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School Question.

The Rights of Catholics
Not Provided For
Sufficiently.

Righteonsness of the Cause Re-
viewed From Many
Standpoints.

An Exposition of the Claims of the
Church in Regard to Reiigious
Teaching, Which Must Carry Con-
viction to Every Loyal Catholic and
Fair-Minded Non-Catholic.

To our Vencrable Brothers, ithe Arche
bishops, Bishops nnd other Ordinaries of
the Doruinion of Camnda, having peace
and commuanion with the Apostolic See,
Leo ¥*.¥.XJiL:

WVenerable Brothers, health and Aposs
tolic Bencdiction:

In addressing you, as we most willing-
1y do, there naturally occurs to our mind
the continual interchange of procfes of
mutusl kindliness and good oflices that

has ever existed between the Apostolic
See and the people of Canmda. The
charity of the Roman Catholic Church
watched by your very cradle,and she has
never ceased since ahe has received you
into her maternal bosom to hold you in
a close embrace and bestow benefits on
you with a prodigal hand.

If that man of immortial memory,
Francis de Laval Montmorency, first
Bishop of Quebec, was able to happily
accomplish for the public good such
deeds of renown, as your forefathers
witnemsed, it was because he was sup-
ported by the ruthority and favor of the
Roman pontiffs, nor was it from any
other source that the works of succeed
ing bishops, men of great merit, had
their origin, and drew their guarantee
of success.

In the same way,to get back to earlier
days, it was through the inspiration and
initiative ot the Apostolic See, that
generous bands of missionaries under-
togk the journey to your country, bear-
ing, together with
The Light of the Gospel. a Hizher

Culture and the First Germs of

Civitizntion.

It was these gorme, rendered froitful by
their devoted labors, that have placed
the people of Canada, although of recent
origin, on an equal footing of culture

and glory with the most polisbed
natjons of the world, It ia most pless.
ing to recall those beloved facts, all the
more su because we canatill contemplate
their abundant fruits. Assuredly the
greateat of these is that amongst the
Catholic people there is an ardent Iogve
and zeal for our holy religion, for that
religion which our ancestors, coming
providentinlly first and chiefly from
France, then from Ireland, and aftex-
wards trom -elsewhere, faith{ully practis-
ed and transmitted as an invaluable de
posit to their children. But if the child-
ren have faithfully preserved this pre
clous inheritance it im easy for ue to
understand how much of praise is due to
your vigilance acd your zeal, venerable
brothers. -

How much-also is due to the zenlof your
clergy, for all of you have labored with

- unanimity and assiduity for the preser-
vation and advancement of the Catholic

faith, and we must pay this homage to
the truth, without meeting with disfavor
oroppoaiilon from the laws of the British
Empire. Thus it was that when moved
1127 g.%le consu_:lerg.tion of your common

erlts we raised, a few ‘years ago, the
Archbishop of Quebec to the Cardinalate
dignity, we had in view not only to re-
cognize his personal merits, but also to
repay & tribute of homage to the piety
of all our Catholic pecple, As regards
the eaucation of youth, upon whith reat
the best hopes of religious and ¢ivil
society, the . Apostolic. See has never
ceased, in conjunction‘with you and your
; Dredecessors, to. Gceupy” itself, He¢nee

Were founded in great numbers in your

country -institutions - deatiiied for ithe

under the guardianship and protection
of the Church. Amongst these the vni-
vemity of Quebec, adorned with all the
titles and enjoying all the rights which
Apostolic authority is accustomed to
confer, occupies & place of honor, and
sufficiently proves that the Holy See has
no greater precccupation nor desire than
the formation of youthful citizens dis
tinguished by intellectual culturg and
commendable by reason of their virtue.
Therefore, it was with extreme solici
tude, as you can readily understand, that
we turned our mind to unhappy events
which in these latter years have

Marked the ITiscory of Catholic Fduca-
tien in Manitubn.

TIt is our wish, and this wish is a duty
for us, to strive to obtain and to eflec-
tively obtain by all the menns and all
the efforts in our power, that no burt

shall come to religion among so many
thousands of souls whose salvation has
been specially committed to us, especi-
ally in the country which owes
to the Church its initiation in
Christian doctrine and tbe first
r diments of civilization. And since
many expecied that we sbould make a
pronouncement on the queation, and
asked that we should trace a lineof
conduct and & way to be followed, we
did not wish to decide anything on thia
subject before our apostolic delegate had
been on the spot, charged to proceed to
a serioua examination of the situation,
and to give and account to us of the
state of affairs, He has faithfully and
diligently fulfilled the command which
we had given him, The question agit-
ated is one of great and exceptionsl im-
portance. We speak of the decision
taken seven years ago by the Parliament
of Manitoba on the subject of education.
The act of Confederation had secured to
Catholic children the right of education
in pubiic schools, in keeping with their
conecientigus convicticns. The parlia-
ment of Manitoba abolished this right
by contrary law. Byfthia latter lawa
grave injury was inflicted, for it was not
tawful for cur children to seek the bene-
fits of education in achools in which the
Catholic religion is ignored or actively
combatted ; in achools where its doctrine
is despised and its fundamental princi-
ples repudiated. If the church hus any

where permitted this it waa only with
greal reluctance and.inself-defence, and
after having taken many precautions,
which, however, have too often been
found unequal to parrying tbe danger.
In like manner one musy, at all cost,
avoid as most pernicioue those schools
wherein every form of belief is indiller-
ently admitted and placed on an equal
footing. se if in what regards God und
divine things it was of no importance
whether one believes xightly or wrongly,
whether one followed truth or felsehood.
You well kpow, venerable Brothers, that
all achools of this kind have been con-
demned by the Church because there
can be nothing more pernicious or more
fitted to injure the integrity of faith,
and to turu away the tender minds of
youth from the truth.

Religions Teaching and aod
Citizenship.

There is another point ¢n which even
those who differ from ue in'all else will
agree with ns, namely, that it is not by
means of a purely scientitic instruec-

tion, nor by vague and saperficial no-

tions of virtue, that Calholic children
will leave school such as their country

desires and expects. They must be more
deeply and fully instructed in their re

ligion if they are to become good Chris

tians, honest and uprigbt citizens. The

formation of their eharacter must be the
result of principles which, deeply en

graven on their consciences, will impose
themselves on their lives as the natural
censequences of their faith and religion,

for without Jreligion there is no moral
education worthy of the name, none
truly efficacious, seeing thati the nature
and force of all duties are derived chiefly

from those special duties which bind
mean to God, who commands, who forbids
and who had appended a salvation tc
good or evil. Wherefore, to hope to
have souls imbued with good morals,
and at the same time to leave them de-
prived of religion, is as msenseless aa to
invite to virtue after having overthrown
its very foundation. For the Catholic
there is but one true religion, the Catho-
lic religion, hepce in all that concerns
doctrine or morality or religion, we can-
not accept or recognize anything which
is not drawn from the very sources of
Cidtholic teaching. Justice and reason
demand then that our children have in
their sghools, not only scientific instruo-
tion, but also moral teachixgs in har.
mony, as we bave already said, with the
principles of their religion, teachings,
‘without which all education will'be not
.only fruitless but absolutely pernicious.
Hence. the necessity of having. Oatholic
.teachers, reading books and ‘text books:

moral and sciéntific instruction of-vainth -
;-uialand, ; ruct, f-youth,
institutions -which' are ao: floniishing
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thereiq shall be in full accord with the
Catholic faith as well as with all the ties
that flow therefrom.

The Inhkerent Rights of Parents.

For the rest, to decide in what institu-
tion their children shall be instructed,
who shall be their teachers of morality,
is & right inherent to parental anthority.
When, then, Catholics demand, and it is

their duty to demand and strive to gbtain
that the teaching of the masters shall
be in conformity with the reiigion of
their children, they are only making use
of their rights; and there can be noth-
ing more unjust than to force on them
the alternative of allowing their chil-
dren to grow up in ignorance or expose
them to manifest danger in wbat con-
cerns ihe supreme interests of their
soula,

It is not right to call in doubt or to
abandon in any way these principles of
judging and acting which are founded
on truth and jnetice, and which are the
safeguards both of public and private
interests,

Wherefore, thus when the new law in
Manitoba struck a  blow at Catholic
education, it was your duty, Venerable
Brothers, to freely protest against the
injury and disaster inflicted; and the
way In which you all fulfilled that doty
is & proof of your common vigilance,
and of a spirit-truly worthy of bishops;
and rlthough each one of you will find
on this point 2 mufticient approbatioun in
the testimony of his own conscience,
learn, nevertheleas, that you have also
our concurrence and our approbation,
for the things wiich you eought and
etill seek to protect and defend are most
sacred.

The difticulties created by the law of
which we speak, by their very nature,
showed that an alienation was to be
songht for in a united effort. For =so
worthy is the Catholic cause thai all
good and upright citizens, without dis-
tinction of party, should have bunded
themnelves together in 2 close union ta
upheld it. Untortunately for thes suc.
ceas of this cauae the contrary took
place. What is more deplorable still is
thai Catholic Canadians themaelves
failed to unile as they should in defend
ing those interests, which are of such
importance to all, the importance and
gravity of which should have stilled the
voice of party politics, whick are of
much lesy importance,

The Rights of Catholics Not Sufliciently
Provided For.

We are not unaware that something
has been done to amend the law. The
men who are at the head of the Federal
Government and of the Province of
Manitoba have already taken certnin
measures with a view to decreasing the
difliculties of which the Catholics of
Manitoba complain, and against which
they rightly continue to protest. We
have no reasm:n to doubt that these
measures were taken from love of justice
and from « laudable motive. We can-
not, however, dissimulate the truth, the
lnw which they have passed to repnir
the ipjury ia defective, unsuitable, in.
sufficient. Ths Catholics ask. and no
one can deny that they justly ask for
much more. Moreover, in the reliet
measures that have been propused there

.is this defect. that in changes of local

circumstances they may easily be value
less. In a word, the righta ot Catholics
and the education of their children have
not been sufliciently provided for in
Manitoba. Everything in this question
demands, and is conformable to justice.
that they should bethor ugbly provided
for, that is, by placing as security and
gurtounding with due safeguards those
anchangeable and sacred principles of
which we have spoken above This
sbould be the aim, this the end to be
zealously and prudently sought for.

Nothing can be more injurivua to the
attainment of this and than discord.
Unity of spirit and harmony of action
are most necessary. Nevertheless, since
as frequently happens in things of this
nature, there is not one fixed and deter
mined, but various ways, of arriving at
the end which is proposed, and which
should be obtained, it follows that there
may be various opininns all equally good
and advantageous, Wherefore, let each
and all be mindful of the rules of
moderation, gentleness and mutual
charity; let no one fnil in the respect
that is due to another, bot let all resolve
in fraternity, unapimity, and not with-
out your sdvice, to do that which the
circumstances require and which ap-
peara best to be done.

'The Righteousness of she Cnuse.

Asregards especially the Catholics of
Manitoba, we have every contidence that
with God’s help they will succeed in ob-
taining full satisfaction. This hope is

found, in the first place, in rightecusness
of their canse ; next to0 the se.se ot
justice and prudence of the men at the
head of the Government, and, finally, in
the pood will of all upright men in
Canada.

In the meantime, until they are able
to obtain their full rights let them not
refuse partial satisfaction. If, therefore,
anything is granted by law, or custcm,
or the good will of men which will
render the evil more tolerable and the
dangers more remote, it is expedient
acd useful to make use of such cunces-
sions, and to derive therefrom as much
benefit and advaniage as possible,
Where, however, no remedy can be
found for the evil, we must exhort and
beseech that it' be provided against - by
the liberality and muaificence of their
contributions, for' no one can.-do any-
thing more salutary for himself; or more
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conducive to the prosperity of his
couhtry, than to contribute, according to
his 'means, to the maintenance of these
schoola. ,

There in another point which appeals
to ¥our common aolicitude, namely, that
by your authority and with the
aesislance of those who direct education.
al institutions, an accurate £nd suitable
curriculam of studies be established, and
that it be-especially provided that no
one shall be permitted to teach who is
not amply endowsd with all the necea-
sary qualities, natural and scquired, for
it 18 only right tbat Citholic schools
be able to compete in bearing, culture
and scholarship with the best in the
country.

As concerns intellectual culture and
the progrean of civilization, one can only
recognize as praiseworthy and noble the
denire of the provinces of Cunada to
develop public instruction, and to raiss
its standard more and more, in order
that it may deaily become higher and
more perfeot.

A Word to Catholfc Journalists.

Now there ia no kind of koowledge
no perfection of learning, which cannot’
be fuliy harmonized with Catholic duc
irine, especially Catholics who are wri-
ters on the daily press can do much to-
wards explaining and defending what
we have nlready said. Lat them, there
fore, be mindful of their duty. Let them
sacredly and courageously uphold what
is true, wht is right, what is useful to
the Christian religion and the stat:-: Lot
them ilo it, however, in a decorous man
ner, Let them aveld personalities, Lt
tbem never overstep the bounds of mad-
eration, l.et them respect and religiously
take heed to the anthority of the hishops
and all legitimate authority. The greater
the diflicuities of the time and the more
imminent the dangec of dissensions, tue
more atudiously should they endeaver
to promote unity ot thought and actiun,
without which there is little or no hope
that that which we ull desive will b
obtained.

As 2 pledge of henvenly gilts and n
testimony of our fraternnl goodwill r -
ceive the Apostolic benediction, which
we lovingly impart in the Lord to you,
Venerable Brothera, and to your clergy
andpeople

Given at Rome, from St. Peter's, on the
8th of December, 1897, 1n the twentieth
year of our pontificate,

{Signed), Lo I’ P, X1IL

NOTES FROM ST,
MARY'S  PARISH.

The St. Vincent de Taul B.ciety in
connection with the parish will hotl
their annual concert on Monday nex;.
Prof. James Wilson, the musical director
of the church, has been for some time
actively engaged in prepariag & very in
teresting programme fo  the event,
which will embrace instrumental aund
vacal welections, Tie St. Vineent de
Panl Seetion is & most deserving orgurni-
zition, as its cperations hring comfort
and retiel intc many homws  and
it ahould be warmly  supported,
Tre entertainment wiil ot ied o excel-
lent opp rtunity to the parishoners to
olier their assistance to the praiseworthy
woek, and we look forward o n bumper
honse for the orgauization on the eea
sion

The pupils of the various schanls have
resunied theirstadies after the Coriatmas
vieatlon.

There is an agitation going on in the
circles of English apeaking Catholies
with a view of seenring the appolninn ut
ol & thoronglly competent  English
apeaking Catholic Schuod inspretur. Tae
matler will be bronght tn the attention
of Premier Marchand after the session.

FIBE AT LOYOL\A COLLEGE.

Destructive Binze Awakens the Bonrd-
ers Freom Their Stumbers,

Loyola Cullege. one of the leading
English Catholic educational estahlish-
ments of the city of Montreal was the

scene of & destructive tire on Wednesdsy
morning, but the fire did nutinteriere
with the session and ciasses were con-
tinued without interrupti. n. Toe fire
was discovered in a class room in the
eastern portion of the ¢rllege buildings,
which are situated on St. Catberine
street, and the corner of Bieury

To all appearances it had ita origin in
the gnawing of rats, and whs probabiy
burning quietly the greater partof the
night, breaking out in the ceiling of the
class-room  This building was once
occupied by the Congregation of the
Sacred Heart, when the eubstantial
building on the corner of the street was
added. The Jesuit Fathera have been
carrying on their achool here for nearly
two years, The sudden outbreak of fire
tended to show the admirable discipline
of the institution. There was &t no
time any danger for the sleeping boys,
but their behaviour under the circuw-
stances was more than creditable.

Rev Father Kavanagh estimates the
damage at eight or ten thousand dollars,
The buildings were insured in the Nur
wich Union Company tcr $9 080 and the
‘contentsin the Scottish Union i x $2 000,

Rev. Father Kuvanagh deserves great
credit for the manner in which hesuc
cesded in arousingthe pupils and bring
ing them to safety- without a panic, and

it speaks well for the discipline of the
college; "~ = - ' Co
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ST, PATRICK'S PARISH.

Megr. Dontenville, of New Waest-
minster, B.C., Preaches an
Eloquent Sermon.

The Missionar Work Porfocnied on the
Banks of the Pacifie—The Mode of
Life of Christian Indions.

On Sanday last the pulpit of St. Pat-
rick’s was occupied by His Lordship the
gifted young Oblate recently consecr ited
coadjutor Bishop of New Westminater,
BC. Mgr. Dontenville’s personality ia
striking; he is gifted with a volee of
crmnass and sweetness.  Afthough of
Alsatian birth e rpeaks tnhe Boglish
Inngaage with elegae ce and tlacney amd
his atvle isenpivatingina hich degree.,
In anticipati v f heart g Has Lo shap
the gacred editice was mor- than usnally
crowded, »1id thowe who wer preeaant it

MUNR, DONTEMVIL'E,

that they had been favored with w more
than ordinary treat of sacrod cloguence,
Having veferred to the work of 8t Peter
and his suceeasors in their fultiment of
the Divine command toteach all natione,
the gifted preacher apoke of the eflvris
ol the Miesionsries of the tunrch in
many lands,  Idreeting his remarke
more particularly to the Gelds ovenupied
by that indefatigable bedy, 1he Oulates
of Mary Immaculate, he spoke of the
leewlity where his two predecosrors in
the Eplacopate amd the members of the
Oblate Order have been exerting thom-
scives for more than {iity yenrs,  Tracing
rapldly the phyaieal conditions ob the
dioceze ol New Weatmirstor with iln
majestie ranges of o untaine, the
lockies, the Neikirks and the Cameadoes,
he deaeribed the progress of the Oblate
mis-ions in those  distaut  regions,
Nothing  could be e inter
csting than the story b the miaer
e wand e streagceles f the missjone
ariern wmidst  the matley  population
thut s gath red i the gobd Geldn, Yot
whitt wion most striking 1 the oisernran
of Hia Lordship was tine aceount of the
Indian missions. Huving refiered o the
paganinbes, some ol woeleh, owing Lo Lhe
direful « -eta of their conaet wirn the
worstl, class of abites, ne o rooandod ag

ireetricvably  Lomt, De deserilod the
mode  of e o Hitcen theus ad
Christian Indiare wiho are cepoeiudly

ceared for by thi Obinte Fathera They
are abl indusaricus and bave Oken o
yursnits wheh cnabile Sam o provide
fer their familics. They wrctne [ndinns
who Lave proved s amrensbde and
who have embracod Citlioiicity witn
germine fervor. They prociies toeir re-
irgicn ns peaple actunted by strong faith,
Iaving  1n communiiies their lives
might be termed monastie in = gense,
vince nll their actions are regnlated
by the seund of the chiapel beli. Taey
get up in the morning in suswer to its
eall and pray together as the fiest act of
the day., The aame hell calls them to
their meals and ta evening prayer.
Those Indians are often scandalized by
the corduct of the whites who are but
nominfl Catholics; they cannot renlize
that pergons who huve unce been blessed
with the faith ean fall away from
the teacuings of the Choreh and commnit
grievous zins against movality. He
asked bis hearers to pray fur the per
severance of those good [ndians. They
are surrounded with dangers. False
teachers sought to shake the confidence
of the y oung especially, in the teachings
of the Church. Sometimes they suc-
ceeded, becanse it bad happened that’
these wolves 1n sheeps’ ciotbing enun-
ciated such doctrines as thet there is no
hell, and to those who desire to
gratify their passions such teaching was
weceptable.  Yet they uoped to retain
the great maj rity in the true path, and
by zeal mnd perseverance and (od's
bleseing upun ceaseless labor, to gain
atill more of those children of Nature
to the saving truths of the Goepel of
Jesus. He aakew for the {ervent prayers
of the faithful children of St, Patrick; it
was a great consolation to him to spenk

“in such & magnificent temple, where the
exiles of Krin snd their children were

guthered in such large numbers, true to
the old f.ith and to the old land, I-t
them pray .for ithe success of his mis-
sicnaries snd for his own feeble eflorts,

thatb succers may crown them, and they

would all have a shure in tne rewards of
those who labored for the greater glory
of God througi the saivation of souls.

{of the occasion -to;deliver: hi

[CAOES FROM ROME.

The Appeal for Peace Made by
His Holineus.

The Christmans Fontivislen—Specinl Ceren
mouics -Thoe Dreyfus Affaly Agnio—
Sther Maticrw

Those who have been fortunate enocugh
to pass a Christmas at Rome ars almost
unanimous in their decision that the
observance of this great Fenst of Joy in
the Fternal City comes nearer to the
ideal than thut knewn in any other part
ol the univerae. (L is nnquestionable
timt of all sensors of the yoar there is
none when Rome jooks to thoroughly
Rome, when it is spclearly at its bes,t s
during the Christmas term. Nightly
ilbninations ane kept up during the
noliday senson, apd day and mght the
whole  eity s en e, Hluminaved
Reme relleeted in the waters of the roll=
tug Fiber is n fonst Tor the ey,

* [.2 *

A number of pilgrimages unnounced
to teke place Jduring s month have
e pestponed pending the prepireations
for e eoming Corsistery. Tooey will
probuably he niste  In Fetirunry  and
Murch,

* + *

Tha Dreyfoa uvatory hus been height-
encd by wstory ttat the Holv Mather
ad Tervived aletty o tram Mes, Dreyfus,
amking his personndl nilaence to securc
the refease of ter hinsband, and declar-
irg his innocenes in the est eniphatic
language.  Faesimiles of the letter were
puablishicd, and it was penerally helieved
tbab tie Pope had really been the re
cipicut of snett an appeal, 1t however
turna out to be wesoerd,  Whether it
wxA 1 movement on the part of the Jews
to identify the Pope with the ¢llort in
progress lor the release of their fellow
countryman doen not appear, but uone
know better than they that the Fope 18
Lt protector, par eccelleace, of the help-
Icsa, the [ricndlces, the feeble, no matter
who, what or where they are.  He is,
amongst men, the ‘Consolator Alic-
torum, and wanld help a sick or needy,
Jew an soun a8 an allicted Christizn,

* * *

The English College iere hias arranged
to receive Anelican elergymen who have
hecome convertr and  desive to sludy Jor
the Chnreh. A separate estabilshment
Las been set apart fur widdlenged and
elderly men, who eannot be cxpected to
confornt to the enles and regulations
applying ta young students. The l'opec
takes s special inlerest in the move-
ment, and Monsignor Stonor constitutes
himeetf the eepresentative and winrdinn
of thuse who enter the Collige o take
wlvantage of the opportunities now
oilered,

* » ” '

e long and tedions snit which re-
gulted in connection with the brgnestsby
the Mampiise de Ploesiz Jellivere hae
Deeny weettied by copsent, the 1ope gettang
the splendid realdenceon the Phoce de in

Coneorde, and the line eontear at ){()r-
enil, with atl ity mageticont aod im-
moensely  valunbhle art tres e, The

eity tesidence will he evintualy oeet-
pidid by the Papa Nuncin s daris ant
the Clutwat wiltl probabily be convertec,
into w convent.,

#* * *

Itis stated in e of the loes] papers
thnt Miss McTavish, who some time
ginee was the benyer of o portrad? which
the Queen of Italy @ renc to Cardinad
fiibhons, as an rarnrel of persenad res-
peet for his Eminonee, amd admire-
tion or his writings, is abut to xe-
virit Rome, bringing capica of the Car-
dinal’s varicne ook, richly bound, as &
roturn present to that god and royal
Indv. The neen locks npon Cardinal
Gibhons as one of (Lo niest eminent,
monat enlightened, nnd mest puolished
Yrinces of the Church and will appre-
cinte his giit aceonlingly.

* * »

The 26th December boing the Feast
of St. Stephen, to whom great devotion is
shown by the pecple of Rome, the sev-
eral churches, erceted to the Firnt Mar-
tyr, were crowded, expecially that which
is known as the “ chureh of St. Stephen
the Round,” so called from ita shape. It
contsins & number of moeast magnificent
frescors representing the modes of tor-
ture applied to the Martyra of the early
church—most of which are painfully
realistic,

» * *

A planetoid which was discovered by
Mr. Charleroi, and has hiikerto been
knnwn as No. 416, has heen named the
“ Vatacana' after the Vatican observ-
atory. This is more especially intended
fs a compliment to Fatbher Boccandi, the
arnistant director of the observatory,
who is known as the discoverer of several -
double planets, and is considered as cne -
of the most distinguisbhed of Italian -
astronomers. His Holiness the Popeis .
much pleased at this well - merited recog- - -
nition of Father Boccardi' eminence i ;
the acientific world. T

* * * o

The Pope received 23 Cardinals and a
large number of Bishops, Prelates ‘andk:
attaches of the Papal Court on Thuraday.
before Cbristmas, The object of 'the
visit was to tender the customary: sea- -
son’s greeting, which waa voiced by °
‘Cardinal Oreglin, Dean of the.Bacred:
College. His Holiness availed:hitself. -




