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Poetry.

STANZAS.

* The sagrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the
Prayer of the upright is his delight.”~15 Prov. 8 v.

" Whatever passes as a cloud between

The mental eye of Faith, and things unseen,
Causing that brighter world to disappear,
Or seem less lovely, and its hopes less dear :
This is our world, our idol, though it bear
Affection’s impress, or devotion’s air.”

Alas, how many a fading thing
Our Heavenly prospects blight,

Yet o’er a worshipp'd idol fling,
A robe of borrow’d light !

Alas, how many a passing cloud,
Of dark or gorgeous hue,
Our brightest hopes awhile beshroud,
& And intercept our view !

If passion’s poisonous tendrils cling
Around the yielding heart,—

Yet oh, what tears from it they wring,
‘What bitterness impart |

If love should there a throne obtain,
Or wealth, or pride, or power,

Or anxious cares its empire gain,
What misery their dower!

Let not an evil passion cling, *
Or hold possession there,

Or else Low vain its offering,
What mockery its prayer!

On, Saviour, Thou, and only Thou,
Can’st mould us to Thy will;
Submissive to that will we bow,
Oh purify us still!

The flesh is sinful, but the soul
‘Would spurn its heavy chain;

Do Thou, oh Lord, subdue, control,
Thoughts that would leave a stain!

Though sin hath set its bateful seal
On all we think and do,

‘We bless Thee, Lord, that we can feel
‘We bear Thy impress too.

Pure essence ! that can thus refine
:Such utter worthlessness :

Bright spark ! that can through darkness shine
And our weak efforts bless.

Oh may that spark of heavenly flame
To kindred light aspire,

To animate the drooping frame,
And kindle pure desire!

Though sin may mar each bright desi
And dim its loveliness,— By
Oh, shall it tempt us to resign
Our hope of happiness ?

Away, ye earthly cares, away,

Hope smiles and points above,
But ye would still obstruct my way,

And shroud my Saviour's love.
Behold his star, how calm

How beautifully clear : i
W!xy should ye darkly intervens

To dim its atmosphere ?

~—Bristol Journal, Marianwe

THE HISTORY OF THE PRAYER BOOK.
( By the Ven. Archdeacon Berens, M.A.)

CHAPTER VIL—CoNTINUED.

The Commissioners appear to have been well cho-
sep, most of the ablest men of the two parties being
named. They were directed, “to advise upon and
review the book of Common Prayer, comparing the
Same with the most ancient Liturgies which have been
used in the Church in the primitive and present times,
and to take into their serious and grave consideration
:“:?nlev_ernl diref:tions and rules, forms of prayer, and

88 IR ﬂ.!e said Book of Common Prayer coutained ;

:“:’d to advise, consult upon and about the same. and
e several objections and exceptions which shall now

raised against the same; and (if occasion be) to
make such reasonable and necessary alterations, cor-

Tectious, and amendments, as shall be agreed upon to

be needful and expedient, for the giving satisfaction

to tender cousciences, and the restoring and coutinu-
ance of peace and unity in the Churches under his

Majesty's protection and government ; but avoiding

(as mach as may be) all unnecessary abbreviations of

the forms and Liturgy, wherewith the people are al-

together acquainted, and have so long received in the
Chuch of England.'.”

The place of meeting was the Savoy, in the lodgings
of Dr. Sheldon, Master of the Savoy, and Bishop of
London. When they first met, the Bishop of London
opened the meeting by telling the Presbyterian Minis-
ters, ** That they, and not the Bishops, had requested
:::‘(;:l:fel;nce for making alterations in the Liturgy:
all thei::b' l‘e;i he proposed that they s_houl(‘l bring in
i the adé?:i ons against the Ln.urgy in wnt‘mg, and
Dhonthd e onal forms and alterations which they
Presbyte[:iat? ;;‘t? be Made in 1. .Th‘s methgd the
e o mnes' _had before (:leclmed, when it had

Sl by the King, and again by the Lord Chan-

» excusing themselves by saying, “ They were
but few, and had commission from their brethren to
expretzs their minds; and therefore begged leave to
ac.quamt their brethren in the country, that they
mlg.ht know there sense.®”” And when the King
again pressed them for their proposals, they declared,

That they could not pretend to speak for or oblige
others; and that therefore what they did igui

i y did must signi-
fy but the minds of s0 many men were present.”’ On
the present occasion, the Presbyterians wished that
the debate should be by amicable verbal conference.
according to the intent, ‘“as they presumed, of zh;

Commission, and as being more likely to contribute to

the ohject of their meeting; whereas writing'would be

a tedious business, and prevent that familiarity and

acquaintance with each other’s minds, which vyould

best facilitate peace and eoncord.”  But the Bishop
of London prudently insisted on the safer and more
certain way of bringing in all their exceptions, altera-

Sions, ang additions, in one view, in writing, to which
©Y should receive distinct answers also in writing.

brin Some debate it was agreed, that they should
ldmfl all theijr exceptions at one ume, aud all their

v QU8 at another time.

Re e exceptions were, accordingly, drawn up by Bp.

& n{“g‘dﬂ, Bates, Calamy, Newcomen, &e., and pre-

ﬁone to the Bishops under this title, *“ The excep-

8 ?f the Presbyterian brethren against someé pPas=
sages in the present Liturgy, dated August 30, 1661.

€ exceptions were eighteen in number. It may

e.'e be convenient to give, shortly, the substance of

- ch exception, together with that of the Reply that
as made to it.

& Tl. In the first place the Presbyterians pray ed,
‘hat the Liturgy might not be clogged with any
Ing that was doubtful, or questioned among Plous,

thi ned, and orthodox persons; since the imposing
ings of doubtful disputation as terms of communion,

ﬁ‘d in all ages been the ground of schism and separa-

°n.|,

The Episcopalians replied, “ That the passages
®Omplained of in the Liturgy ought to be evidently
Toved unlawful, before any alterations can be de-

ded. That it is no argument to say, 2 great
a0y pious persons scruple the use of it, unless it
a0 be clearly made out that the Liturgy has given
JUst ground for such scruples. For if the bare pre-

Uce of scruples is a sufficient plea to discharge us
om obedience, all law and order can signify nothing.
Lo this they add, that if the Liturgy should lze altered

required by the Presbytarians, the generality of the
berest and best members of the Church of England
ould have just cause of disgust. ~ With regard to
© proposal, that prayers may consist of nothing
d‘)ubtful, or questioned by pious, learncd, and ortho-
SOl g ey s e L as GO TR g

5 Complete History of England, and Collier. By the lat-
ter the Putent appointing the Commiseion is given at length.
* Complete History of England, vol. iii. p. 253.

not defined and ascertained who those orthodox per-
sons are, they must either take all those for orthodox
persons who have the assurance to call themselves
such ; and if so, the demand is unreasonable : but if
by orthodox are meant only those who adhere to Srip-
ture and the Catholic consent of antiquity, they are|
not of opinion that any part of the Liturgy has been |
objected to by such.” :

2. Secondly, the Presbyterians urged, * That as!
the English Reformers, out of their great wisdom,
formed the Liturgy in such mauner as was most likely
to gain upon the Papists, by varyiog ae little as might
be from the Offices anciently received ; so, according
to the same rule of prudence and charity, they desired
the Liturgy might be so composed as might best re-
concile it to those Protestants who are "agreed in the
substantial points of religion.”

To this it was answered, “That as the Romanists
never charged our Liturgy with any positive errors,
but only with the want of something they conceived

necessary ; so was it never found fault with by those
properly distinguished by the name of Protestants,
that is, those of the Augustan Confession ; and as for
others who have brought the Church Service into dis-
like with some people, this practice of theirs has been
their fault and their sin.”

3. The Presbyterians wished to omit the repeti-
tions and responses of the parish-clerk and people,
and the alternate reading of the psalms and hymns.
They pretend this custom raised a confused noise in
the congregation, and made what was read less easy
to be understood.

4. For similar reasons they would have the divided
prayers of the Litany thrown into one solemn prayer,
to be pronounced by the Ministers.

The Episcopalians contended in reply, * that the
practice of responses tended to edification, by quick-
ening, keeping up, and uniting our devotion, which is
apt to sleep or grow languid in a long continued
prayer. - For this purpose, alternate reading, repeti-
tions, and responses, are far more serviceable than a
long tedious prayer. Nor is this our opinion only,
but the judgment of former ages, as appears by the
practice of the Jewish and ancient Christian Churches.”
5. In answer to the request, * That nothing might |
remain in the Liturgy which seems to countenance the !
keeping of Lent as a religious fast;” the Bishops re-
plied, “ This is requested as an expedient for peace,
and is in effect to desire our Church may show herself
contentious for the sake of peace, and divide from the !
Catholic Church, that we may correspond the closer
at home, and live at unity among ourselves. ~But St.
Paul reckons those contentious who oppose the cus- |
tom of the Churches of God. Now, that the religious |
observation of Lent was a custom of the Churches of
God appears by the testimonies of the Fathers.”

6. With regard to the sixth proposal, *“That the
religious observation of Saints’ Days, together with

their Vigils, may be laid aside; and that, if any of

them are continued, they may be called Festivals, and |
not Holy-days; it is answered, “ The observing of |
Saints’ days is not enjoined as of Divine, but of Ec- '
clesiastical institution : that therefore it is not neces- |
sary they should have any particular appointment in '
Scripture ; their being useful for promoting piety, and
serviceable to the general end recommended in Holy
Whrit, is sufficient for this purpose. That the obser-
vation of these solemnities was a primitive custom,

appears by the ancient Rituals and Liturgies, and by i
the consentient testimony of antiquity ~ Our Saviour |
himself kept the Feast of the Dedication, which was
b Rnlm'n‘nhv af tha (Church'a inetitntign '’ |

7. The Presbyteriaus said, that The gift of prayer
being one special qualification for the Ministry, they
desire the Liturgy may not be so strictly imposed, as
totally to exclude the exercise of that faculty in any |
part of public worship: and that in consequence of |
this, it may be left to the discretion of the Minister

to omit part of the stated service, as occasion shall |
require.””  And this liberty, they pretend, was allowed {
by the first Common Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth.
The Episcopalians replied, “ Their proposal touch- |
ing the gift of prayer, makes the Liturgy in effect |
wholly insignificant. For what else can be the con-

sequence, if every Minister may put in and leave out

at discretion?  As for the gift, or rather the prayer,

it consists in the inward graces of the Holy Spirit,

and not in the extemporary expressions: such unpre-

meditated effusions are only the effect of natural parts

of a voluble tongue, and uncommon assurance. But

if there is any such gift as is really pretended, this

extraordinary qualification must be subject to the

order of the Church, (1 Cor. xiv.”

8. The request that the passages of Scripture in
the Liturgy might be taken from the new translation
of the Scriptures instead of the old, was acceded to by
the Episcopalians, with the exception of the Psalms.

9. In answer to the objection to reading in the
Church Lessons from the Apocrypha, the Episcopa-
lians observe, * The Presbyterians demand an altera-
tion upon such grounds as would exclude all sermons
as well as the Apocrypha.  Their argument is, the
Holy Scriptures contain all things necessary with re-
ference both to belief and practice. If the inspired
writings are so comprehensive, to what purpose are
there so many unnecessary sermons? why have we
any thing more than the reading of Holy Scripture?
Bat if, notwithstanding the sufficiency of the Old and
New "P'estament, sermons are necessary, there is no
:::;‘;ze‘;b); thelale Apocryphal chapters should not be
excellent di‘:::ugse:s:iu;; e th?m delive:l'
is much to be wished thepreceptb of morality ; and it

sermons of these Ministers
were no worse. If they are afraid that these books
may, by this regard, come up to an equal authority
with the Canon, the Church has secured them against
this apprehension, by calling them Apoeryphal. Now
it is the Church’s testimony which teaches us to
make this disunction.  And lastly, to leave out these
Apocryphal Lessons were to cross the practice of
former ages.”

10. “That the Minister should not read the Com-
munion Service at the Communion Table, is not rea-
sonable to demand, since it was the practice of all the
primitive Church; and if we do not govern ourselves
by that golden rule of the Council of Nice, ‘let an-
cient customs be continued, unless reason plainly re-
quires the contrary, we shall give offence to sober
Christians by a causeless departure from Catholic
usage, and put a greater advantage in the hands of our
Romanist adversaries, than, it is to be hoped, our
brethren the Dissenters would willingly allow.”

S To the eleventh exception they reply, * That

it is not reasonablé the word Minister should alone be

used in the Common Prayer; for since some parts of
the Liturgy may be performed by a Deacon, and others,

such as Absolution and Consecration, by a Priest, it

is fit some such word as Priest should be used for

those offices which are appropriated to his character.

The word Curate likewise (which was objected to)

signified those who are entrusted by the Bishop with

the cure of souls, and therefore was very fit to be

used. Sunday being a very ancient distinction of the !
day on which our Saviour rose from the dead, thereis |
no reason why that name should be disused.”

12. In reply to a request for an improved metrical |
version of the Psalms, the Episcopalianﬂ answer, that

“ singing of Psalms, in metre is no part of the

Liturgy, and by consequence is no part of our com-

mission."”

13. The request that all obsolete terms may be |
altered to words of comnion use, has already been in |
great measure, disposed of, by consenting to adopt |
the last translation of the Scriptures. i

dox persons, the Episcopalians replied, that since it is ‘ 14. The request that no portion of the Old Testa-

ment, or the Acts of the Apostles, should be called
Epistles was acceded to.

15. The Preshyterians desired, * That the phrases
in several Offices which presume all persons within
the communion of the Church, to be regengrated,
converted, and in actual state of grace, may be reform-
ed; for, considering the want of Ecclesiastical dis-
cipline, confessed in the Commination, such a suposi-
tion is more than the utmost charity can suppose.”

In aaswer to this, the Episcopalians allege, * That
the Charch’s phrase in her prayers is no more offen-
sive than St. Paul's. This Apostle, in bis Epistles to
the Coninthians, Galatians, and others, calls them in
general the Churches of God, sanctified in Christ
Jesus, ind Saints by vocation. And yet amongst
these, tlere were many who, upon the score of their
open irrgularities, could not properly be styled such.”

16. 'The Presbyterians wished “ That the petitions
in the pnyers might have a more orderly connexion,
and the brms carried on to a more competent length;
that this method would be more to edification, and
farther ypon the people’s esteem.”

Unde this head they are somewhat mote particular:

Andirst, “ They charge the Collects with being
generally too short, many of them consisting of one, or
at most st of two sentences of Petition. That they
are generally orefaced with a repeated mention of the
name and attthutes of God, and presently conclude
with the name 8] merts of Christ; that by this dis-
position of the sewice many unnecessary breaks are
occasioned ; and thy when many petitions are to be
offered at the same tine, these interruptions are nei
ther agreeable to Scrijtural examples, nor suited to
the gravity of that holy duty.”

Secondly, they object, “ That the Prefaces of many
of the Collects have no ciear and direct reference to
the following petitions: That the petitions are put
together without due order or natural connexion, &¢.,
&c. It is therefore desired, that instead of those
discontinued Collects, there may be one methodical
and entire form of prayer composed out of them.”

The Church Commissioners replied, that, “ As to
the connexion of the parts of the Liturgy, it is com-
formable to the example of the Churches of God, and
has as much connexion as usually occurs in many pe-
titions of the same Psalm.”

% The Collects, by their brevity, are best suited to
devotion, and resemble those short but prevalent
prayers in Scripture, *Lord, be merciful to me a
sinner.” ¢ Son of David, have mercy on us ‘Lord,
increase our faith.””

Aiter this, proceeding to the remainder of the ob-
jection, they subjoin, * We cannot iinagine why the
repeated mention of the name and attributes of God
should not be most acceptable to any person relig-
giously disposed ; or how this repetition should seem
any burthen, since David magnified one attribute of
God's mercy six-and-twenty times together (P'salm
136.) Nor can we conceive why the name and merits
of Jesus should be less comfortable to us, than to for-
m(_zr.Sﬂims and Martyrs: and since the hopes of ob-
taining our petitions are founded upon the attributes
of God, such prefaces of prayers as are taken from the
Divine perfections are not to be censured as unsuita-
ble, though they should have no special reference to
the following petitions.”

( To be continued. )

CHURCH CLAVERING, OR THE SCHOOL-
MASTER.*

BY THE REV. W. GRESLEY.

fanwnvunnn, ) .
{ From a Correspondent of Lhe Lnwen,)

Mr. Primer judged that a certain acquaintance with
Listory was not only indispensably necessary for the
niddle and upper classes, but also extremely wefyl
for the lower.  Without it he knew they could neithe.
form a correct judgment with regard to many impor-
tant duties, nor fully appreciate the advantages they

possessed. How,” he says, “could they be aware of

| the value of a Reformed Church unless they knew of

the superstitions and corruptions which existed wbe.n
the Popes of Rome had chief authority over the reli-
gon of the land? How could they learn to abhor,
and pray to be delivered from, the present state of
schism and dissent, unless they were shewn irou} hlf—
tory the happy days when the Church was at unity
lerself? The present ignorance and prejudice, th.h
regard to Church affairs, is in a great measure attri-
butable to the want of a knowledge of histery. A
boy, educated without some knowledge of the history
of the one Catholic aud Apostolic Church, learns to
look on the present divisions and denomin?tions as the
nitural state of things, instead of regarding th.em., as
as sinful perversions of God’s Xaw,_varlatlons
flom the ancient unity, and a curse with whlcllx for our
sins we have been visited.  So again, when be is falsel:v
tld that the Roman Catholic is the oM religion, he is
Unable to give the true answer, that the (f‘hurch of
Christ existed in unity and purity for centuries before
the corruptions of Rome were ever hear'd of, much less
generally adopted. Similarly useful isa k,n‘owledge
of history, with reference to civil affairs. ~ The most
impressive way of inculcating the value‘of t}le strict
lereditary succession, established by Jaw in this realm,
§ to shew the miseries of civil war which ensued from
the rival claims of the houses of York and Lancaster.
And the disastrous consequences of popular l:e.belll()n
ire best learnt from a knowledge of the barbarities and
aimes which took place when the dissenters rebelled
tgainst their lawful sovereign, Charles 1.”

Next to Scripture-history, therefore, our worthy
$choolmaster was careful to teach his boys the history
+f their Church and country, In doing this, he espe-
dally availed himself of what have been called the two
eyes of history,—geography and chronology. He
sometimes desired his boys to trace out on the map
any subject connected with the part of history which
they were reading. This he found to give greatcr
interest to geography than the mere pointing out.the
names +f places, and to impress the facts more vividly
on the nemory of the boys. ~ He also found that the
boys berefited much from a frequent inspection of a
“gtream of time,” on which were depicted, in various
colours, the divisions and subdivisions, the ramifica-
sions axd conjunctions of the various empires and
dynastis. In addition to these, Mr. Primer had him-
self, with great pains, constructed a chronological
chart of Church-history, shewing the general course of
events, ad the points where sects sprang up and sepa-
rated thomselves from the Church, and where various
errors, s those of transubstantiation or purgatory,
erose wihin the Church.  This chart he thought of
publishirg. ~ He also occasionally made excursions
with his boys to visit ancient buildings and other
monumeats of the olden time in the neighbourhood of
the school, Crumbling arches and broken shafts were
themes cn which Mr. Primer expatiated learnedly and
pleasantly, and his boys soon began to look forward
with gre:t interest to the recurrence of such historical
researches.  Expeditions of this sort are a part of the
system adopted by the celebrated Pestalozzi, and Mr.
Gresley mentions having himself met a party of boys
from the school at Yverdon, travelling with their
teachers in search of information connected with
science and patural history.

Though Mr, Primer knew it was impossible to give
his pupils a very accurate acquaintance with the whole
circle of arts and sciences, yet he considered it was a
great point gained, to give them a taste for general
information and rational pursuits. He had gradually

they are,

* Church Depository, pp. 267.
edition, 28, 6d.

Boaids, 5s. 4d.; cheap |

set upa stock of instruments, as his means permitted,
—avey good microscope and telescope, a planisphere
and orery, as well as a pair of globes; and the use of
these tarious instruments led to a consideration of the
princifles an which they were constructed, and the
scientfic plan of their arrangement. Another object
which caused a good deal of interest was, the school-
museun, to which each boy was anxious to contribute
some farity. The museum commenced with a wasp’s |
nest—no great beginning it is true, but still, when
taken entire, a very curious production.  Then the |
boys were desirous of comparing it with the architec- |
ture of the common bee, and then with that of the }
humble bee and the carpenter bee. ~ This led on to
an acquaintance with the curious labours, habits, and
transformations of a vast variety of the insect racej |
and for a long time proved an inexhaustible fund of |
interest, Soon after, it happened that one of the boys :
picked up some fossil shells in a stone-quarry, which |
gave the young philosophers a new object of interest,
and by degrees the collection became a very extensive
one.

Our Schoolmaster's ideas of “useful knowledge”
differ very materially from those of Lord Brougham
and bis followers, nor has he a high opinion of the
magazines, wanuals, elements, and synopscs of (so
called) useful knowledge, which bave literally teemed
from the press, durilg the past few years. He says,

Sorget the every-day practical value of God's eterual

“the undue exaltation of what is called practical or use-
ful knowledge is not enly pernicious in thus confusing
people’s ideas, and giving wrong impressions, but it is
also found that the same habit of mind is apt to decry
the great truths of religion, as if they were not practi-
cal and useful, but mere unprofitable speculations, and
matters of controversy. We live in a world so ab-
sorbed in sense, and the value of things is so habitually
measured by their visible advantages, and most of our
newspapers and periodical writiogs are so imbued with
these opinions, that to maintain contrary views savours
almos: of paradox. I dare say you will think & very
strange when T assert, that the most useful and practi-
cal knwledge we can possibly give to young' persons, is
what ome would call mere controversiul doctrine.—
Whatis the object of education?  Its true end and
object surely is, to train up a young man to do_his
duty t» God and man. But we know the temptations
to which youth is liable—temptations to seek pleasure
rather than duty—to fall off into the seducing snares
of sin. Well, then, surely whatsoever knowledge shall
save iim from sin, and enable him to pursue a fair,
honest, and virtuous course, is the most practical and
useful knowledge he can possess.  And what is this
knowl:dge? Why the knowledge where to go for aid |
in time of need—the knowledge that he must pray to
his heavenly Father for help, in the name and for the
sake of His divine Son, and supplicate for the aid of
the Ilbly Spirit, the third person in the ever-blessed
Trinity. This, I confidently say, the knowledge of
divine truth, is the most practical and useful knowledge
which he can possess.  But I need not remind you
that all this doctrine is controverted by the Socinian.
The Socinian, or Unitarian, does not worship the Lord
Jesus Christ as Lord over all; he does not acknovtr-
ledge the atonement made for sin, and the needful H:ld
of the Holy Spirit. ~ All this is to him matter of dis=
pute and controversy. And yet, to know and believe
these great traths, as they have been revealed by God,
and received by the Church,.is the very foundation of
the faith and every-day practice of each true Chris-
tian,—it is the practical source of all true Christian
holiness. Take another instance of the same sort.—
Is it not a most important branch of practical and

sharpened faculties, though these are points much to
be desired,—but the principal thing is, to bring them
up in sober, honest, virtuous habits of thought and
action; so that they may become good Christian men
and women, and do their duty to God and man in the
station in which IHis providence has placed them.—
We should endeavour so to train our youth that they
shall be conscientious, truth-telling and ingenuous,
obedient to their parents, and still retaining the affec-
tion of childhood towards them,—docile aud reverent
to their superiors, kind and generous to their inferiors,
honest and just to their equals, loyal to the Queen,
and ready to submit for conscience-sake to those whom
God and the laws of their country have set over them,
at the same time, too independent, too self-respecting,
to be led into vice or error by evil example—too
knowing to be seduced from truth by specious argu-
ments addressed to their passions or prejudices—able
to estilate the value of the institutions of their Church
and country; and, where they discern faults, not
prompt to abuse or vilify, but rather to lend their ut-
most aid to repair them; men who shall spurn with
contenpt the dishonest bribe, and with equal manli-
ness rejeet the counsel of the false insidious agitator;
men who, without being enervated by over-refinement,

shall be polished and civilised in their manners and
tone of Md; attentlve aud cowcevvuo o she smaokan

sex, yet without licentious thoughts or habits; bold

hand of the eye; and each member of the Christian
Ministry, will, at the last day, be responsible only for
the talent committed to his charge. But admitting,
as we must thankfully admit, the varieties both of pur-
syit and attainments, we should still be mindful, that
there are certain leading qualifications and character-
istics, which must be found in all Christian Ministers;
that we must, each of us, be watchful in all these
things; that we must, each of us, make a full proof of
our Ministry, in all its ivtegral departments. Every
Clergyman is called, is set apart, is bound, bas pro-
mised at the altar of his God, to be a man of thought-
fulness, a man of prayer, a man of reading, a man sepa-
rated fromn the study of the world and the flesh, a man
of all faithful diligence, in all the relations which he
bears, and all the duties which he owes to the flock of
Christ; applying himselt wholly to this one thing, and
drawing all his cares and studies this way. This, and
this ouly, is the completeness towards which we must
aspire; and this, be it observed, demands no extraor-
dinary gifts, no splendour of abilities, no acenmulation
of accomplishments.  Let there only be an honest and
good heart, let there ouly be a due sense of our own
weakness, and an earnest desire of will and ability, of
strength and power from on high,—and then, by the
assistance of God's Holy Spirit, that will be effected

for ns, and w,'u.hin us. which we can never effect for
ourselves. Whether these be our aispositions, aus

and courageous in every good work, but shamefaced
and faltering if engaged in any disgraceful deed.”"—
The grand instrument to which Mr. Primer trusted
for the formation of his pupils' babits was, the Prayer
Book. “Some,” he says, “perhaps, would have ex-
pected that the Bible would have been first spoken of;
but, in fact, the same thing is meant. The Prayer
Book is the Bible qpplied to practice. The doctrines
of reveded religion contained in God's Word are in
the Prayer Book made available for every-day use.”
The ‘ollowing remarks are, from our present cir-
cumstantes, peculiarly applicable to the inhabitants
of this celony, and worthy of their strictest attention.
“ There {s an objection to the Prussian system, which
would render it even more unpalatable to the English
than its compulsory arrangement. What, I mean is,
the impoassibiity, under the existing religious divisions
in this county, to teach children whose parents are
of different cenominations in one school. ‘T'he En-
glish have ditermined rightly that religion must be
taught, or tht education is worth nothing; and they
are also righly very jealous that true religion should
be taught tleir children. People who do not care
much about he distinction of religion—such as your
Latitudinarin education doctors—cannot understand
why all the hildren should not be taught, some gene-
ral sort of rejgion which may suit them all—why they
should not nerge their religious differences, and im-
bibe the Laitudinarian notions of their would-be
managers. 3ut we have to thank God that this sort
of half-infidd day of dealing with the matter is not
acceptable tcthe English people.  English parents, or
at least a layge proportion of them, desire that their
children shal be brought up in the same religion as
themselves. Dissenters do not like the notion of their
children buin; brought up as Chuzehmen: a Churchman
has no notior that a religious education can be a good
one, which wll suit equally his ¢hild and that of & Dis-
senter. Iesees at once thatitis alla delusion to tell
him so. Tl member of the reformed Church justly
objects to ach an education as will aduiit the child
s of the Romaiist, and will leave his own child unguard-
ed against e errors of Popery. The Latitudinarian
wonders at his feeling, and does not perceive that he

these our desires, it is, indeed, important and indis-
Pensable, that we should satisfactorily ascertain; and
in order to this ascertainment, 1 have at the present,
but one easy and simple criterion to propose. There
is one talent, which we equally possess THE TALENT
oF TIMB. Let us each ask our own hearts, how do we
employ this talent? The answer will enable us to
det?rmme, how far we possess the dispositions and
desires belonging to our holy calling; how far we may
hope to exemplify in our lives and conversation the
completeness of the Christian Ministry.

- m— il

Communications.

THE PLAIN DEFENCE OF ONE WHO HAS
FORSAKEN THE ERRORS OF ROMANISM,

To my dear Roman Catholic friends in Christ:

Since I have left the Roman Catholic Church and
joined the Church of England, the true Catholic Church,
which is called the Protestant Church by nickname, 1 feel
bound in duty to advise my Roman Catbolic friends to do
as [ have done; and, to endeavour to make them do the
same, I shall try to point out my reasons for so doing,
and the errors of the Roman Catholic Church, which I
have learned by reading Holy Scriptures, which have
enlightened my mind, with the assistance of my blessed
Redeemer Jesus Christ,

In relation to the Ten Commandments, we find in the
20th chapter of Exodus the following:—* Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth be-
neath, or that is in the water under the earth; thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.” But the
Roman Catholic Church admits the bowing to images
and the honouring themgwhich my conscience tells me is
idolatry.

Respecting the Holy Sacrament: Christ at his last
supper took the bread and blessed it and brake it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, * Take, eat, this is my
body which is broken for you; and he took the cup and
gave thauks and gave it to them, saying, drink ye all of
ity “this do in remembrance of me ;” and as oflen as ye
take this Sacrament ye shew forth the Lord’s death.—
Christ says, ** Verily, 1 shall not drink heunceforth of the
fruit of the vine, until that day. when 1 drink it new with
you in my Father's kingdom.” The Roman Catholie
Church admits the bread only to the lay eople, and not
the wine, which appears to me not to be a full Sacrament.
Likewise, the Roman Catholic Church admits the real

weafial knawledge, to know how to obtain that spiritual-
strengthening and refreshment which the soul so much
requires in the wear and tear of this lroubles_anwp" that
7o g ¥
\;\.dl we have been taught, from our % pe obtained
this st i -
rengthening and refreshm: Lord's Supper. Is

by the w e i
..y worthy pamupatwr‘xﬂmm practical question,
not, then, a most 17"

wher, gy e precious sacrament ?  Who
are ayp....oed to administer it 1o us? Here, then,
come & the deeply controverted questions between
the Churchman and the Dissenter. The trath is, that
what flippant persons of the present day are accus-
tomel to stigmatise as controversial divinity, 18, 10
realily, often the most vital Christian truth, and essen-
tial Yo every man to enable him to live daily as he
ouglt to live. And, therefore, those persous who de-
sire to banish from our schools and other institutions
the fundamental doctrines of the Church, are, to say
the least, yery much to be suspected. For surely the
tnowledge of God’s eternal truth, vc:hether Jesus Christ
is very God of very God, the object of our devout
worship, or merely 2 divine teacher, if so much,—the
knowledge of the means of grace, how we are to seck
refreshment for our wearied spirit, and aid against the
power of sin, so as [0 be saved at _the last great day,—
surely this is more really practical and useful than
knowledge about apimals, vegetables, and minerals,
and which is the tallest mountain or the longest river.
At the same time, I would not have it supposed that,
because I grudge the name of useful knowledge being
applied to objects t.he use and value of which are
comparatively insigoificant, I by any means wish to
disparage the real value of what the world calls useful.
On the contrary, 88 you see, I take great pains that
my boys should have the benefit of it. T would say
to them, ¢ Avail yourselves of all opportunities of in-
creasing your stock of knowledge ; be very thankful
for the means afforded you; deem it a disgrace, in the
present day, to be behind others in knowledge of arts,
sciences, and all the wonders of the natural or artifi-
cial world; in short, get all the knowledge you can.
But in your generous pursuit after knowledge do not

|

truth. "’

himself is a:tuated by an intolerance of what he sup-
| ns- on2e0try,. and wishes.so.. force all neople to sdopt
that people should differ from him in opinion and
would if be were able, be quite as arbitrary as those
whotn he most blames, and force them all to be Lati-
tudinarians, by educating them at his Latitudinarian
schools.”’

We must now bid farewell to *Church Clavering;"’
we have given many extracts from it, which at least
will ghew the correctness of principle which influences
the writer, and we strongly recommend its therough
perusal to those who have the good of the Church at
heart, and who know that that good is best seoured by
instilling her principles int the minds of the rising
generation. Such persons can scarcely read the opi-
vions of the schoolmaster, without receiving some va-
luable hints or arguments in favour of the trath, which
may prove of inflnite advantage in arming them against
the influence of the plausible educational theories and
fanciful systems, now so rife. The eccentric Carlyle
says ** we are living awidst shams and not realities,”
and his remark though strangely worded is full of
truth. Take up any news-paper and you will find
that its columns abound with approved infallible re-
medies for every disorder under the sun—rvirulent dis-
orders will vanish never to re-appear, at an expense of
two and sixpence and the most confirmed, incurable and
desperate of eases, only require an outlay of five shil-
lings to imsure a speedy return to bealth. “T'ruly the
world must be made up of very self-willed people,
for coffin makers have not become extinet, nor have
the bills of wortality sensibly diminished. Notwith-
standing seductive offers of luxuriant forests of curling
hair at a tiflivg expenditure, men and women obsti-
nately get bald ; and although the fairest, smoothest,
and most brilliant complexion, can be had for half a

mon as evir.  We perceive a strong analogy between
these quackeries and the experiments in civil and re-
ligious poity which have been essayed among the
Canadian people. Responsible Government and the
« All-healirg-Balsam' have a strong affinity; the one is
equally effictive as a panacea for national evils, as the

Mr. Primer used much eaution in the selection of
books for his school-library, and his remarks on this
subject abound with valuable hints.  He took great |
pains in teaching his boys composition. In commen- |
cing, he first accustomed them to write sentences dic-
tated by himself, by which means they soon learned |
the use of stops, where to place the capital letters, &c., !
and afterwards proceeded to instruct them in putting |
their own ideas on paper in an intelligible way. The |

old-fashioned “ theme” Mr. Primer judged to be the | .

most_convenient sort of composition, for this reason, |
that it is the only braneh in which you can lay down ?
cules and Proceed in a technical way; but in letter-
writing De considered the less of premeditation and |
technicality the better.
strongly Tecommended by Archbishop Whately as an |
exercise 1O the pupil's mind—to set him to write down |
some occuIrence connected with his amusements or
every-day occupations, which was likely to have struck |
his fancy:  Before the Christmas holidays he en-
couraged the boys, in their leisure hours, to write tales
of stories; and if any were good enough, they were |
read aloud in the winter's evenings. ~This, along with |
exercising the pupils’ minds in composition, also served |
to shew What was working in them,—what their |
thought® Were occupied on—what objects they had in |
view.

Our space will not permit us to do more than glance |

| at these subjects, nor can we enter into the chapter on

youthfﬂ‘ amusements and the very interesting dialogue
on the difference of boys’ dispositions. g

Our worthy Schoolmaster discourses eloquently on 3
the importance of moral training. “ That,” he says, |
« which all parents should most wish to see, and that |

which rulers and influential parents should most desire | of operative power.

He also adopted a plan ‘ ==

the other is for * all the ills that flesh is heir to;"—
Sarsaparilla, warranted to remove and permanently cure
all diseases, promises as fair and fallaciously as did
the originators of our Common School Act. We de-
test quackery and shams in all their varieties. But
especially do we dread them when they shew them-
selves in the form of “all healing”’ specifics for al-
leged indispositions in the body politic, and ecclesias-
tic. In medical quackeries it is optional with our-
selves whether to yield to the imposition or Bot, but
in the others if plausibly advocated, it may result that
we be compelled by law as in the case of the Convmon
School Act, to work with our funds a system against
which our principles revolt.

QUALIFICATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN
MINISTER.
( From Bishop Jebb's Practical Theology.)

Art thou then a Minister of Christ? Behold the
mark at which thou must aim: that t.l%y profictency
may be manifest in all things; pot in this, or in that
particular branch of thy profession, but in all the me-
ditations, all the studies, all the more active duties, fo
which thou hast been called: so that, in a word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity, in
learning, in exhortation, in doctrine, thou mayest
exemplify the completeness of the Christian Ministry.
Various talents and various opportunities, of necessi-
ty, imply a variety of attainment. It is not reguisite,
it is not possible, that all should reach the same stan-
dard, or that any should excel in every department.—
In our day, as in that of the Apostle, there ave diver-
sities of gifts, diversities of administrations, diversities
In the one body of the Church,

dollar, yet freckles, wrinkles, and spots are still com-.

body and blood, and every thing appertaining to Christ's
body, to be in the Sacrament at the sacrifice of the Mass,
mhhhg'mmy‘dov’v\..’nmund.pbrm.’n.-wnon..ul‘hn:u ie
appears to me very strange and out of all reason, that
Christ’s body is crucified afresh all over the warld at the
same time at Mass, when he is a moving body in heaven,
which is quite contrary to Scripture. e

The Roman Church admits praying to the Virgin Mar
and to Saints to make intercession to Ged for them, whie
I cannot find in any part of Scripture; whereas our
blessed Lord says, * Come unto me all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest: take my yoke
upon you and learn of me, for I'am meek and lowly in
heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls; for my yoke
is easy and my burden is light.”” “If you love me keep
my commandments;” and, * Though your sins be as scar-
let, they shall be white like snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool.” St Panl says,
«There is no other mediator between God and man, but
the tan Christ Jesus;” and, *If any man teach any other
gospel, contrary to what we have preached, even thm';.gh
he were an angel from heaven, let him be accursed.”—
But the Romish Church has a a new doctrine, and up-
wards of a hundred mediators, which I find is quite con-
trary to holy Seripture!!

-

punishment, to purify the soul for heaven, which I can
find in no part of Scripture, and which is a vain thing,
puffed up by man’s invention. Scripture says, There
is no repentance in the grave, but as the tree falls 80 shall
it lie, whether it be to the north or to the sm}th-, and,
« Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy
might; for there is 1o work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest;” and,
“That the dead have no more a reward, for the memory
of them is forgotten; neither have they any more a por-
tion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.’

The Roman Church commands penance and fasting,
for the remission of sins. The Seripture says, ““Repent,
and come to me with all your heart, and I will forgive
you your sins.” The Church of Rome says, * Go to the
prics't and confess your sins, and do penance and fast, and
his prayers and yours together are quite s‘xmcle"‘t‘to put
away your sins. Our Heavenly Father bids us Enter
into thy closet, and shut the door behind you, and confess
your sius, and pray in secret, and your Heavenly Father,
which sees in secret, and knows th,e very thoughts of
your hearts, will reward you openly.” St Paul, writing
to Timothy, says, * Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
speaking lies in hypoerisy; having their conscience seared
with & hot iron ; forbidding to marry, and communding
to abstain from meats, which God hath ereated to be re-
ceived with thanksgiving of them which believe and know
the truth: and let no man judge you in what you eat or
what you drink, for every creature is good, and not to be
refused, if it be received with thanksgiving.”

Now, concerning Lagtin prayers! St Paul says, “In
the church I had rather speak five words with my under=
standing, that by my voice I might teach others also, than
ten thousand words in an unknown tongue: for how is
any one able to understand an unknown tongue; but if
one speak in a tongue that can be understood, then the
ehurch is edified.”

Now, respeeting Tndulgences and Prayers for the Dead,
I can find no command for them in the Seriptures, and,
as I mentioned before, if there is no repentance in the
grave, nor any reward for those that are dead, as they
bave no porticn in any thing that is done under the sug,
I don’t see’any benefit in praying for them.

Now, my dear friends, as 1 have said enough concern-
ing the errors of the Roman Ch urch, T wish not to intrude
upon your consciences too much at present. I confess,
in your Church there is good and bad mixed together;
but, my dear friends, I would advise you 10 cleave to that
which is good, and leave out that whxclg is bad; cleave to
the true holy Catholic Church, which is called the Pro-
testant Church, and which still remains in its purity, clean
down from the Apostles’ time, as it was in its purity for
nearly a thousand years at Rome, when the holy Fatl‘fm:s
and thousands of efhers suffered persecution for Christ's
sake by the heathen nations round about, uptil the Coun-
cils eommenced at Rome, and then the errors crept into
the holy Catholic Chureh to avoid persecution.  Consi=
der, my friends, how the Protestant Church is persecuted,
because if is the true Catholic Church of Christ; and
Christ said, “Be not surprised if my followers will be
persecuted for my sake, if they have persecuted me, they
will persecute you also; baut fear not them that are able
to kill the body and not the soul ; fear Him that is able
to cast both soul and body into hell.” *Offences,” He
says,  must come, but woe unto that man by whom they
come.” O, then, consider the stafe of those that have not
the trué commandments; read the Bible, and pray to our
crucified Saviour for wisdom, and He will give it to you;
whosoever calleth on the Lord, He will in nowise cast
away. If you are persecuted for Christ’s sake, then you
are His followers, and one of the boly martyrs; but if

to promote in their schemes of education, is the train- | there are many members; and each member has its

ing up of the youth of the realm—not 5o much with | distinct and appropriate office :
' an increased measure of knowledge—not 0 much with ; expected to discharge the functions of the ear, nor the
!

the feot cannot be

| you are persecuted for unrighteousness, your punishment
| s justly due for your crimes, and you have no reward.—
{ L have been persecuted myself for righteousness’ sake,—

Now, the next thing is Purgatory, or a middle state of |




