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MUNICIPAL
DE PARTMENT

THE USE 0F STREETS BY PRIVATE
CORPORATIONS.

The order reccntly granted by the Board
of Aldermien nf Boston, says Engineering
Record, to the Bay State l>ncurnatic De-
livery Company for the lise oi the streels
of thait city for the purposes of the comn-
pan' %vithouit conmpensation, lias again
rajscd ani nid quebtion wvhich affects the
interests of aIl municipalities. 'lle order
grantcd by the Boston Aldermen tvas
vetoecl by the 7Uaýor on :sî.îîutar) grounds,
so that it %vas not necessarv for hiîm ta
diEcuss any question of public cxpediency
or of the inanifcst equities of the matter.
This order u~as also granted in the fate of
a re.onmcndation of a special commission
on thec finances of Boston ta the effeci
that the hiolders of sinîllar franchises
shnuld pay for the privileges gratnted to
thenm. he argument tvas tirged by the
prinatic coumpany thait ilie increased
facilities for niail delivery and the trans-
mission nf packages wouid be of so niuch
public bencfit that a free use ofithe streets
%vould only le reasonable. It tas also
urged that ihe sysieni oi pncumiatic trans-
mission which the conipanty propased ta
use was so largely of an experirnental
character thai lie enterprise should nof
be handi(apped by paynients for the use
ai streets in which ta lav its tubes.

lit cannai be dlenied that there may be
conditions under wvhicl thiese arguments
possess considerable force. ln the case
oi simili miunicipajities wvhose growth
woiild be sîiilated or whibse pîusperity
%vould be enfrînted bv enterprises really
ser% ing public cndb, it obviotisly wvould be
public polîcy ta encourage themi by relief
froni compen>ation for the use af streets
ni for nîher public i.îvors unril the dcvelop-
mient (f sutficient business slîould create
tie obligation tai mîke financial return fur
the p)ri'.ilcges they enjoy.

X'ery few citizens oi any city woiild
prob.îbly deny the vildîdty ai tthîs gencral
principle, and yet tliere are iinny cities
at thie present tîîne whcre entier grants
are pendîrîg in violation of it or where it
is praciically impossiffle ta secure its ap-
plication ; and there is at least ane city
where a nearly or quite succcssiul attempt
is beini- made ta rcscind an application af
severdl years' standing. In many ofithese
cases it miust bc admitted that corrupt in-
fluences aid niatcrially towards such ends,
but in tUi majority of instances a lack ai
intelligence on the part ai uhe granting
bodies i% probably tîte main evil.

Inlarge cities like Botton and theatilier
Zgre.at municipalities of the country fratn-
rhi"ý ;n~<N th- ki'e of S-r(et. cr oiler
grant-, oi a similar nature are ai greai
value, and no valid reason can be assigneci
for relief froni payzncnt ai reasonable
compenîsation or front the performance ai
reasonable dutnes of a conipensatory char-

acter. It frequcnîly may be difficult ta
fix cubher a pericctly just compensation or
perfectlyjusî duties, but there can be fia
doubi thiat there should he some return
for the benefits reccivcd, and experience
lias invariabiy shown that where comn-
pensations ind duties (either flxed or
giadcd) are prescribed they are placed taa
high. Indeed it is wise s0 ta adjudicate
mnatteis ofi tlîis kind that private enter-
prise ivill bc encoutiged rather than ob-
structed, but that wvisd.on should flot be
turncd int public !oss, or wvorse, by re-
lieving tlie beneitted corporations aof the
obligations which praperly belong ta
thiein. This is fia theoretical view of the
inaîter, as is atteCed by tht experience ai
cities like Newv York and Philadelphia, as
wcil as nmany others, where the municipal
revenues have enjoyed the advantages
bath ai compensations paid by corpora-
tions ushng streets and ai the performance
ai sucit duties as paving ivithin prescribed
limnits. The results are satisfactory for
the reason that they involve simple equiîy
and justice tai the parties concerned, and
the city ai Boston ivill make a seriaus
mistake if it dozs not atiain the saine
ends.

A GOOD ROADS PARLIAMENT.
Secretary Morton, ni the Department

ai Agriculture, at WVashington, has issued
a caîl for a good roads parliament t0 be
lield at Atlanta, Ga., in October, tînder
the auspices ai the Cotton States and In-
ternational Exposition. The Secretary
lias- madç_jIis j.pitation.broAd_enoRugh ta
include every persan interested in the sub-
ject ai improved highways, for it isad-
diessed ta "aIll legally autharized argani-
zations ai officiais and ai private individu-
aIs tvho have given special attention ta
this stîbject." The dates fixed are Octo-
ber 17, i8 and 19, and the hall ai the
flouse af Represenitatives, ai Atlanta will
be the meeting place. The Secretary
states iliat real progress in ruad improve-
ment is abserved by the Department ai
Agriculture since the organization afube
office ai road enquiry. The invitation ta
the parliament is uîrged tîpon ail State
highway commissions, State and local
road iinproveinent associations, and upon
commercial bodies and boards ai trade
ar.d transportation, agricuitural socieuies
and f.trmiers' organizations, universities,
agricultural colleges and engineering
schools, societies ai civil enjîneers, bu-
nie societies, the League ai Anierican
\Vheclincn, carniage and bicycle builders'
associations, and ail other organizations
or individuals espccially concernced in the
impravemenu ai highiways.

The by-law mvhich was ta have been
submitied ta the taxpayers of Nanaimo on
the 3ist ultimo, authorizing the City
Council ta purchase the property ai the
Water Works Company and ta raise a
lc>an af $65,ooac for that purpose, bas been
withdrawn, a legal opinion having been
given that the by-law was not drawn in
accordance with the siatute. It is pro-
bable uhat anather by-4aw wili shortly be
submitted.

The disadvantages ai compressed as-
pliait pavements are ascribcd by the
Semaine du Batiment ta the use ai the
powdcred asplialt at different temperàl.
turcs, and to -the insuficenî ptessure-
about 8a kilos. per square centimfetre,
equal ta 1,136 l1b. per sq. inch-which can
be applicd ta it iii: situi. To avoid these
troubles there have recently been ùscd in
France paving blocks maîde fromn asphait
pow.der heated icý 120 deg. and then
maulded, ai a pressure ai 900 kilos. per
square centinetre-2,780 IL. per square
inclh-into blocks 8 in. bY 4 in. by i 8 in.,
wli are set in o'6 in. ai cernent mortar,
and are said ta give satisfactary resulîs.

'lle terriule destruction ofilife and prap-
erty which followed the faiture af the
reservair at Bauzey, *y whichi a large area
tvas made desolate, hias caused M. Loewvy
ta consider the construction af reservairs.
A paper by hini on the subject tvas read
ait the lasi meeting of the French
AcadéSmie deu Sciences. M. Loey
ascribes aIl failures ta fissures in the
masonry af the ernbankmients. Water
enters, and flot oniy is mrortar îvashed
aWay, ýut there is a sort ai leverage ex-
erted againsi flic sîdes ofithe fissure wvhich
the banik cannot resist. NI. Loewy pro-
poses iliat a second bank or w~all should
be always formed iii front ai the main
wall and bound ta il by cross walls. In
case ai a leakage the ivater would run into
inîervening spaces or wells, and the pies-
sure would be t aken affilie main wall.
For a tiAne, at leasi, a catastrophe would
be avoided. Moreaiver, the people having
charge ai the reservoir could perceive thé
danger, and a reniedy could be provided.
The principal obstacle ta the proposai is
one ofcost. The construction aireservairs
is costly, and sharchiolders ai wvater com-
parties would not care to have it increased.
At presenu very few accidents happen, and
the introduction ai a continuious outer
wvall miglit leai ta carelessness in super-
intendence. -Builders' Reporter.
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