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power." Se we say. But what in tho difforonco
between " one man power " and two mon having
the power 1 No rider but God has absolute power.
Whon the power ta rida is invested in one or two
mon there will bu a reign of tyranny. [have never
yet seen the elder or eiders ivho ever attempted ta
force their judgment against tho voice of the
church. The function o! an eider is not ta muako
laws or riles,.but to see that the laws of God and
the-rules of the church are attonded to. When
the eiders assume the right te say vhat hour of the
day we should meut, or what ovening of the wok
we should met for prayer, or who we should
appoint as a deacon-or many other thinga of liko
nature-without the voico of the church, thon
they transcend their mission and thee trouble,
discord and destruction will follow. If those who
say the peopie-the church-or the majority should
not rule in things about which God has epoken
thon * we accept it. No man has any right ta
legislate on what God has said. His word ie final.
A 4l thus saith the Lord," is enough for our rule
of faith.. But whon we come te the thinge about
which God has net spokon, but has left te our own
common ense, the things that are "good," such as
is absolutely necessary in overy church, thne the
majority muet rule. Wo muet have a singing
book, but who ie ta say what kind of a book, Bru.
A. or the church? We need a now stove in the
bouse, the church wants one kind but Sister B.
wanti a different kind. Who je to rule in thuse
cases and many liko cases? With the gracu of
God in aur huarts and common sense in our head
we will gracefully submnit te the majority.

H. MuInAY.

THE FOUR STAGES OF A CHRISTIAN'S
L1PE.

Joy and gladness beam forth on the faces or a
thankagiving household. A beiatiful child appears
upon the firet stage of life. The God of heaven
hait added another blossom to His multiplying
millions to brighton and cheer the home with the
merry voice. The faithful mother ever beside the
cradle vainly tries ta pierce the obscure future.
"An I caring for one who shall break my heart or
raise me ta the height of honor"' se sighs faintly.
God only knows. Watch the footsteps as they
patter along life's rougi way ta innocent sports,
the joys of childhood. Unmmolested by the cares of
life, it moves around, not realizing that the days
are, passing. Sleep, the sweet restorer, soothes
the young mind and pruparus it for the weight of
human burdens. Hear the merry laugh, the
childish saying, the gentle prayer for a night's
protection, the noble thoughts, and say within
yoursolf, " Surely thie one je for good,"

That sweet child that gladdened the household
years past has now grown to a robust youth. Alas,
but a dreamn have my days been. Now I preparo
to meet lions in the way. Now the sorrows and
cares of life shall heap themselves upon me. He
underatands the orage of life, the path and its
many windings. He bas ambition etirred in his
soul and resolves on something high and noble.
le is-eager for the race of lafe; ta enter the paths
hie father trod. Stout.hearte4 and brave ho hast-
ens. to seek ais fortune. He nerves himseolf ta
meet ail obstacles. He shuns the path of sinners,
the door of damnation, as ho has already reaolved
te bu a Christian. In one word, ho je the youth
for any emergency. He knows how te sympathize
with the por and friendless. Great hopes ara
founded upon him. Gentte and sincere are the
words of warning fron his mother's voice. He jie
on the-march of life.

Again the peais of joyous gladness echo through
the old hall. Many are the merry corners withing
the happy couple success in life. The tones of the
old church bell sound abroad the marriage belle.

TiH E CHR ISTIAN.
He haas oleeted a partnier for the battlo' of life.
She i young, beautiful and good. Happy is the
union of two Christians. Joyfully the days paes,
lighted by the counsel of the loving Jesus. Ho
prospers exceedingly, although ho givos anmply ta
the pour, ta missions, to the church. Truly lie ie
a Christian gentleman. Lot us visit his homo. A
briglht light ia glowing within. Around the cheer-
ful fire ait the happy circle with their faces boam,
ing with kindness. As the heur for retiring has
arrived, the great Bible is talkon down, read, and a
:lesaing is asked of God. His family rises to man
and womanhood bearing signs of tha good training
recoived.

Again a voice is huard from the tall spiro. Its
bail tolle the nows of death. Slowly a procession
leaves the old nansion and repairs to the old
churchyard. The prayer je offerod, the hynin
eung, and the body is lest fron eight till the lant
trumpet shall sound and the dead shall bu raised.
It is the body of our once innocent child, our
happy boy, our gay man settled in married life.
Lot us view his last minutes. Ho calls his dear
family ta hie bedoide. He bids good-bye to them
aIl, in parts a blessing, hears a prayer ascend, a
hymn aung, and with his bande folded, his face
turned towards heaven, ho closes his eye in death,
What a blessed death te look upon: net a scono of
agony, in fear of the judgment Would te God
thure were more ench deaths and this would be a
happy world, in ail ita iniquity, woe and death.

HOwARD.

SOMETHING OUR LORD SAI) NOT RE-
CORDED BY THE EVANGELISTS.

Acts xx. 35. "lt is more blessed te give than to
receive.

Many things Jeans did and no doubt said that
we do net find recorded in Matthow, Mark, Luke
or John. John xxi. 35. Ail the sayings of Jesus
woro preciouis as the words of "Teacher come fromn
God." And as we do not find thie sacred truth
contained in the Gospel we regard it as a sacred
gem of Divine import, rescuîed frein oblivion in
the latter treatise by Luke written te Thouphilus,
called " Acts of the Apostles."

Looking at blessednese froin an earthly stand-
point, how easy te get the idea that ail blessedness
cames through receiving only.

[et. It ie blessed ta receive a supply of our
temporal wants; thus we are blessed of God every
day, and we can but say, It je surely bletsed te
reccive.

2nd. Blessed to receivo alleviation of saorrow and
suffering. For sorrow of mind or pains of body,
it is a blessing te receive healing or consolation.
Who doce not congratulate those objects of Christ's
compassion while on earth? Blind Bartimeus, the
man whose son was possessed of devils, the widow
of Nain, etc. Surely in their case it was blessed
ta receive. So when our follow-creatures are poor
or afflicted, sick or in sorrow, how blessed to receive
sympathy and aid.

3rd. It is epecially blessed te receive spiritual
favors. Luke x. 23. Mind dark, blessed to
receive light through the Gospel.

Soul contrite in sorrow for plu. How blessed te
receive comfort and assurance of forgiveness. Only
those who can sing of the now-born joy of sins
forgiven cau ever answer.

How bleesed te recoivo a new naie wPittern in
the Lamb's book of lhie, and ta receive the Divine
assurance that w have been adopted into the
family of God.

While we ponder and think over the great
blessodness of recoiving such favors, both temporal
and spiritual, lot us remomber the words of the
Lord Jesus how He said, " It is more blessed to
give than to recive."

[st. It is more honorable to give than te receive.
Mon often seek honor from wrong sources and

through purely selfiah moans; but thoro is true
honor connooted with liberality and benevolenco.
The honor of a Geo. Poabody will bu bright when
names of statesmen and warriors shall have passed
from tho aarth.

2nd. It je moroprofitable to givo than to rocoivo,
for by benevolenco we improvo our own charactor
at the saine time wo impart blessings to ochors, so
this incroaso tho talont G.d has given us.

3r d. It is more Christ-like to give than to recoive.
In ordor thait wo might receive life and immortality
the Son of God, for our sakes, becaime pour, and
gare years of time, gave infinito power, gave flowing
tears, gare Rie porson to the ooldier, gave Hie
back to the lash, gave His chook te the %mitora,
gave His hoad to the thorns, and gave His lifo on
the cross.

lu giving, thon, wo becomo liko Jeans on earth
and are brightoning our prospects of finally being
conformed te Hie image in heaven.

Roader, ara you toul ing for an opportunity to
blees and ho thus blessed in return by giving
somewhat of your means for the furtherance of the
cause of our Divine Mater? Then read again Bro.
Furd's letter in the January number of TIE Cntais-
TIAN, In which ho states the needs of our Mission
Board in order that it may ho onabled to carry out
its noble undertakings for the extension of the
borders of Zion and salvation of procious souls, and
as you pend in your aid to Bro. Capp do your bast
ta thus confer blessedness on others, at the sane
time "rIemember the words of the Tord Jeans how
He said, It is more blesed te give than te receive.

H. A. DEVoB.

WIIEAT AND TARES.

In dealing with this subject wo do not wish to
force our interpretation or our opinions upon the
minds of any one. W simply wish ta contrant
our opinions and ideas with others, in order togain
more light, and aise te add some additional light
if possible. The parable in question ie one of the
most difficult of the mauy propounded by our Lord.
To find its didactic drift is iot an easy matter.
We understand a parable ta be an allegorical rela-
tion of something real in life or nature ftom which
a moral ie drawn for instruction. And as the
parabolie teachings of Jues have direct roference
te the kingdom of heavon they are of great interest
to us. In the parable under consideration, our
Lord selects a sower, saine seed, and a field, from
which ta draw the moral He wished te teach.
Soie may argue that He did net compare the
kingdom ta the field, or te the seed, but te the
man ; but this nethod of argument only stultifies
the didactic import of the parable. The great
Teacher had noi need te say the Kingdom of Heaven
ie like unto a man (sower) some seed and a field.
We understand that in order te produco a crop of
whoat we muet have the seed and the soit and
some one te do the labor (sowing). Therefore the
sower and the field are indispensable in this case.
1 boliove the most definite solution of this parable
depende upon the construction placed upon the
expression "Kingdom of Heaven." if, in the
sonse the Lord uses it huro, it has direct referonce
te the professed chuîrch, then it je difficult to ascer-
tain the direct meaning of the parable. In the
"Emphatic Diagiott" (Wilson),Basileia ton ourane-e
is rendered " kingdom of the heavens." l the
twenty-fourth verso the "Diaglott'l reads thus:
" Tho Kingdom of Heaven may bu compared te a
field in which the owner sowed good grain." Now
we will observe that the Kingdom ie compared to
the field. But in the thirty-firat verse the King-
dom is compared ta a grain of mustard, or te a seed
of the mustard. Aise in the thirty-third verso the
same idea is expressedt it i the leavon instead of
the meai. Again, in the forty-fourth verse the
Kingdom is compnred te the treasure, net the field.


