THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

3

-Many amiable, but.weak minded men, have deem-
ed it possible to. bring about- a union betwixt thie Ca-
tholics and Protestants of Ireland. On the Tenant
Right question, great assistance was expected from
the Presbyterians of the black North: but, as will be
geen from the following extract from Mr. Lucas’ cor-
respondence in the Tablel these hopes have been ef-
fectually dispelled. The-Catholics of treland must
-rely on‘themselves alone : a Protestant Irishman is a
political as well as a religious monster ; and from him
no assistance to the cause of. Ireland can be expected :

« Laoking at the Presbyterians as a-political body,
and at the most prominent of those engaged to strug-
le for tenant vight, I can only express my opinion
that at the present moment, and for some time past,
they bave been a source of weakness to us instead of
strength ; that they have played false to us on every
point and in every direction : that they have weaken-
ed us in Parliament and weakened us out of par-
liament; that they have betrayed us -at the elec-
tions, betrayed us on the hustings, betrayed us on
the platform, betrayed us in the Council Room, be-
trayed us in the lobby. 1 need go no furtherr for,
beyond the lobby they have not been able to get.—
Having infinitely maore electoral power than the Ca-
tholics, in propartion to their numbers, if they had
. the honesty and manliness to use it aright, these slaves
of self-iuterest have not only betrayed us, but they
nave had the indescribable meanuess to betray them-
selvés; and thus the principle of self interest which
they devoutly worship has l.efl them just strengh
enough 1o betray, where no risk was to be run and
aome profit was to be hoped, but has left them impo-
tent to acquire the necessarry political force which
should have enabled them to betray us in the senate
house. God knows it has been against the advice of
a good many leading Catholics, for whose opinjon
and position [ have the highest respect, that | have
labored day and night o promote the union of north
and soutii, and to help to keep together Presbyterians
aand.Cathalics in one united phalanx. The absurdity
of the attempt is demonstrated by the failure of the
experiment.  They have fproved to be a rotten
reed, breaking wheie they should stand firm, and
piercing the hand to which they s_houkl give help.
For my part—I speak merely my single advice, and
1 submit it to the judgment of others who are more
compelent to pronounce—T should be glad if we were
1o wash our hands of them altogether, and if some
means could be found for uniting all the elements of
strength existing in those three provinces of Ireland
which alone return members to Parliament not hostile
to the general intevest, for the redress of all the griev-
ances by which this country is afllicted. While the
funds of the Leagne have been maintained out of the
pockets of small farmers and struggling artisans, to
say nothing of Priests, and in other parts, the Presby.
terian north, the wealthy, enterprising, industrious,
thrifty, stingy Preskyterians of the north, have, inthe
main, been content to live upon ihe alms of the south,
aud to send no money to replenish the Lommon stock !
Union with the south! Why, gentlemen, you must
indeed be laughing at us. We have dunned you to
vaur faces in the Council Room ; we have urged yon
with letters through the post; we have tried to shame
you through the press; we Lave proclaimed your short
comings at public meetings; but your purses are as
rigid as, according to Horaee, are the entrails of the
husbandman (dura ilia messorum), and not a luck-
penny could we exract from your tenacious gripe.—
‘Union with the south! Why, we have not had from
yon even ordinary fajr play in a common question of
money. What you want is that in the ordinary course
of aoitation we should colleet the money and you
should share the benefit of the fund; that in Parlia-
mentary elections we should make the sacrifices and
‘thal the members should be yours ; and that you should
make use of your place in the union to promote
treachery and desertion among those whom our saeri-
fices have sent to Parliament, whenever it will answer
your petty aud selfish purposes. Once for all, it is
impossible to have any alliance upon such terms.”

Decreasr oF CRiME 138 IRELAND.—The government
of Ireland—that is to say, the oflicials connected with
Dublin Castle—have published the statistics of erime
and its punishments in this country, for the past year,
The report cf the inspectors is not a very lively or
entertaining document, nor will the general reader
tind mueh romantic interest in it. Nevertheless, it
is useful in itself, as a thing which may be itaken,
under certain conditions, as an index of the material
and moral status of the country. From thiy soit of
governmental Newgate Calendar with which parlia-
.ment gratifies us annually, we glean this year some
interesting facts. It appears, for example, that the
amount of erime which has come under official notice
in Ireland has diminished by one-half during the last
three years ; that is to say, the number of convictions
were, in 1849, somewhat over fourteen thousand, as
esompared with seventhousand and a little more in
1852. This is, indeed, a highly satisfactory annoonce-
ment. Not for any high value 1o be set on it asa
proof of the sudden growth of a high-toned morality in
1he country, following on previous depravity, for that
is one of those miracles which don’t vccur in human
affairs, But it proves something else which is equally
important for us ; it proves that the material condition
of the country is altered for the better, There is no
great and sudden improvement in public morality in
Ireland, bhecause it was not needed. Our people.
4hank Heaven, are, in spite of all their favlts and
sufferings, an esseatially moral and virtnous people,
aad were radically as much so three, ten, ar fifty
years ago, as to-day. Dutafew years since, a sue-
eession of unequalled miseries and calamities produe-
ad proceedings on the part of the starving masses
which rigorous lawsstamped with the brand of erime,
and which the ministers of those laws punished ac-
cordingly. Then the 1imes changed, the causes of
these things passed away, and what was called crime
proportionately diminished. We shall explain this
-prezently. Looking at the face of the report, prosper-
ous Uister appears, 4t first sight, entitled .to congra-
tulate itself on its superior morality. But hers, too,
there is room for explanation and that explanation,
when furnished, affordsus reason for mitigating our
pride.on’ behalf of our province, and removing any
special’ sligma’ that muy rtegt on our less fortunate
cauntrymen.in the south and west. - ‘Let us see how
thisis. The inspectars of prisons, in their report in-
form us that, for the last year, the.returns of .crime in
Munster is about two thousand six’ hundred, as com-
‘pared with nearly four iimes that amount in 1847, the
Year of the terrible- famine. = InLeinster, two thou-
sand six hindred, as compared with five thousand.
In Connaught, one thousand -three bundred; as'com=
pured with three thousand four bundred: ..And'in

Ulster, one thousand five hundred, as compared with
one thousand six hundred. These are the round num-
bers, quile sufficient for our purpose.. Now, what do
we find here? That in Munster crime was fourfold
more ezlensive (that is the best word) in the famine
year than in 1852.. And how account. for this? A
close examination solves the riddle. Nearly all nof
what s called crime in Munster in 1847, is found to
consist of such offences as famine will excite even the
most virtuous to: riots, disturbances, pelty thefts of
starving men at bakers’ shops, tnrnip and potato fields,
breaking of windows in order fo he put fo jail, and find
the food there they could not get outside, and other
¢ crimes” of this character, sprinkled with agrarian
outrages, the natural consequences of the savage ex-
ercises of what those who look on poor men as mere
machines, call the rights of property. This is why
the returns of 1852 are so much less than those of
three years before ; and, as Munster was the greatest
sufferer, it naturally furnishes the greatest contrast.
But still we find that, excepting Connauvght, whose
population has been greatly thinned by emigration,
Ulster has for the last year, the smallest returns of
crime.  But here, too, examination of details explains
the difference. The excess of the South, and much
more than the mere numeral excess, consists of those
petty offences that still denote the existence of com-
parlative poverty ; and we are bound to confess that,
in certain forms of crime, which are the closest tests
of general morality, the number is largest in Ulster,
though the general return least. We hereallude to the
offences that bear on ‘the morality of the home (so to
say), which are always found to be most numerous in
prosperous and wealithy districts, where the religious
principles of the people are more lax than in other
places. We may, therefore, feel assured that we have
no reason whatever to pride ourselves on any superior
morality of our province. Ulster has great prosperity
and little poverly. With her mannfactures and other
sources of wealth, she has no inducements to those
offences which destitution provokes. 1f those offences
are more numerous in other parts of the country, it is
more the people’s misfortune than their fault. But
even the returns of the inspectors of prisons, dry and
malter-of-fact as they are, help, in their own way, to
prove—what is shown in the book of Dr. Forbes—that,
where the old faith prevails most widely amongst the
people, there those offences that arise from the sensuval
passions and depraved inclinations of human nawre
are fewest.

SwEARING ON A DeaL Boarn.—We mentioned in
our last the refusal of the Rev. W. Keogh to be sworn
on a Protestant Bible, upon the ground that he did not
recoginse, in that book, any right or title 1o the ap-
pelation of the word of Gad. Thisconduct of the Rev.
gentleman has created much surprise, and provoked
mauy uncharitable comments from, the anti-Catholic
press. The Tablet replies to them as follows :—

¢ Why should these people try to force upon us their
version of the Seriptures, which we condemn and
disapprove, and refuse us the benefit of an oath  the
way most natural for us to take it? Some of these
Protestants are very angry with Mr. Keogh for refus-
ing to do what other men have done before him. It
is true that other Catholics—Bishops, Priests, and
laymen—have taken the oath on the Protestant Bible,
and have thought it lawful to do so; but what is the
ground of the difference between those who have
thought it lawful and those who think it unlawfu!?
Is it thut those who are willing to take av oath upon
the Protestanl Scriptures think, or mean to imply, that
the Protestant version of the Seriptures is indeed the
true word of God? No such thing ; no Cathulic so
Catholic who so takes the oath means to profess his
faith in the authorised, that is, in the perverted ver-
sion, but fo do something totally different. The notion
amongst those who defend the practise is this :—that
any form by which it is agreed betorehand or under-
stood that the taker of the oath means to invoke the
name of God is, by the very nature of the case, an
invocation of the name of God, an oath, and binding
on the conscience. No matter, say they, what the
form may be, or however ridiculons or absurd ; whe-
ther it is to hold up your hand, or to kiss a Jeal board,
or the covers of a book which encloses a pretended
and untrue translation of the Word of God. In any
case, whether it be the deal board or the book cover,
it is the sign or symbol arbitrarily imposed by the
civil avthority to signify that the swearer attests the
name of God. And, as in the ope case it cannot be
said that the civil power could mean that the deal
board was the Word of God, so neither need it be sup-
posed that the civil power means to exact from the
swearer a declaration of his belief that the printing
within the book covers contains the true and veritable
Ward of God. Those who ubject to the practice, deny
altogether this mode of putting the case. They say
that if the civil power did indeed require a witness to
kiss a deal board, or to perform any other indifferent
ceremony as a conventional mode of atlesting an ap-
peal to the Most High, there would be not the slight-
est difficulty in a Catholic going through any such
appuinted ceremonial; but they say, as a matter of
fact, that it is not indifferent to the civil power what
substance touches the swearer’s lips. They say, and
they say truly, that the Protestant Seriplures are se-
lected for the oath because they are supposed by the
selectors to be the true and unadulterated Word ot
God. Those who believe otherwise, if they have the
good fortune to be Hebrews or Chinese, are permitted
lo swear in a diflerent fashion, and are not presented
with 4 new Testament at all. They are not presented
with it because they do not believe in it, and because
for them to take an oath upon a book which they do
not reverence as the true and undoubted Word of Gad,
would not merely be objectionable to their own feel-
ings, but repugnant 1o the very notion under the influ-
ence of which the form of oath in our conrtsof justice
and elsewhere has been imposed by Protéestant autho-
rity.  That this last is the true version of the case,
speaking in my own private person and my own indi-
vidual belief, I have no manner of doubt. I am per-
fectly certain that for a Catholic to take the oath on
the Protestant Testament, and to profess at the same
time loudly that in so doing he considered an oath on
the Protestant Scriptures no more than an cath on a
deal board ; that he did not mean by kissing the book
1o profess any reverence for the Protestant Scriptures ;
and'that he had no thiought of professing that they
were the Word -of God; Isayl am sure that any
Catholic witness who did so would revolt and disgast
Protestant- feeling, quite as much as, if not a great
deal more, than the. Rev. Mr. Keogh. The proof of
this is the outrageous_ and insolent attacks by all the
orgaus of Protestantisni upon the Rev. Mr. Keogh for

bis- truthful and  manly behavior. -They all suy, or

believes, or can believe, if he know his relizion; no’

rather shout at him—What! have you the ¢ audacity
to stand up in one of her Majesty’s courts of law and
declare that sacred volume to be false which contains
the version of the Scriptures authorised by law, on
which the Queen has taken her corronation oath, and
which . this Protestant nation believes to be truly the
Word of God 79— (Daily Frpress, 21st Sept.)

Let every man speak for himself. 1, not certainly
standing up in any’of her Majesty’s courts of law, but
here, in tha press, speaking in my own proper person,
declare that [ do not believe that volume to be sacred ;
that [ do believe it to be false; and that whether it is
authorised by law—as was, not so very long ago, the
hanging, embowelling, mutilating, robbing, and tor-
turing of Catholic Priests and laymen; whether it is
the version on which the Queen (God bless her) has
taken her corronation oath j or whether this Protestant
nation believes it 1o be the Ward of God—all these
things are u matter of the purest and simplest indiffer-
to me, I reverence the Queen, but I am net bound 10
hold her Majesty’s opinions npon the Seriptures, upon
any matters of religion, or upon any other matter sav-
ing those which concern my duties as a good citizen.
And as to the authority of law in sueh a matter, and
the belief of the Protestant nation, they truly—us the
laws pow staud, and as this Protestant nation now
shows itself—are grounds, not of simple indifference,
but of a strong prima facie presumption against any-
thing which they propose to me on such a subject. " [
do reverence the Holy Seriptures; 1 do hold them to
be the Ward of God. So does every Catholic. But
for the Protestant Scriptures, the Protestant version—
I believe them 10 be, and to have been, made design-
edly false, mutilated and corrupt. Why should you
push your Protestant Scriptures down my throat? |
have unothing to say about them—uothing at least that
can justly offend you if yon will refrain from jnsalting
all of us by thrusting upon us Seriptures which are
not ours—which we have Jong since formally rejected,
and which we will never accept as the Word of Gad.
Butif yuu endeavor to thrust these Scriptures upon us,
and 1if, moreover, you tell us that we are audacious
insolent, blasphemous, treasonable and I know nat in
how many other ways sinful, if we dare to express
our adhetence ta thase Seriptures, which we believe
to be true, and our rejection of those Scriptures which
we believe to be falsified, then we have nothing for it,
but to tell yon the plain lruth, however it may dis-
please you, and however it may be offensive to your
ears.

In one word, as it was in the beginning, so it is
now and soit will ever be. We receive the Seriptures
from 1he Chureh, and 1o us nothing is the Seripture—
nothing is the Word of God —except that which comes
to us stamped with her authority. Yours, on the con-
trary, come to us stamped with the Chureh’s disappro-
pation, and by her authority condemned ; and know-
ing this you have the ¢ insolence,® the ¢ andacity,”
or Jet me rather hope the thoughtlessuess, to ask us
and to try to compel us to make, what you intend, a
solemn act of worship upon a book which you know,
unless you are strangely ignorant, that we religiously
condemn.

As my name has been aliuded to in this business 1
have just one word of personal explanation to offer,.—
I have more than onece refused to take the oath on a
Protestaut Bible on the grounds here stated. Ounce or
twice, having regard to the strong opiniun entertnined
by others to the effect above stated—namely, that on
kissing the Protestant Bible I was doing no more than
kissing a deal board, I have thonght mysell under no
necessity of inguiring whether the book which I was
required 1o kiss was a Catholic or a Protestant Bible.
But when the question is raised in this formal way
‘Vefore the whole empire, and we are 1okl without any
circumlocution whatever that in kissing the Protestant
Testament we profess our belief in it as the true
Scripture of God, I, for one, solemnly declare my in-
lention never again to take an oath without carefully
examiuing the book upon which 1 am asked to swear,
and rejecting the book if I find it not 10 be my antho-
rised version of the Scriptures—that is, the copy au-
thorised by the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church.»

Mr. Lucas’s resolution is a good one, and we trust
will be generally followed. Why should Protestants
thrust their version of the Bible, for which we have
no more respeet than for a deal board, or a batt-brick,
upon us?

UNITED STATES.

We read in the N. Y. Freeman’s Journalof the arri-
val in New York, of His Excellency, Mgr. Bedini, the
Papual Nuncio on the 10th inst. The new Catholic
church at New Haven, was dedicated to the worship
of Aimighty God, by His Excellency on Sunday, the
9th inst.

Deara oF tue Rev. Mr. M¢Donovui.—The Rev.
James M:Donongh, the venerable pastor of St. Jumes
Chureb, Brooklyn, departed this life in his sixty-first
year, at midnight of Wednesday last, after & severe
illness of but a few days?® duration, Mr. M¢<Donongh
was a native of Fermanagh county, Ireland, and was
for many yeais a priest in the Diocese of Clogher.,
Since coming to this country he was unceasingly eu-

gaged on the mission in different parls of the Diocese
of New York.

The North China Herald prints a paragraph, pur-
porting to be news of the American expedition 1o Ja-
pan, now cruising in the neighborhood of the Loo-
Choo Islands—« [nformation has privately reached
us, that, while the United States fleet were in the
neighborhoad of Napican, the Susquehanna and Sara-
toga went on a cruise Eastwarnd, and touched at se-
veral beantifol islands, where they distributed live
stock. They also touched at an island named Benian,
To their surprise, they discovered a few European resi-
dents, consisting of English, Scotch, Irish, and Span-
ish, who had left whalers and established themselves
there. Among them were about eleven women.- The
Governor of this jsland is a Scotchman. He claims
the island as his own, and has been settled there about
twenty years. 'The Commodore has made a purchase
of a piece of Jand, containing about ten acres, for fifty
dollars ; it is in 2’ good sitvation, on one of the best
sites, of the harbor, and is intended for 1 Government
coal-depot.” The authentieity of this story is doubt-
ful. Strict secrecy has been enjoined on all the offi-
cers.and crews of Commodore Perry’s fleet; and infor-
mation from other sources is not to be depended on.

Precocitv.—The Tyler, Texas, Telegraph, of the
10th, says:—A goud deal has been said of “late about
the precacity of American youth, but all that we have
seen of them is completely outstripped by a Mexican

boy of San Antonio. . He attempted to give in his vote
at the late election, but from his youthful appearance

-

*his vote was challenged, and it was proven onoath
hat he was but thirteen years of age. The Ledper
says that he has a wife and a child one year oll, and
for the sake of gratifying curiosity, the editor of thag
paper was led to consult a physician on the subject,

Land was assured that this ¢ boy” could not have been

exceeding eleven years at the time of his marriage.

The Charleston Catholic Miscellany makes the fol-
lowing admirable remarks in its last number :—

Miseremint mei, saltem vos amici nei.~—Jox.

The Rev. Dr. Leahey, who is in the Wisconsin
Penitentiary, condemned to imprisonment for life, has
petitioned, throngh eounsel,for a new trial, but his pe-
lition has been refused. 1t is scarcely necessary that
we should remind our readers that the Rev. Dr. Lea-
hey is a Protestant minister, a preacher of the Gospel
who came to this city some 18 or 19 months ago alm:
ed with recommendations and testimonials frobm,a.bout
200 of his fellow-ministers of every Protestant de-~
nomination in the Northern and Middle States, in or-
der to preach a crusade against Popery. His i reli-
glous service” (we are using the very expression of
his clerical friends and patrons) wus to consist of an
obseene lecture, of such i nature that neither children
uor females could be allowed to enter.  We have not
forgntten these things ; nor arc the citizens of Char-
leston, Catholic or Protestant, likely soon to forget
them. But some of our edilors, especially of %he
religious press, seem to have forgoiten all that is
past. They yet talk of Leahey as ¢ Monk Leahey »
“ the ex-Priest,” the «ex-Mork,” &e. He is nox’le
of these. His friends in this city, whether lay orcleri-
cal, allected to patrovise him, because he was a Pro-~
testant preacher. The Baptist, Methodist, and Preg-
byterian press, and even one of our secular papers
contended that he had a right to vomit his filthy scn:
timents in public, becanse he was g l’loteslnrzt mi-
nister.”  He was actually admiited to preach in tha
Presbyterian and Methodist pulpits of Charleston, as
a cler_lcnl gentleman (God save the mark h Luf 0,0(1111
standing and well recomumended.  FHas hie since ?heu
forfeited his ordination, or been deprived of his cleri-
cal title ? Has he been debased from the ministry, or
excommunicated ? Ifs0, please let us be informed
when and whereit happened. [Iis subsequent crimes
(prophesied more or less by Cathiolics, be it remem-
bered,) canuot rob him of his Piotestant ministry and
doctorship. It might as well be pretended 1lmtl!hc
Torreys, Averys, Doyles aud others of the ’Presb jte-
rian and Methadist “clergy, who are now brenkyin"
stones in some of our Penitentiaries for kidnap inﬁ
negroes and other erimes, have lost thereby their cll)eri::
%::lvif;zé:j, and are no longer eatitled to the prefix of

Tnstead of getting up petitions and urging o
clemency on behalf of their unfortunate brot
Parsons strive to disown hiin and shake him
tae day of his prosperity they crowded
shared with him their pnlpit "and their parlor, the
gave hx_m fiiendly ¢ advice,” and relished e:rceedy—
ingly his filthy, vulgar conversation, But now that
he has committed a erime—nane of your fashionable
pardonable erimes—but one that hinuls him over u:~
secular justice, they quit his company, they will not
lift a finger in his behalf—they even pretend not 1o
know him ; they talk of him as a monk oy 3 priest, or
something of that snit.  Shame on such base in r"ui:
tude! We know that the apostate reaps n]wnf's‘ as
the fru_ll of his sin not only remorse, but innomin.'
But this does not lessen the meanness of hisercveregui
brethren, in abanduning him, like an ontcast, to his
prc§enl.fnle. I:Ie was, we know, a worthless ’neltle
which in weeding our garden, we, naturally lhre\\:
over the Protestant side of the fence. The Parsons
reverently took up the nettle, handled jt wilh‘uﬂec—
tion, and for a long time earvied it abont everywhere
as if it were n.lovely and marvellous exotic, that must
necessarily elicit the admiration und syn’malhics of
their congregations. Now, serpent-like, it has stung
the friends that cherished it and the ruvercnl! rl'en!?-
tlemen, who bore it about iy triumph, on examinin
their hands, find them not only soiled, but ninfullg
galled and blistered. Hence they have drt?pped i'y'
disowned it, abused it, and now they try to make mt;';
forget that they ever loved i1, and field it dear. But
we shall take good care that it be not forgotten ;
and from time to time we shall remind onr re ,

¢ adere
Protestant and Catholie, of the Rev. Dr. Leahey Pro-
testant minister in good standing, who was welc’omed
here in Charleston by his brother-ministers becanse
he came with insult and outrage, with rib:l’ldry and
obscenity, and, if necessary, with riot and bloodshed
to bear witness agrinst Popery ; and who now lies

unl.ler. seitence of the law for the cold-blooded murder
of a rival paramour!
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her, the
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round him,

A Row AMoNGsT TuR MisstonNanigs.—
years the Sandwich Islands have bee
of these gentry, who have not neglected to make a eond
nse of their opportunities—« privileges® the Siblilllﬂ
call them—1o enrich themselves at the expeuse of
their miserable converts. Whilst the families and
wealth of these Missionaries have been increasing, the
population of the Islands has still more mpidlj dimin-
ished. At last however, a epirit has been evoked
which promises to drive the hypoeritical scoundiele
who have worked such havoe amongst the fairest re-’
gions of the P_ﬂciﬁc, from the place \t;'hich lhey'Ahave
so long accupied, to their own agarandisement but
the ruin of the natives. °° ’

By the last advices from the Sandwich Islands we
learn that large meetings of the peaple had been held
and petitions adopted and numerously sianed prnyiné
the King to banish from his Councils the Reverend
gentlemer who to their functions as ministers of a

For many
n at tho merey

h_eaven]'y:, add those of ministers of an eaithly sover-
eign. The following are amangst the ¢ Resolutions?®

passed at these meelings :—

Reso]yed, ‘That the Ministers of Finanee and Public
[ust:uction, members of his Majesty’s present cabinet
are not §o fortunate as to have either the confidence
or esteem of this meeting, nor. as we believe, of any
considerable portion of his Majesty’s native s’ubjec!e
or of foreign resident citizens throughout his kinadom
and that their retention 1 office is in direct op osition
1o the wishes and intcrests of a very large mu]&rity of
the natives and citizens of the Sandwich fslands.

Resolved, That these same Ministers, having the
cammand of the principal channels of inﬂuence,bviz.,
Treasure, education, and the almost absolute control of
government patronage, have most wilfully neglected
their duty in not using the means within their control -
to protect the people from the pestilence which is now
depopulating the islands. That, instead of devoliné
themselves to the public good, they have ever sought
their own aggrandisement, regardlessalike of the high

duties devoiving upon them, or of the evils nocessasi
‘ _ 4 , evils necessari-
ly following their malfeasance in office.



