter all, foul as it was, so foul and das.
tardly a crime as was that for whose perpetrators
the correspondent of the Daily News expresses
such warm sympathy.

Let the Daily News think well of it, and ask
himse!f this question—Whether by his denuncia-

tion of the Papal Government for executing ¢ the

Terrorisis before the Terror: and 1t has beeo

barracks, he does not by -anticipation, condemn
the Government of Canada, should it in pursuaace
of the law allow the.death penalty to be imflicted
upon Whelan 7 That the latter’s crime was a
most atrocious crime, abbarrent to all honest men
of all creeds, of all shades of political opinion, no
ove can deny. But no less certain 15 it that it
was a political crime : that s Lo say, a crime
which bad its source in political motives, and for
its object the destruction of one whom the cri-
minal regarded as an enemy of Femwmsm. Tf
therefore the shedding of the blood of the pol-
tical eriminals at Rome was a useless crime—the
shedding of the blood of Whelan would be, to
say the least as bad, and as worthy of reproba-
tion.

The Daily News kaows not what it 1s about ;
or in its eagerness to pander to the morbid Ld-
berahsm, and anti Papal bigotry of some of its
readers, it overlooks the el coasequences winch
its doctrines with regard to the duties of govern:
meats towards political criminals, will evitably
generate amongst another class. Tt will we fear
teach them to lock upon Whelan, if be be bung,
not as a murderer who justly expiated his offences
agaost God and man on the scaffold, (utas a
martyr: 1t will teach them, not 1o respect the
faw, bat to abhor 1t: and it will inspire then
with a feeling of hatred and detestation towards
a Governmeant which bung Allen and Larkin
political crim.nals, and put the author of the1I
Cemberwell atrocity to death, ir order to give ifs
sabjects a bloody holiday, This 1s what the
Daily News wil do, by its wicked, or If not
wicked, thoughtless, deaunciations of the Papal
Government,

Better by far, even though it might be unpo
pular, would it be for the Darly Neios to tell its
readers the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth: to tell them that God’s laws
iakes no allowance for political murders, and
bas created no exceptioa in favor of the political
criminal.

But our contemporary may be sure that what
be lays down as the rule to be followed with re~
gard to political murderers in the Papal States
wili be accepted by many who read bim, as the
role to be followed 10 TIreland and in Canada:
and thus if he will but coosider, he will see that
tc bis apxiety to condemn the Pope, he 15 vir-
tually pleading tbe cause of the convict Whelan.

Mos! cheerfully do we accert the call of our
contermporary, the Montreal Gazette, to do jus-

tice, by reproducing his emphatic disclaimer of
the policy which wa thought his language 1odi-
cated—auod which we attributed to him—to wit,
the design of so working the Constitution usder
which we live, as to ehiminate therefrom what it
contains of the Federal principle: and so as to
transfer all powers to the Central Goveroment,
even o matters relating to particular Provincial
interests,

This policy, these designs our contemporary
disclaims, and we believe that be does so honest-
ly. But be will allow vs to make these remarks
— That whilst we give bim cred:t for the iotent
to keep strictly within the limits of the Counsti-
tution, we Jook upon him as one who will alwaye,
when {wo views may honestly be taken of the
true mntent ot that decument, advocate the views
of those wha seek to minimize what we may
cali “State Rights,” and to maximize the rights
or powers of the Central Government. We
think also that, since 1n every controversy there
must be a Judge ; and since in every conlroversy
betwixt State and Federal Rights that may
arize, the Central Goverament in the absence
of any Supreme Court, will have to be that
Judge—the result of the policy openly avowed
by the Gazette, would be wvirtually to transfer
all power to tbe said Judge, or Central Govern—
ment. Had the Coogress of the U. States for
stance, been virtually endowed with the power
of adjudicating upon all matters w dispute be-
twixt the State and the Federal Governuents,
all power would virtually bave been transferred
to the bands ot the latter ; and the governments
of the former would inderd have been * mere
municipalities,” as the Evening Telegiaph
thioks that our Provineial governments actually
are.

The Gazette slso vindirates his loyzl!y, which
we thought somewhat tarnisbed by a leiter of a
decided Anpexation complexion published by
the Gazette without a word of censure. The
Gazette disclaims all community of seoliment

w1th bis correspondent, and then proceeds to define.

the nature and exteat of his own loyalty : —

“Tp gatizfy any scruples or doubts of onr con'em~
porarv we will 8ay here that so loog as the British
flag floats over us, we shatl adhere to it loyally ; we
ahall neither aid directly nor ipdirectly in palling
that flag down.~ Montreal Guzecle 25th Dec.

We congratulate the Gazette upon the pcs:
sesston of such a prudent, quiet loyahty —a loyal=
ty which will pever lead its possessor into danger,
or impose ou him the necesaity of any sacnfice.
It is nat a high or noble quality indeed ; not the
kind of loyalty which makes nations great and
renowned, which prompts to noble and heroie
deeds, whiclnembalms the names of its possessora
0 the pages of bistory, but a useful property
nevertheless. 1t was the loyalty of the cannie

calculating Seotchman who when pressed 10 1743

political. criminals” who blewup the '"Zt;'nia:vés:'

to declare for King James, or for King George,
preferred to wait before declaring acd committing
himself, vll he saw which side the bangmap wonld
take ; and such asit. is, 1t 13, we suppose, all the
layalty that many in Canada are capatle of. The
Gazette wll, however, pardon our bad taste, if
we assure him that we like such msipid lukewarm
loyelty as his, no better than we do the red-
bottest (reasos.

The Torento Globe publishes the clauses of
tbe new School Bil for Upper Canada, which,
under the dictatios of the Rev. Mr, Ryerson,
his tools, the members of the local legizlature,
propose mposing upoo the minister-ridéen people
of that Province. The main feature of this
edict 1s the propesed compulsory clause which 1t
contains ; and wn virtue of which it 15 provided
that any parent or guardian who does not send
every child, from the age of seven to twelve
years inclusive, under his care, to attend some
schoul for six montbs 10 each year, shall, upon
conviction before a Magistrate, be punished by
fine, and imprisonment uati! the fine be pard—
the penalty to be doubled unon every subsequent
conviction.

Now as it so happens that, in maay parts of
Upper Canada, the Catholics are too few 10 num-
ber, and too poor to be ahle to mamntan & schaol
of their awn, it follows that, if the proposed law
be carried, Catholics will be forced, under ruin
ous pains and penalties, fo send their children to
the Protestant schioal of the district—in whieh
as we know {rom Protestant testimony, no ade-
quate provision for the moral trainieg of the
pupils, exists ; and will thus bz obliged (o choose
betwixt spoliation of tis world’s goods, and vio-
lation of their duties towards God. Fashions,
and modes of persecution have altere3 no doubt ;
bul in substance there is ne difference betwixt
the atrocious law now proposed te be enacted in
Upper Canada,aod the edicts of Pagan Empe
rors enjoiniog upon all their subjects the burning
of incense before ther own images. o take
up betwixt finger aod thumb a grain of powder,
and to throw it on the fire, seemed but a smal’
matter to the beathen magistrates ; whilst to the
Cbristian, whom the nformer had dragged before
tus chair, the alternative of disobedience was the
dungeon, toriure, and the lingeriog death of the
vilest slave. Yet, as the burning of a grain of
incense 1ovolved the sio of apostacy, as it implied
tbe demal of Him Who bad bought them with
His precious blood, thousands of all ages, and of
gll conditions, old men and young children,
tender virgins, and high-bore matrons preferred
disobedience with all iis consequences, to servile
comphaoce with the laws of the Pagan Empe-

rors.

~ And thus, too, we trust, will 1t be with the
Catholics of Optario, should the iafamous edict
pow in contemplation be published by a tyranni
cal majority. Liet it be understood clearly,
from the first, that the Catholics of Upper Can-
ada will never, at any cost, vield respect or
obedience to any such a law; that if called upon
to choose betwixt loss of world’s goods, and
exposing their children to the risk of losing their
immortal souls, betwixt obedience to man’s, or
rather the devil’s law, and obedience to God’s
law, they will obey God rather than-man.

Forlunately many means will always present
themselves for evading such a law as that which
we bave under discussicn ; and ol which means
Catholics will in good coascience be able to avail
thbemselves. Though the law may ordain the
attendance of the cbild at school, it cannet ordain
how the child shall conduct himself when at
schoal ; and to a school teacher imposed, not by
the parent, but by the State, the cluld would
owe peither respect nor obedience—for 1t 15 caly
in virtue of a delegated parental authority, that
children are bound to respect and obey their
teachers. Now thousands of means will always
present themselves to the quick—wilted child,
taught by the parent that he is at liberty to
treat with contempt, and to amboy by every
means iz his power, the State—imposed teacher,
whereby he may muke bis presence in th= school
ntolerable, aad so 1ncompatible with any of the
objects for which schools are established, as to
procure his expulsion. This would be fine fun
for tke bays compelled against the wish of the
parents to attznd such a school ; and would, from
what we know of boys, and remember of school-
boy days, find plenty of skilful imtators and able
supporters, even amoogst those whose parents
were consenting to the attendance of their chil
dren at the Stale-school. By meaas simple as
these—by giving a hint to their children to make
themselves & nuisance ia the State-school; and
to Lhe State-umposed teacher, a reminder of how
Nicholas Nickleby treated Squeers, the York-
shire schaolmaster, 1n r¢ Smike —we are sure that
Catholic pareats acd guardians might, in a short
time, be able to evade the tyrannical provisiong
of the infamous law with which their nersecutors
menace them.

And so,1f 1t be impossible for them to preveat
the enacting of the law, they should even now
‘orgamze amoogst themselves, and devise schemes
for rendering the law inoperative, and for frus-
trating the design of its framers. Indeed We
thiok that merely by carelully and constantly

impressing on ‘the minds ‘of ‘their -children the
truth, that . no semblance even of respect, no
obedience is from them due to the teachers of
schools to which by law, but n0t by their parents,
they are sent, our Catbolic {riends can rende?
the whole scheme of compulsory education duga-
tory, and indeed ridiculous.

Ase2 case in pomnt, and illustrative” of our
meaning, we may allude (o tue means by which
a low-cburch Anglican congregation managed
quite legally to put a stop to the periodic recita-
tion by their high-cburch parson of the Athapa-
sian Creed. The rubric enjoins that this Creed
¢ shall be suog or said,” but does not . prescribe
to what tune 1t shall be sung. Consequently,
when the parson, on onme of the oceasions -
dicated by the Rubric, stcod up to recite the
obooxious Creed, the congregali'on struck 18 with
a will, aud sang the whole of it from the * Whg-
soever will be saved” to 1he Amen, to the air
of a rollickisg busting song, with a stentorian
chorus. The ruoric had not provided for this,
and 10 tbe parson bad to abandon the Athana-
gian Creed. We cite this as an instance how
easy it is to evade or peutralize ain obnoxious
law ; and in Alustration of the truth of the Persicn
proverb, ® that there are many ways of killing a
cat besides chokiog it n fresh butter.”

Tux RyersoN Fraups.— We invite atten .
tion to an article from the Toronto Telegraph
on the alleged pecuniary eccentricities of the
Rev. Mr. Ryersoo. I 1t be true, as the Tele.
graph asserts, that Mr. Ryerson haé, as a gov-
eroment cfficial, appropriated to his own use
sums of mooey * to which be had no more right
than he has to Mr, Sandfield Macdonald’s home-
stead dary farm in the toweship of Cosnwall,”?
1t 18 evident that the Procincial Penitentiary, not
the Edueation Office, 1s the proper sphere for toe
reverend delinguent’s labors. The matter ought
to be invesugated: for 1t argues a very low
mora! standard indeed amongst the members of
the Oatario government, and the people of the
Proviace generally, if they allow such grave
charges as those explicitly made by the Toronto
Telesraph agaist the Chiet of the Education
Office, to pass unventilated. Of two things one.
Either the Telegraph is guilty of foul defama-
tion of character, for which Mr, Eryerson will
seek reparahon before the Courts of Law: or
the Reverend official himseli :s oo better than a
thief. From tbis d:lemma there 1s no possible,
po concetvable means of escape : and we shall
therefore watch the clearing up of the alleged
% Ryerson Frauds” wiih no small anxiely, as it is
wauld ba a disgrace to L. Canada to be politically
united to a Province iu which such charges
should be allowed to pass unnoticed. The Revy.
Mr. Ryerson may be a much injured and very
innocent man: but if so the Telegraph has been
gulty of a mwost foul hbel. In justice then to
the Superiatendent ot Educauen for Oatario, in
justice to the tax pavers of that Province, in jus-
tice to the entire Domnioa of Canada, the mata
ter should be thoroughly ventilated, so that the
whole truth may be made knowa,

“ The Side-Walk Nuisance” is a text upon
which many of nur contemporaries hold forth, but
all in vain.  Unutil the side walks are cleaned by
the Corporation, a special tax on property being
levied for that purpose—they never will be
cleaned al all. The law Jefective asit is, is never
ngdly esforced: and the fronts of vacant lots
are never cleared at all, but the snow is there
allowcd to accumulaie from the beginoing of
wiater, to the mooth of March. All that 18 ob-
tained by the present silly wegulations 1s, that
here and there proprietors dig holes ta front of
their doors, which, when thaw comes, are con-
verted into small lakes which have to be bridged
over. It 1s in short the beight of absurdity to
suppose that the public thoroughfares can he
kept in order by the isolated, uaconnected, and
ill regulated action of private individuals,

We learn from the Montreal TWitness that
our separated brethren bave determined to found
a Protestant Iasutution for the ipstruction of
Deat-Mutes amengst their people. We wish
them every success: and we think we can pro-
mise them that their philanthropic labor will not
be made by Catholics, the subject of hostile
criticisns,

The Almener of the Trish poor acknowledges
with thanks the receipt of $248.65 from the St.
Patrick’s congregation.,  $86,87 from St. Ann’s
Congregation 5 and $14 from the St. Bridgets
Congregation ; makiog m all the bandsome sum
of $349, 523 as thewr Christmas collection in
aid of the suflering poor,

We understand that arrapgements are already
heing made for the Annual Concert of the St.
Patrick’s Society,to come of on or about the 2Tth
inst.  As the proceeds will be for the poor,we fee
assured that 1t will be asuccess. Of course the
Society will have the powerful assistance of the
Lidies on this, as oo former occasions.

Mr. David Walker, has kindly consented to

act 23 our Agent, for the County of Vietoria.
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