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¥ trived to pack the. Parlinment, so os to
They Qoﬁle ‘success pof their mensure, O'Conncll,
: tatue now looks down on us, made his first
} ~plic speech against it. in this hall whero we are
i pssgmblcd. Grattan, who had quitted Parlinment a
’f;'w years previously, now returned to .the scene of
g-'"e'g foble labors ; and if truth, genius, and eloquence
: could have saved the Constitution, Gratten would
! jave saved it The Union was accomplished, al-
| though 707,000 persons petitioned against it, while
" only 5,000 could, by all the influence of Govern-
 pent, be induced to petition in its favor, Irishmen
; mgn.rh it as a crime clothed with the garb of law.
‘ff it were designed by Pitt to -make Ircland Late
. Eoglead, it is not possible that he could have de-
- yised aoy measure better

fitted to accomplish
" that end (applansc).

¥ whose §

I now proceced fo consider
" the results which it has produced in this kingdom,
Those Tesults were pure, unmitigated evil.  Any
pencit of whatsoever sor ﬂl.ll.t Irglaud has obtm_nud
since 1860 has been gained in spite of the Union,
ot because of it. When My, Spring Rica was ap-
pointcd by the Government to defend the Union
-,gninst O'Connell in 1834, he \\'orked.hard to show
'bhe vast advantages that Trelund derived from the
{mion. At that very time it was shown Dby official
eturns that 2,385,000 human pellxgs‘, or more than
one-fourth of the then population of Ireland, were
destitute paupers for thirty wecks in every year
They were Paupeys, precisely because the Union
bad denuded the country of its wealth, had almost
destroyed o manufactures, and thrown the people
wholly for support upon the soil, had drawn off the
rich aristocracy to England, and ]md, by abstracting
the private incomes and public _revenue of _tlus
kingdom, to the annual amount of many zm]lgons,
reduced vast masses of the people to a state of ub-
et wretchedness.  After thirty-four years' union
with the wenlthiest country in the world, we were
stripped s0 baie that more than every fourth mq!-
vidunl among us was a pauper for thirty weeks in
gvery year (hear, henr.)  What a contrast Letween
<uch o condition and the wreat national prosperity
which, as Mr. Sceretary Cooke salil, was universally
admitted to exist under the Constitution of 1782
(loud cheers) In aliusion to the “fiscal injustice”
which Ireland sustained by the Union, the speaker
observed—One ot Lord Castlereagh's engagements
was that Ireland was to be taxed on o strict mea-
qure of relative ability, und moking that admission
without the slighitest iden of removing the injustice.
The people are driven into exile by the execrable
system that plunders their country of the means of
supporting them at home (hear) In the Just ten
vears Ireland has lost ncarly 400,000 inhabitants,
und the exodus is going eon, and will o on

so long as the Union cnables English rapacity
to despoil the country (hear, hear) Is  TIre-
jand  doomed to submit for ever to this

wondage? (eries of No) My lord, I do not believe
she is so doomed, for I see that men herctofore os-
tranged from each other are banding together for
the Liberation of their country (cheers) It is strange
that T should have some Catholie apprehensions to
allay, whilst my reverend friend here has some Pro-
testant doubts to remove (hear, hear) Mr. John-
sten, of Ballykilbeg, nscribes our sacivty to the
nchinations of the Jesuits. A priest has attacked
usin a very long letter, the drift of which seems in
the whole to be, that our Association is somchow or
otlier opposed to the Catholic Church. My tord, it
i3 not opposed to any church (hear,) and T beg to
say that while, In my opinion, it has very strang
claims on the support of every Irishman, its cluims
on the support of the Catholic priesthoud and peo-
ple arc cxceptionally strong (hear, hear). My rea-
son is this—the Union operates, as we have sven, to
flepopukite the country, and Home Governinent is
the only thing that can check the progress of de-
population. Now, the exodus tells against the Ca-
tholics in a far larger proportion than it does against
the Protestants. We have lost since 1846 more
than three millions of all creeds.  But what T want
to point out now is this—by the recent census it ix
shown that in the last ten years the Irish popula-
tion s diminished by very nearly 400,000 souls—
In 1861 the Catholics were to the Episcopal Protest-
ants as seven to one.  Dut, mark! while the com-
parative numbers were then seven to one, the de-
crcase of Catholies has been to that of the Protest-
ants during the subscquent ten years, as thirty-six
to one. Here are the figures of the census :—
DECREASE.

Catholics. ... .. 363,332
Episcopal Profestant<....... 10,062
Again, in 1861, Treland contained nearly cight Ca-
tholics for one Protestant of the non-Lstablished
Churches. But in the subsegquent decade the Ca-
tholics liave lost within a fraction of sixteen mem-
hars for every one the Dissenters have lost, I give

you the figures :—

DECRKASE.

Cathwolics oooveeees ... 303,332
Dissenting Protestants........ 22,016

In conclusion, Mr. Daunt said—=Shall a nation gift-
vd with the mental and physical elements of grent-
ness and prosperity, consent to remain for ever .the
dlegraded, plundercd, trampled, dcpo_pu.lntu], tribu-
tury province of another ? No!a million times no!
(vehement checring). Montesquien says teuly that
no nation ever rose to durble greatness but by in-
stitutions in havmony with its nationnl spirit. Our
national spirit is in strony revolt against forcign
legislation. How was it imposed on us, and how
perpetuated ? By our own division. Our divisions
artfully fomented, lent streugth to Pitt to crush our
frecdom. Our union will cnable us to recover it.
Here we ave, Cntholic, Presbyterian, Protestant—a
true Irish shamrock—the three lcaves of our na-
tional emblem, conscientiously differing in cx.'ch,
but growing together on the spme footstalk—fidel-
ity to the constitutional rights of our country (en-
thusiastic and long-continued cheering).

At the conclusion of O'Neill Daunt’s spcech, Mr.
John Martin, M.P., addressed the assembly in an
able speech and was followed as ably by Profossor
Galbraith, F.T.C.D. The Corporation thenadjourncd
until Thursday, 26th ult, wlhen in a selemn manner
the Municipal Gouncil of Dublin, the highest legis-
Intive body in Ireland, pledged itsclf to sustain by
earnest and legitimate action the movement for a
constitutionnl adjustment of the Irish question on
the basis of o federnl arrangement Letween Great
Britain and Ireland.

IRISE INTELLIGENCE.

JUESEY

The Community of the I'resentation Comnvent,
Woxford, acknowledge with sincere thanks, the
recept of £1 from the Very Rev. Canon Lacy, rr,
V.F,, Gorey, for the benefit of the poor children nt-
tending their Schools.

The Home Government Association lave issued
an address in support of Mr. Medden's candidature
for the county of Menaghan. It is signed by Mr.
A, M. Sullivan, of the Nufioi nowWspaper ; the Rev.
T. A. Gallraith, F.T.C.D.; an alderman of the city
of Dublin, of Nationalist opinions ; and Mr. John
Martin, They call an the electors to make this
election as conspicuous as was the Clare clection qf
1828—as 0, pronouncement for Home Rule.—Catholic
Times. ‘ :

Catrie Pisiise.—The lung distempor has broken
out in the neighbourhood of Kilmacon and . Moon-
coin, county Kilkenny, One farmer:lost: three fine

in the district has suffercd loss.

Mr, Justico O'Brien cougrinlated the Grand Jury

cows, valued at.£15 each ; and nearly overy farmer-
- | few years

-and i one of them the person accused was acquitted
upon evidence which showed that the offence
charged—incendiarism—had net been committed.—
Catholic Times.

They were prescient men in the days of Fdward
III. Even at that early period they saw how
anxiotis “ Mun ot Law” would be to use the repre-
sentation of counties as n stepping stone to  pre-
ferment. Herce, they forbade that a man of law,
following his business in the King's Courts, should
be returncd or accepted as a Knight of the Shire.
Strange to say, this old statute is still in force,
although obselete in practice, and frequently violated.
Colonel Tomline, however, may have done goud
service by disinterring it; for if there are certain
men of law secking the suftrages of county con-
stituencies, the provisions of the ordinance may be
enforced agninst them on petition, Lrought in op-
position to their return within the legitimate time.
Irish Times.

Mr, Thomas Devlin has been called upon by a
number of intluential electors in Meath to stand for
the vacaut oftice of Coroner in that county, As
their reasons for making an cttort to elect him  they
state that he is under “ notice to quit” his holding
in Newrath on the 1st of next Nevember; that his
father, during the last fifty ycurs, never ceased
making suitable and permanent improvements on
said holding ; that he was encouraged to do so by as-
surances from his landloreds that neither he, during
his life, nor his funily, after his death, would be
disturbed ; that Thomas, during the protracted illness
of his futher, and since his father’s death, continued
to improve said lands ; that Thomas, by his upright
and honourable conduct through life, has won the
respect and esteem of all who know him ; that they
have no doubt of his fitness to discharge the dutics
of Corencr with credit to himself and to the entire
satistaction of the public ; and that, under these
circumstances, they feel it to be their duty and their
interest to manifest their sympathy for him and
their devotion to the cause of Tenant-right by an
carnest endeavour on their part to place his name
at the head of the poll at the appronching clection
for the Coronership.—Werford People.

At the usual quarterly mecting of the county
Wexford Independent Ciub, held at Fitzpatriclds
Hotel, Eaniscorthy, ' B. Rossiter, lsq., in the
chair, the attendance of priests and influential
lnymen was huge. A long conversation took place
on the reeent evictions at Mullagh and in other
places, and on the merits of the Lannl Act generally.
Some cases of hardship in the county of Wexford
were referred to, and it was stated that in onc locality
notices to quit had been served on some tenants
because they declined to commit themselves to
promise to pay an impossible vent. The following
resolutions were passed unanimously :—Proposed
by Mr. P. k. Rowwy, and seconded by Mr. J. A
Ennis—* That we oncemore declare Mr. Gladstone's
Land Bill not to be a satisfuctory settlement of the
Trish land question, wnd we see with sorrow  that
vven to-day the notices to quit in varlous parts of
Ircland are falling like snowtlukes on industrious
improving tenants, whose rents ave paid up ; and
since, us My, Gladstone himself admits, eviction is
the parent of agrarizn crime, we, in the interests
of our own ceuniry, must mise onr voice against
any attempt made Ly a landlord who, himgelf a
member of Parhiament, has served noetices to quit
on his tenants in the north of this county. becuuse
they arc unwilling to pay an wldition of 40 per
cent. to their present rent? Proposed by Dr. W,
Keating ; scconded by Mr. Jumes Doewnes —

# That we express our strong condemnation of
the system by which landlords compel their tenantry
to purchase new leases by the payment of exorbitant
tines, and also that by which they send valuators
on their properly to Inerease their rent rolls, with-
out allowing the tenant to De vepresented by a
valuntor, wo consider such o system arbitrary on
the part of the landlord and unjust towards the
tenant, and altogether contrary to the spirit and in-
tention or the Land Act—Dublin Freeman.

Mrs. Jolmston and her family lnve undertaken to
supply the deficiency which reeent secessions have
effccted for Mr. Johnston. The Indy and her child-
ren lett Belfust on Wednesday at the head of @ huge
procession en route for the town of Comber, Thuy
sat in a carringe which was bedizened with orange
paraphernalia, lilics it the horses’ heads, drums and
fifes in full party cry, and n couple of miles” length
of men marching in open defiance of the law,
These are the gentlemen who Tove [reland with a
love unspeakable, and whose affection for their
Catlolic countrymen is the boast of all thelr orators.
Our correspondent telegraphs that this mob has
held Belfust since dawn, that business is suspended,
and that never was their o grosser violation of that
trumpery law which suceessive Governments have
never ventured to vindicate.  We may well demnnd
what ias Lecome of the dwlting and marching and
whirling and carcering of pelive and military from
every station in the country ? Doubtless they are
actively engaged in doing nothing ; doubtless they
are passively engaged in lending eclat to the pro-
cession. The annual pusillaninity of the Exceutive
in this business has well-nigh exhnusted the for-
berrance and spent the patience of the majority of
the people of Ulster ; and it is to be Lioped that
when action is taken the overthrow of Government
will not signalise the expression of & people’s con-
tempt. In 18G5 when Sic Robert Peel was dashing
about London, and the Lond Licutenant was ambling
in the Ladies' Mile, the town of Belfast was held for
eleven days by a mob of armed Orangemen, who
shot down the populace with the impunity only
accorded to actual warfire. 'There was a great deal
of talk in the Commons ; and there was a lawyer's
commission ; and one set of police were substituted
for ancther ; and the celebrations were rcsm_ncd
next year with undiminished vigour. Ever since
then Belfast, and Londonderry, and Monaghan, m}d
Lisburn, and Portadown, and all the abodes of Dhis-
toric ruffianism, have been the scenes of July riot
and the disgrace of a whole province—Dublin Free-
man.

Mr. Maguire, M.P., Cork, has given notice of the
following metion in the Housc of Commons:—
« Phat, this house de resolve itself into o committec
to take into consideration the expedicncy of in-
stituting such a federal arrangement between the
diffevent portions of the United Kingdom as would
¢nable Ircland, through an Irish Parlismcnt, to

‘legislate upon all mattrs ofa purely Irish naburc,

while reserving to the Imperial Parliament complete
control over all legislation of an Imperial charac-
ter.”

At the anpual disteibution of prizes at the Dublin
Catholic University School on Tuesday last, there
was o distinguished attendance, including Cnrdinal
Cullen end the Lord Mayor. An nddress to his
Eminence was presented from the pupils.  The pre-
miums having been distributed, His Eminenee the
Cardinal Archbishop rose amidst loud applause. He
said that it afforded him great pleasure to preside
over the distribution of prizes of the Catholic Uni-
versity Schoel, and he heartily cangratulated thc
pupils on_their success,and on_the care and dili-
gence with which they had applicd themselves to
their studies threughout the past year. _He had
been delighted to hear from their superiors and
others the very best account of them, and to be told
of their ardour, perseverance in learning, and, above
all, their attention to religious instruction, and the
practice of their Christian duties.: The Ca
Dublin ought to be thankful to the Almighty for the
advantage of having such & school among them; o
ago there was. hardly & good Catholic

school in the land, but now there were many in

he Cathelics of : ]
a ; T'streets, -Photographs of ‘the most yevelting kind |

tion was becoming more and more indispensalic
every duy; o liberal educntion was necessury to en-
able men to run in the race of life witl any fair
chanee of suceess ; and they who neglected to ne-
quire it, when an opportunity was afforded them,
were wilfully putting themselves in the impossi-
bility of coping, with any hope of success, with
their more unccomplished opponents, A lappy
change had come over the country of late; liberal
careers wero now open to Cathelies of all classes,
and it was their duty to fit themselves for the
stations they were called to hold, He con-
gratulated the pupils, therefore, on their suceess
in every department of learning, but above
all, on their excellent religious traiming. The
history of the last year shewed most cloquently
the absolute necessity of veligion for society, Al
had read the tervitic events which had happened in
Paris.  What was their canse 7 Irreligion, un-
belief, religious indifferenee. And what had hap-
pened in Prance might befall every other nation
which departed from the principles of religion.
Thauks to Heaven, Ireland had been so far spared
such calumities ; we were comparatively free from
infidelity, and it depended on Catholics to be'so for
ever, provided they were faithful to send their
children to good Catholie schools.  He said, more-
over, that this schieo]l was the gate to the Catholie
University, in which they might be tmined up to
every wrade of knowledge requirved for the discharge
of their duties as citizens aud Christians. Hitherto
Catholic education had enjeved no assistunce from
the State, but he trosted the tine was now come, or
not far distant, when they would have a Catholie
University of their own (loud applause), in which
they could acrjuire science without danger te their
faith. Ina few days a great deputation was (o wais
on the Prime Minister to urge upon the Government
thie necessity of giving the Catholics of Ircland a
Catholic University (applansce.) It would be headed
by the Chief Magistrate of the city (Jouwd cheers)
and many otlier intfluential gentlemen, und he hoped
that other mayors throughout the corntry would
follow so good an example,  Oatholics had now to
make o stand against the pretentions of Trinity
College, that stronghold of Protestantisin, It was
trving to entrap thom, but e trusted they wonld
not fall into the snare. What!  Their torefathers
suffered every species of woe for the sake of their
faith, and would they, for a paltry temporal advan-
tage, endanger the everlasting welfare of their sous ?
Gupplanse.)  He once more congratulated the pupils
on their snecess, and concluded by expressing the
hope that they would, ere long, De able to finish
their studies in a Catholic University well endowed
by the State and holding the high rank to which it
was entitled in this oldl Catholic land (Jund and
prolonged clwering).—Catholic - Tines.

aron  Fitzgemld opened the Commsssion for
Westmeath on Thursday at Mallingar,  This county
having recently been made to ocenpy a Jarge share
of Parliminentary attention, and its alleged criminal-
ity iaving been made the pretext for the enactment
of 1hie severest Cocreion Bill ever presented o Ire-
Tand by the English Pacliunent, much interest was
natueally 8t at the next © jail delivery™ for the
shire. That cvent Las arrived, and if the state of
the ealendar, the address of the learned judge to the
grand jury, and the returns of the Constabnlary, con-
stitute & faiv eritevion by which the erime of o
county may he estimated. Westimeath at this moe-
ment holds, in this respeet, an enviable position.
The calendar exhilits sie cases for teinl—while the
pelice reperts state that but thirly-for offences
were committed, the perpetrators of which lave not
Deen made amendalle in the county since the last
assizes. These  thivly-four  constitute -yery little
more than one-hal{ of the number of erimes veturnied
at the lust ussizes as having been perpetrated in the
interval between it and the preceding ¢ delivery”
The principal indictment for trial at the present
assizes is one wherein the prisoner is charged with
having sent a threatening letter,  Of murder—of
grievious assault—of fring at with inkent—or of
any of the other ordinary crimes, we might call
them, incident to o large population, we have a
most grntifying Mank. When we remember that
the inhabitants of Westmeath nwnber something
over 78,000 we think that one olfender in every
13,000 of its people speaks well for thele orderly
and  peaceuble  chavcter.  Even the undetected
thirty-four wrongdoers give ns hut oese offender,
supposing each crime represented one perpetrator,
to every 2,500 inhabitunts, Why such oo county
should be the subject of special vepressive legislation
it is difticult to nnderstand—/Fremen.

GLREAT DRITAIN.

hic latest accession to the runks of Orangeism
of which we are cognisant is a trne born sen of
Africa—a  genuine nigger.  Un Wednesday  last
this # true blue” appeared in Shiel Park, Liverpool,
as gaudily bedizened with the July colours as any
Orungeman of them all.  Than @ hrother” Sambo
' none wore his lily more gracefully, or flaunted  his
colours with an air of grester bravado,  He jained
the processivn in that neighhourhood, and stratted
proud as might “Grand Chaplain”  Flanagan, or
sGrand Master®  Enniskillen  themselves.  Un-
fortunately for his dignity “ brother” Samnba, during
the day, indulged in rather deep potations—ioasting,
no doubt, the ¢ glorious memory,” and strayed from
his party, unconsciows the while that in cursing
the Pope he might be in close proximity to those
who might take exception to his rather strong ex-
pressions on that head.  Alas for Sambo ! this was
the thing which exactly happened.  After shouting
to i—1 with the Pope rather londer than usual, he
was pounced upon by a few wemen and pnmmelled
not black, that being his naturalT colour—but Line
and cvery other colour in the rminbow., His lilies
were given to the winds, and his scarves, upon
which he had evidently set great value, torn to
ribbons, The result was in the end o free fight |
and the last we believe scen of * brother” Sambo
was a race for dear life from the grip of & policeman
wlo was hotly pursuing him. The propagandism
of the Omnge society is bearing fruit. We con-
gratulate Brother Johnson, of Ballykillheg, and the
other notorictics for this latest accession to their
ranks.—Catholic Times. '

A CoxsEnvaTive NEWSPAPER ON THE STATE OF
Lloxe—An article on the State of Rome in the
Manchester Courier, the lendine Conservative journal
of Lancashire, which is very much to its credit. runs
as follows,;— The rule of the clergy has been ex~
charged for the rule of men who openly beast their
atheism and who do everything in their power to
monifest their contempt for roligion. At the pre-
sent moment the Italian army is the supreme powcer
in the Eternal City and what that army is likely
to be may be guessed from the fact that a recunt
decroe has nbolished nrmy chaplaing, and prohibited
the celelwntion of divine service amongst the
soldiers. It is not merely the presence of this large
body of imeligious and immoral men in Rome
which is to be deplored, but also the general decn-
dence of morals under the civil governments of
Italy. Outwardly the Romans are at least decent,
but now decency is openly and flagmntly
outraged. The liberty of thc Press has been
proclaimed, but it is well known that liberty
docs not extend to political matters, In them
there iz a5 much restraint as under the censership
of the Pope's Government, but to male up for it the
| utmost laxity of morals is permitted. The infamous
#comic” papers of Italy arc openly. sold ‘in ‘the

are offered for sale in the cafes by girls of tender
years, the book-shops are crowded with works of
disgusting immorality, and worst of all, tho liconse

iv

Jurbivdden to sy anything fuvourable to the Pope or his

this state of things is attested Dy purtios of every
shade of political view, and it will prolalily be held
by most people to be something of a check on ex- |
uberant manifestations of joy over the present con- |
dition eof the Papacy,”

Too much stress cannot be Iaid on the importance
of Catholics refusing to Delieve all & news” from
Rome, all telegrams concerning the Holy Father and
the acts of the Italinn Government, until voutinned
from genuine Catholic sources, Bigotry and Sub-
sidy are, bebween them, using the telegraph wives,and
the correspondence columns of the daily press, to
aid the cuuse of the father of lics ; the cnuse of the
revolution against the Viear of Christ. A few cases
in point, for which we are indebted to the latest
number of the Ruman News Letter, will prove we nre
not exaggerating one whit, Our contemporary ways :
—Some half-dozen years buack, the ltalian {wemier
af the tinte was furced to own in his place in the
House that an fncredible amount of what is called
seered service money in the budget, went to salary
orpay forarticles in some of the most impurt:m't
newspapers in Ewrope. Somve five years back, the
Holy I'ather pald a high compliment to the Bnglish
nation by laying the foundation-stone of the new
chmrch attached to the English college,  The cor-
respondent of 2 very important English paper nsked
lenve to be present, and was put in a foremost place,
The scene was one that will never be forgotten by
those—ourselves amongst the rest—whe assisted ab
it.  When the ceremony was over, this gentleman—
we use the nawe under protest—expressed himseld
as deeply grateful for the courtesy which had allowed
him to lie present at a sceue he had it more than
anything he had ever witnessed, It was remuked,
“Then you will give a good account of it when you
write 27 And this was his answer—we vouch for
it on neidle hearsay—“ Aht that's quite another
matter ; it is more than my place is worth, [ wm

Governent.”—Catholie Upinion,

UNITED STATES.

ArraLuing Digaster ar New Yorg—IExeuosox or
A Sparey Isuasn Feiey-Boar Bower. — New York
city, which has lately supped so full of horrors, has
never been affficted with o tragedy so appatling as
that which burst upon it at 150 o'clock on Sunday,
S0th ult, when the boiler of the Staten Istand feryy-
boat © Westticld” exploded, while the vessel lay in
Lier slip, alongside of South Ferry, ol the Battery —
in an instant of {ime hundeeds of o beings
were Killed, or maimed, or scealded, The ferey-boai
Westlicld, belonging to the Staten Island Railroud
Company, was built in Brooklyn in 1862, amd was
then furnished with o low - pressure hotler, 24 feet in
lengthy 10 feet diameter, with 12 teet front, con-
structed in New York of return fine ivon of varying
thickness, and allowed to carry apressure of Lwenty-
five pounds to the sguaee inch. This boiler was in
the hoat contingously, and subjected to the ex-
amination from time to time requiced by the lnw of
the United States,  The hast inspeetion was made
on the 15th of June, by John K. Mithews, Inspector
of Boilers, and the certificide that this Doiler aud
been then subjected to o hyvdrostatic pressure of 34
poundds to the square inch, wnd certifying to the
trustworthiness of the eraft in every respect, was re-
gistered in the Custonm-house one the 15th of July,
and w copy of this certiticite firnished to the bout
hung in mockery to & portion of the thnbers of the
vessel left intact. but overhanging the awtul weeck.
The boat thus stamped with oflicial approval hiad o
crew considered to be fully equal to the duty of
managing her with safety to her homan freight and
profit to her owners.  Thus manned this vessel was
to make what was known as the extra trip. T'he re-
grular boats leave at canch houry but Sonday afterneon
it has been the custom of the Company to start o
hoat cacl half hour,  The Westfield wis selected
for this duty, and went over into her stip and was
made fast nbout 1:10 o'clock to receive passengers
und be in readiness to leave at the half hour.

HER DOUMED PASSENGERS.

As soan as slie was muade fast people hegan to go
on boud,  Duing an extra boat, however, nid the
fiet of her departare not being so widely known as
that of the regular hour boats, there was fortunately
not an extrivordinary rush of pussengers, 1t is im-
possible to sy precisely what number were on houud,
but it is certain there wos not the large mnnber niuned
rumot, The ticket-taker stated that he hal taken a
few over 200 tickets and Captain Vreeeland, who
was ot awire of this vt at (he thme e made the
statement, said that he thoughl there was about 250
persons on boiwd when the disaster occurred,  Al-
most every nationality and grade of society was re-
presented, but the poorer elusses, snatehing a brief
vespite from toil, and the Irish race, predomineted.
There were, however, in the crowd some Americans,
a few Germans, Frenel and Ttalians, and a few who
seenmed from their appeirance to be lifted by fortune
out of the ranks of libor,

A DEADLY SOUND IN TiH HOLD.

All being in readiness, and the hour for depur-
ture arrived, the assiseant piloty, James Mcliee, went
into the pilot-house furthest from the dock, md
Captitin Vreeland into the one nearest it.  The lat-
tor delayed giving the orders to cast off until he
could see the incowing boat appear in the bay
below.  That short deluy was of inestimable value.
Terrible as was the loss of life, awful as was the
impending calamity in every aspeet, it would luve
been much worse had the boat looscned from her
moorings nnd got out into the bay., While Captain
Vreelund was thus  waiting, and just about 17
o'clock, the engineer tried the water and found it
above the stopcock. The Government steam
guage on the hoat was fixed and Jocked at twinty-
geven pounds, and she was carrying that amount, as
she was blowing off steam. At this moment the
fireman Carreson heard & peculinr hissing sound, ns
if made by the cscape of stenmn from the torward
end of the beiler, He listened for @ moment; it
was un ominjous sound, full of peril. No such
noise could be heard from that portion of the beiler
consistent with safety, He started forward fo in-
vestigate the matter, and had taken but o few steps
when he encountered a dense velume of stenm, At
that instant something struck him in the face and
e Lecame insensible,

The boiler exploded with terrific power, the whole
end of the boat on which the people were gathered
was torn to tatters; fragments went upward and out-
ward. The shrick of agony that came simultancous-
1y from hundreds of lips, mingled with the deafen-
ing crash of timbers, and with that most appalling
of earthly sounds, the shriek of a horse in terrorand
poin, for onc of these animals attached to a carringe
in which were several persons, was enveloped jn the
deadly folds of steam and tumbled inte the crater
mnde by the explosion. Sceres of people were upon
the edge of the disnster only, and escaped with only
slight scalds and bruises by rushing forword and
jumping from the upper deck, on whick nearly all
the passengers were gathered, to the main deck.

THE CAUSE OF THE DISASTER. .

The engineer of the Westfield is Henry Robinson,
o colored man, who has been thirteen years in the

cmploy of the Ferry Company, and is stated by the
Bupcrintendent, Captain James W, Braisted, to be a
very competent and trustworthy person. He has
been the enginecr ot the Westfield for about nine
CArs, o
¥ He says that until within about three minutes of
the time of the .explosion—which he fixed ns 1:27
pm.—he was on the dock, and noticing that the
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firemen (Patrick Finnewan) standing in the door of
the engine room.  Robiuson states cmplmtfcul]y
that betore he went off the beat, about five minutes
before the explosion, he tried the gauge-cocks in the
boller, und found them all full, showing—if hig
slatemeut is true—that there was plenty uf':vut-er in
the boiler. - AN he passed the engine-room, on the
way off the Doit, he observed the sts_-:un-z:(ul"rc and
noticed that there were twenty-seven hpon\;uis of
steam, and the steam was blowing off from the
sifety-valve at the time.  The boiler was inspected
ou the 15th of June, when a pressure of thirty-five:
pounds hydraulic was applied.  The steunbent Tne
spector gave no certificate permitting twenty-seven
pounds of steam to be caried, and the safite-valve
wis weighed and locked at that point. ‘I'he en-
gincer slates that ne water was supplicd to the
boiler after the bont left Quarantine Landing, on
the way np: that he commenced fo feed the licy)iler
ot leaving the lower landing, and shut off the wuter
after leaving Quarantine, I'he renson assiened for
sa much st being in the boiler is that when
lving in the slip steom mukes very rapidly, The
engineer firther states thal the boiler wus repaired
and thoronghly overhauled last winter by Cobanks
and ‘Theall, who put in new “ leas” and patched it
on the bottom.  He being off the boat just before:
the explesion, ean give no positive information as
to the premonitory symptems, and can only give lis
opinion us to the catwe.  He thinks that the plate
which patched the boiler en the botlom hecame
loosened, and finally gave way.  The theory ix sup-
portrd by the statement of one of the firemen,

One of the two firemen on board the Westfield

named Robert Carrestn, was in the fireroomn at the
time: of the explosion. v says that (ifteen minutes
betere the accident he was on the head of the evline
der, wiping it oft; then he went into one of the
cabing for & drink of water, and thence into the fire-
rooni. While here he henrd n hissing noise pro-
ceeding from the rear of the boiler and went Lo seo
the canse.  He had gone lut abont half way the
lengeth of the boiler when he fonnd the steam so
dense that he conld proveed no Tartler, and turned
to come baek, when he was stradk in the faee by
a tlyiug splinter and knocked dowa, 16 maade his
wity to the deck as fast as possibhle.  This hissing
naise which Carvesan heard ninst have heen {he start-
ing of the plate, patehing the hoiler, and the fisst
premonition of the impending disaster.
A cursory examination of he hoiler as it vested in
the bottom of the bLuat, revealud the faet that the
explosionecenreed af the veanr, and that a0 pivee nbout
fuur feed fong il two feet wide was torn out of the
jacket and thrown a distanee ot about. one londred
feet o the dock at the barge oftice, Another, a
larger partion of the hoiler, was thrown divectly tor-
ward inte the bow of the boat.

EXAMINATION BY THER INSVECTOLL,

Inspector Jameson made & thorongh examination
ot the wreek, and, nfter Hstening 1o the sintenrnt of
the engineer, Robingon, made a0 peraonal examina-
tion of the picee of the hoiler which was inded on
the Custom-hionse Pier, and senl it to Pabice Head-
quarlers,  After looking cargiully at the remauins of
the boiler in the hold of the boat, he found one of
the old tteck hands of the Westifield, who stated that
the engine room had bheen withont an stlendant for
fifteen minutes prioy to the explosion, sl the In-
spector found other parties who corroborated Lhis
stutement,  Uhe Inspector is of the fnpression that
the picee of & Jacket” found on the dock came from
the top of the boiler, nud the foree with which it
wits torn frot is place must have Tween tervitie, for
it was completely doubled up. 1 the sintement is
correet that the hoiler was without an attendant for
ifteen minntes before the explosion, the cnnse of
the disnster is evident.  The innnense aceumulation
of steam having reached the full limit sllowed by
the Tnspectors, could not find cgress with sofficient
rapidity by means of the safely-valve, und thenfore
burst its iron contines anel dealt death and destries
tion all around, If the cengineer s false in his
statement Lo owr reporter—that he tricd the cocks.
wnd found plenty of water—it is wore (han prolable
that there was o deficiency  of woter in the boiler.
It is more than probable, in the esfinmfion of In-
spector Jumeson, that the accident was due to the
excessive accumnlation of steam during the absence
of the engineer. '

"The exact moyber of the infurald is nob yel ascer-
tained,  The Government ordered an inguiry as to
the e of the dizaster, aud on Poesdiy) e 1st
inst.,, it commmeneed its Inbors,

Wm. A, Lightfoot commissioned as i supervising
inspector to examine the engine; hoe discovered an
eighteen inch rent between the wpper and  lower
flues on the port side where it could nol e seen,
anel could sercely be touched,  T'his must have ex-
pluded some timne, otherwise the engine was as good
as ever, The rent did not go right through the
middle of the sheet, but was covered outside by
wood iron. Tt onght to have borne 30 pounds.
I'he attachments of the giuge were not as he would
Teve them.  The valve was oxydized in unwork-
manlike order, in a shocking state, nud would bear
6o pounds without blowing. The accident wag
caused by over pressure, and wis not . explosion
but o ruplwve.

After adjournment for half an honr Lightfoot
volunteered the explanation that what he said in
yelerence to the the valve applied to its condition
a8 he saw it yesterday.,  After exposure to the rain
and wind he could not tell but it might have been
in good order Lcfore the explosion,

The wark of drngging the fury slip and its
neighbourhogd was continued this worning, but no
more bodies had been recovered up te o late hour
this alternoon.

It would be premnture to offer an opinion before
the official investigation is concluded.  Fault thero
was gomewhere, and lives have been lost thereby.
‘Wi has been at fault iy the question for the inves-
tigutors.

Nrw Your, August 3rd—One by onc the in-
jured by the disaster are dying off. The fireman
died last night, and two other victims died this
morning. The officisl investigntion was continued
te-day. Henry Liobinson, engineer of the Westfield, -
sworn :—Am an enginceer for neetly fificen years ;
was engincer of the Westfield at the time of the
cxplosion ; came into the New York slip and
sty that there was 20 pounds of steam, and then
went out and the fireman shut off the water. I
then kaw the fircman coming out of the fire-room, :

saw the captain with his hand on the wheel ; then ™
returned towards the engine-room, and when within. .
10 or 15 feet, heard the cxplosion. I rushed
from the engine-room door and stopped and .
lifted the twmp, when the fireman came up
50 badly injured that he died immedigtely. Was
not absent Jour minutes after noticing 27 peunds on -
the gauge. Don't know whether the gauge was..
correct ortiot, The valve was sebat 27, so as to
‘give the stem a chance to blow off, and keep it at 25..
When the gauge showed 27 in the slip tho safety

little pinhole lenks in the engine,and there was &'
patch on the saddle, put on last fall, which was;
blown of at the explosion. (Witness -produced an

‘valve, he would, he said, get some one to figure it

up for ]

engineer. _
A man on tria! for murder, in.Alabama, went

time was about up, he went on boatd the baatyand

. . B

 locp i the oowth reom, o

v

engineers license, procured in 1869.) 'If the- gauge
was out of erder andho iwanted to measure ‘tho. s

him, Hecould ricither read nor writé, though'*
on four occasions he- passed examinations -as an.’’

to -

and nsked him if a)l was right, and he said yes. L.
then returned to the engine, and snw 27 pounds of .
steam, then walked slowly off towards the bow, and °

valve was just simmering, There werc sometimes



