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Rome with which the English Romanists eu- | Againgt the infinate variety of beliefs, from

deavour to mask the conapicucus and dismal
failare of their schismatioc Bnglish mission,
Some of them, it is true, are more candid. Thus
the Church Times quotes the following state—
ment made by 8 Roman Catholic clergyman in
a conference at Wigan : ‘Never (he said) since
Rlizabeth ascended the throne had the prospeots
of the Roman Catholic Church been darker in
England. In most parts of the country the
Church was losing numbers, not only relatively
but absolutely. Liverpool was the only diccese
inthe country which showed an increase of
Catholios, and even there not proportionately
to the increase of population, On the whole,
it reems that the ‘rush’ story need not greatly
alarm the Chorch of England. How it strikes
the mapagers of the iniruding Roman schism,
they need not take the trouble to enguire.~—
The Churchman, N. X,

THE ATHANASIAN SYMBOL.

A pymbol of such venerablc antiquily, so
universally acoopted and nsed, containing &0
clear  statemont of {he vital doctrines of the
Faith as the Quicunque vult, requiros no further
commendation, A declaration of belief, com.
poeed in the early days of the Chureh, ig, ag
Hooker * observes, needful slways, It shonld be
kept withou! gloss or parsphrase for the sake
~ of suthority, During the agitslion against the
Athanasisn Creed in Xngland, twenty years
ago, both Dr. Pusoy and Canon Liddon declared
that, if the Crecd wero touched, they should
resign thoir proferments, and should be com-
pelled 1o reconsider their position in the Church
of Hogland, Their feeling was shared by
Bishop Christopher Wordsworth and Dean

Goulburn, Dear Stanley, wko was one of the
opponents to the liturgic use of the Creed, was
obliged nevertheless to acknowlcdge it to be
A triumph pean of the orthodox faith;” and
Canon Kirgsley appearad, 1owards the end of
hia life, a8 u champion of the Athanarian Creed,
msintuiing that it ought notto be read ina
Parilan rense T In an earlier age Luther had
spoken of it a8 the most important and glorious
composition sinco the days of the Apostles. §

The practical importance of the Athanasian
Creed in modern Christendom cannot be over-
estimuted, It i8 a olear enunciation of the
fundamenial dootrines of the Catholic Faith,
To ihe clorgy its distinet and acourate expres-
gions should serve as tormulas for the ocorreci
statoment of tho highest truths. To the laity
also familisrity with the Athanasian Creed
would bo a direot advantage, Among the
Italian laity, who scldom or mever hear the
Quicungue, the want of a sound olomentary reli-
gious knowledge i8 motorious. Many Roman
priests regrot the loss which lay peoplo thus
suffer, snd thero have beon some proposals to
insert it inlo the Office of Benediotion, Many
English Nonconformists have testified to the
belp, in laying hoild to the dootrine of the
Trinity, found in the Athanesian Creed, On
its value in the insiruction of neophytes,
Missionary Bishops have insisted. Bishop
Clanghton found it nseful smong the natives of
Cey lon, Bithop MoDougall among his Chinese
converts in Borneo, and the (late) Bishop of
Liohficld among the Macrics of Now Zosaland,
The late Bishop Cotton, too, having gone to
India with some prejudices against the use of
the Athanasian Creed, found it so valuable ss
an sntidote against the various forms of
Oriental theosophy, that he becamo one of the
most earnest advooates for its use in congrega-
tional worship.}

Tho heresies which the Creed was designed
to meet more than a thousand years 8go, are
oropping out afresh, Call them by what name
you will, Arianism, Sabellisnism and Apollina-
risnism have been revived in modern times,

high Ariapism to agnosticism, which Unitariana
admit find a shelter under their denomination,
againat the forms of Polytheism and panthe-
ism, with which the atmosphere is oharged, the
Athanasian Creeed is & well- tempered weapon,
not, a8 & Boston pewspaper oalled - it, behind
the times, but ready for instant and perpetual
nge.—Exchange.

* Works, ed. Keble. vol. ii. p. 182. f The
Guardian, Sept. 3, 18980, p, 1377, § Werke, ed.
Walch, vi. 2316. 1 The Damnatory OClauses
of the Athanasian Creed, by Malocon MacColl,
M.A.. p. 26.

PUTTING ON RELIGION.

Unce upon & time a village blacksmith was

{ giving his reasons for not * joining the Church,’

a8 it is termed, He snid that if he connected
himeelf with any one of the existing organiza
tions in town, he wou'd lose the custom of the
members of all the rest. In another case, &girl
of thirteen was moving about among the dif-
ferent Sunday-schools, and said she was finding
out which *treated her the best’ While in-
stanoee like those illustrate the singular beau-
ties of seotarianism, they suggest some rerious

thought as to the motives governing people in
making a profession of religion and ooming
into the Church, Itis true we may not judge
motives, bat it frequently appears on the sur-
face what inflaence is predominant in shaping
aotion. And, sadly enough, too often it hap—
pens that it is not that influence whioh should
underlie 8ll others aad stand first, namely, the
doing God's will and honoring His name, That
which lies at the root of the troubls is the mis.
taken impression that the Church is an institu-
tion. either to bo patronized by us, or omt of
which we can get the most things that will
mak> life and the world sgreeable, While the
trath is, we owe to God our service, our love,
the firat and bost fruits of bcdy and soul; and
the place to render this service is in His Church,
ag & soldier of Christ, & worker in His vineyard.,
But with this mistaken idea, either from ignor-
anoe or self-sceking, men put on the Christian
olouk becanse it helps their business, becanse it
gives them a standing in sooiety, or bzoanse it
18 the proper thing with ‘our set’ And we
might go on with a rather dreary oatalogue of
the wrong reasons why people take to religion,
whioh, while it illustrates the frailty of haman
natore sud the ease with whioch msn are de-
ceived and deceive themselves, yet also sets
forth the fact that all sorts and oconditions of
men, both the shrewd and the stupid, regard
the Chureh and religion a8 instruments both of
gooduess aud of power.—Church News, St. Louis.

TRUE DISCIPLESHIP,

A long a8 Christian discipleship is considered
merely a putting on religion, and that too often
for furthering worldly interests, so long will
the vast amount of dead-wood remain in the
Church, This ontside religion is just & snit of
olothes or a lady's dress, that scon wears out or
is changed for the later fashion. And, nata-
rally, when persons make a profession oi faith,
and come into the Church under this superfisial
motive, and discover that in order to get the
gennine bonefits and blessinge of religion it re.
quires work and selfsacrifice on their part,

then they fall into that uselees crowd within
the Church that are a weight on its progress.
Thers are 80 many bad fish in the net that the
good ones are almost smothered ; and there sre
more camp followers in the army than fighting
men, While this condition of things may be a
just cange of grief and regret, yet it is not a

preociely this truth, that His kingdom hers 1
earth would be burdened and hindered in this
manner. This parable of the net, that of the
tares and the laborers in the vineyard, all
olearly empnasize the fact that the bad, tha
idle, and the useless wonld find their way into
the Church, Novartheless, the faithful Chris.
tian is not to fold his hands in despair baceuse
he can not clean out the tares at onoe, or pre-
vent their growth; nor is he to shelter himself
under the complacent belief that God will take
care of all these things, and relieve him from all
ornoern and ocare and toil. In the wonderful
ways of God to men, while He assures the heart
of the believer that He reigns, and orders all
things and events, yet He expeots every disci-
ple to do his daty, and fulfil his responsibility;
as though the entire result depended upon him,
The Church cannot be purified at onoe, but even
the least effort that tenda to deepen the spirit.
usal life ia & contribotion in that direction, We
maust get rid of the idea that religion is simply
a dresa for the moral character, to ba put on to
meet the requirements of our sdcial environ-
ment, True Christian discipleship means, in
the firat place, oblivion of seif as the underlying
motive; it means loyalty to Christ, not only
without regard to surroundings, but in all sorts
of surroandings —loyalty which sesks not how
much can bs gotten fur self, but how much oan
ba done for others, and especislly a loyalty
which is unchanging in its devotion to the
%mor of the Lord ot glory.—Church News, St.
ouis,

rems?:or disoourﬁgement. for our Liord teaches

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

“The lamentable position of the marriage ro-
lation in the United states is evidenced by the
following extract from a secular paper. It on-
forces the necessity of adhering firmly to the
rale of the Churoh :

‘The American Bar Assooiation has taken
action to seonre “uniform legislation in several
States a8 regards & number of important sobjscts
bat mainly that of marriage and divores, the
uncertaintios and variations of the law respect:
ing whioh have long constituted & scandal and
disgrace, Instead of one fixod law of marriage

and diverce obtaining, the people of the United
states are subjeoted in their domestic relations
to forty odd oodes of law—a condition of things
which does not present itself in any other oivi-
lized country ic the world, In socarcely two
states are the laws upon this point alike, and
the result is that cases are constantly arising in
which only the courts can determine whether a
woman is 8 wife or a mistress, & widow ora
false claimant ; whether children are legitimato
or the reverse; and whether oertain persons
are hoirs and entitled to inherit or not. The
complexity is, of coarse, greatly inoreased by
the ease with which divorces are obtained snd
re-marrisges maltiplied, As a oonsequence of
these conditions the utmost uncertainty exists
as {0 what constitutes & valid marringe, for
under the laws of one State a woman may be &
lawfal wife, but under those of another, should
she change her plave of residence, a person
living in a state of conoubinage. The reform
is likely to be slow, and must come from the
geveral States themselves, until sach time a
least a8 Congress 0an be empowered to legislate
upon the guestion by a constitutional amend:
ment, Meanwhile the oconditions existiog
oconstitute, as they have for long done, & staln
upon the nation,’

A Sos:onbae in the Diocese of Frederioton
writes :—* I am well satisfied with the contents
of your paper, especially its able efforts it
defending and upholding the dignity of and
loyalty to the Church, . . buildiog us up
in our most Holy Faith,'



