KN '

322

which waszontinued with fuch vislence,
thar the Adter, Jfter difcovering due a-
ftonithmentin his countenance, vory readi-
Iy fpoka the whole fjicech “over again,
TUiwhiclwas moft rendarkibly apiitauded by -
. the agdiesice. “The fine feenes of Zaphna
and Valmira, which are the mef tomark.
ableiathe play, and performed by their
X principal” and ufuably applavded adors,
~ this aizlt parfed unnoticed, and zll the ap-
plaufe full on the chura@erof Alcanor.
The partial conduét of this audicnce:
plainly difcavered chac they werconly in-.
Ruenced by the fpirit of party. S
~ Although iz would have been more pru-
.. denty from the Appearances then exhibited,
“to-bave laid afide the play for the prefent,
yet the manager.untortunately yiclded o a
requeft mads him to perform ~Alahomet a
fecond timeg, and contented himfelf wich
ordering 2. geoeral fummons to all the
company to meet him in-the Green reom
on the Fridny merning, the day before the
playwastobealteds - |
_. When the cgmpany were all atfembled,
heentered the room with a paperin his
hand, and rzad }h’c{n aleQarz on the du-
ties of an aftor! particulbely'refpefing his
* condulio the public ; and jo thew, inthe
meft glaring colours,’thar the adtor who
«  proftituted himfelf to the winton humour
a{un audience, brought inevitsbledifzrace
not only on himfclf but on-all his bre-
thren.” . :
Mr'Digges réfe up and faid, it wasob-
vigus that this le@ure o the dotivs of an
. a&lor svus Jevelied 2¢ him; that he wa; the
perfon who liad brough: that difgrace up-
von himfelf and his brethren; bug iy the
fame play:sas to be peiformed the follow-.
-ing night, and the fameé demand from the
audiencs, was fikely to fall upon hia, he
defired to:kinow what were the manager’s
- cemmands’in regard to hiscondu@t.  Mr
Sheridan’s eply was, thut hetheuld give
2" 'him no dire&ions, but leave him to do as
. ke thoughe proper. Digges then faid, * Sir
w0 L thould comply with the demand of
vStheandience, nad repeat the fpeechas 1
© f.did bufore,-2m I to incur jour cenfure
w8 fur dbing iL?'  The manager replied,
¢ Not'at all3 I'leave youto adtin that
¢ matiér as; y@ithink -proper.’
" ~The 'pight following, (the 2d of Mirch,)
veasthe perfotmance.  The pit was full as
foan.as the” ddors were opzn, the ihoufe
rowded, and .this remarkable fpesch in
irit feene; as foon as.everit was.out'of |
‘moith of theador, heavas called'upon
tepeatwiith the fame - veliemence as on
Arfnighti - The aQorfeenicd  fRart. -
igdyrand Mood fome timg'motionlels ; at
7 tafty atthéscontinucd Aercenels’of the -
_ wterayh }
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when filence: feas. obtained, “he faid, ¥ ¢
would givd him the highel pleafyre
imaginabie to comply with the requeft -
of the altdicnce, but he had his privagé
‘reafou(s’ for begging” they would hew (-
goad as to extulzhirh, ag hig compliange -
would be. greatly injurfous to Bin.* o
On his faying that they imimediately
calledrour, Séeridun? Skeridun§ the Mung.
ger ! 1be Manager! and this cry foon he.. -
came vniverful throughout all parts of the -
" houfe.  After fome thort tims Mr., Digges
feft the age; and the upraar continuing,
Me. Sheridan (who (tood behind'the feencs)
ordered the curt«in down, and fent on the
prompter (o acquaint the audienge, lhi§_-
"they were ready fo perform the p_l;,-‘ if
they were fuflered to goon in quiet; if
not, that they were at liberty to wtske their
Timeney cagaia.... 1he prempter was not
heard, but obliged to withdraw,

Mr. Sheridan then (3id with fome agita. -
tion, ¢ ‘I'hey have noright co call upon me,
'}t not obey theircalt; 1'H go up to my
‘room,-and undrefs myfelf ;* and up fie
went.  Some of his befl friends left the
pic and boxes, and went 1o his drefling
room alter him, and intreated him not to
undrels, but to go down and.cndeavourte’
pACify a0 audience thatknew heowas therey
and muit be entaged ac bis refufal o ap. -
pear before them.  But at thefe reafonst.’
and thefe entreatics of his Irieads he rel
mained unmoved ; and being ftrongly
polfcfied with the notlon 1hat perfonal
mifzhicl was-intended him, he got intoa::
<hair, went home, :\nf! eft the houf;injj
that uproar and cenfution. RS

Mrs, W ooffingon was then perfuaded to -
appear before them, o fec'il 4 fine wo-,
man could atfuage the fury of the many."
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1 headed monfler;_but (e was not heards

Digges was the feeming’ favourite; and:
reigning oraters  He was deficed to goong®
and to arfure the audience My Sheridan:
had faid him under no injunétion notto::
repeat’ the fpcech, and therefore could not

] on that account hive incurred heir dif-:

pleafure.  Diggss went on, nioved tobe *
“heacd, and 4 profeund filence enfued ; he
- repeated what he had been defired, burin

vain; as they had called io fong for Shew::

ridaa, they would infit on having him best
fore them, and his aniwering for himfelfi:

At lift, when they were told he svas polis.-
tively gone hame, they infified on his be-::
1ing fent for, and added, they would wait,

paticutly aphour, as he was known tolive..
.at fome . diftance; and accordingly they.’.
“fat downgquietly to amufe themfelves.

¢ 02de . a motion 1o heard, and - | vail .en him to rsturn back; apd: when

‘Meffengers were difpatched to' the ma;
nages's to acquaint him with the refolutiont;
of the. hotifey but-no--argument-coull-pre-L:
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