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DRAWING NEAR.,

Tha dato for tho dlstribution of rc vards
in our great final compotition is rapidly ap-
proachisg. Iundrods have embraced the
opportunity offercd to becomo participators
in this last groat allotment of mognificent
gifts. The particulars of thia competition
will be found on pago 22, togother with alist
of & fow of tho prizes offcred. Ounc dollar will
secure you a four months’ subscription to
TroutH, with tho more than poesible chance
of getting one of the awards offered, and
also the privilege cf entering tho competi.
tion for Trurtu Vills, the beaunt:ful Toron-
to residence, If you do not embraco this
opportunity now you will foroever regret
the #ll-luck which caused you to neglect en-
tering asa compotitor in this liberal of-
fer of TRoTH publisher.

WHAT TRUTH SAYS
After this weck, ;r;l_lmtil turther notico,

we shall discontinude all n onoy prizes in the
s.veral departments of Tnura,

An cffort is being maie to erect a magui-
ficont bronze atitue in memory of the late
Rev. Egrrion Ryerson, D.D., the founder of
the exc: llent common ' chool aystem in On-
tario  Already forty thousand do'lars have
becn su's rib d for the purpose, but itis ca-
timat d that at least sixty thousand will be
uceded to carry out the pro-ent design. The
treasnrer of the fund is Mr. W. S, Leo, of
Toronto. Contributions will be thankfully
received. Probably no man worked more
oarn stly for his country than dil the late
Dr. Rycrson, and probably, to, no manis the
country go deeply indebted for the high
avorago of intclligence among tho people.
Dr. Ryerson was an ablc contrsversinli. tand
dealt out mmany a hard blow to those who
crosscd bis path but now that ke is gone
fow caro to call into yucstion the purity of
his purposo, or the success of his cducationay
cfforta,

Monday of last week was a Roman Cath-
olic Saints’ dny of somekind, and consequent-
1y & holiday in the Province of Quebec.
The House of Commons did not mect that
day in conacquence. Wednceday following
was Dominion Day,and conscquently a legal
holiday, but tho House of Commons went on
withits usual businessall tho saame. Trun
may not be aa well posted asit should bo
regarding tho holiday business in cobanec.
tion with Parliament, but on the face of it
there is tho appearance of both sidea trying
sgain toshow duc deference to the Fronch
support.  So much of that kind of thiog has
been practiscd th t people are growing sick
of it. On a rccont oceazion Grip repreacat.
ed Sir John and Mr. Blake as both prostrat.
ing themielves beforo the French votor and
asking him to kindly step on them. MMoat
peoplo felt that Grip had pretty well caught
the spirit of the party loaders. So longas
tho English-speaking Canadians persist in
quarrcling among thomaclves and always
dividingabout evenly, 80 long will the unit-
ed Frenchminorty hold the balanceof power
and 10 long will it bo favored.

Henry Ward Beecher is naw an old man,
having passed his throo score and ton years.
o appoars to bo living long nough to mod
ity all tho views of his carlivr ministorinl
life. His last modification isia regard to
tobacco using. fo has Ueen a atrong anti-
tobacco man, and once hold that tko uso of
tobacco would lead to rumand rum to sheol.
He now says from Plymouth pulplt that he
docs not think so any more. Not lvog ago
ho aunounced his modification of all his old
views ubout theatre-going, and for the rost
of his life he intends to go whenovor he can.
It is some tlme since he modified on total-
abstinence, and . n eternal punishment, and
sovoral other of his earlior views, At tho
rato things are going ho promiscs to live
long enough to modify about all the viewa
of any marked importance he ever held re-
garding social and moral reforms. Whether
his congregation goes on modifying .18 fast as
the pastor, TrRuTIt is not informed.

Aun honest attompt is being made In tho
United States to protect the laborer as well
as the manufaclurer, and it remains to bo
seen how far such an effort may prove suc.
cessful, For years past the manufacturors’
products have been protected by a high tar
iff. Oao strong plea in favor of such a poli-
cy was that manufacturers and laborers in
Ameoricachould not bo compelled to competo
againat the ‘‘pavper laborers of Europe.”
That policy, bowever, did not prevent the
pauper laborers from immigrating to Ameri-
ca and glutting the labor market here. In
order to meet that difbculty a law was en-
acted last year in thointercst of thelaborers,
making it 2 penal offeaco to brivg laborers to
the United States under contract, or to as-
sist in tho payment of the pasange of such,
This, of courss, was levelled at the manu-
facturers, the employers of labor. The Na-
tion, of & xccent issue, states thatten Irish
girls were under detention at Castle Gardon,
New York, becauscthoy came under contract
to work forsomcbody whoadvanced themoney
to astist in paying their passage. Of courso
that is ono of the legitinizto fruits of such a
law. Bartholdi’s grand atatuo of *Liberty
Enlightening the World ” on its lofty ped-
estal at tho catrance of Now York Haroer,
would bo an intcresting object to theso Irish
girls. 1f they aro to bosent back to their
native land under the provisions of the oxist-
ing law thoy ought to be shown tho site, at
least, of the great atatuc on their way out.

According to recent amendments to tho
postage law in tho United States, which
wont into force on tho lat inst. aaingle post-
ago Ietter may weigh one ounce iratcad of
half an ounce, as formerly. It is high timo
that a similar amendment should be mado i
Canada. An ounco is a Jight weight fora
lctter anyway, and to makoa less weight a
dividing line always creates a good deal of
trouble and confusion. Qur lette~ postage
is threo cents againat two cents among our
ncighbors, but in Canada pewapopers aro
carricd post free whilo they are charged one
cont per pound across the line. In view of
tho fact that the post offico, as well 23 overy

other department, ought to tobo zolf-sus.
taining, as far as practicablo, it would beo

just as woll to doliborato pretty well regard-
ing the matter beforo lottor poztago is ro-
duced hero, though TruTiican soo no valid
roason why the weight of singlo Canadian
lette 3 may not be iocreascd at onco.

The vory loose laws in many of the Amer
ican States regarding divorco aro surely pro
ducing their doplorablo results in regard to
au cqually looso stato of things regarding
tho marrisgo relation, Last work an 1)
nois woman of ninetecn ycars was marricd
for the fourth time, and the second time to
the same husband. All of tho men sho has
married aro now living, and one of them, at
loast, has one or two other living wives.
What aro the possibilities of numerous hus-,
bands to an enterprising young woman liko
that, undor ruch marriage and divorcelaws,
time alone will tell, There seoms to be
somothing unbecoming in tbe people of
Iilinois inciting a crueado against poly.
gamy in Utah whep such a stato of things
exists at home. It is ovident enough that
people enter into matrimony very lightly
when they know that divorces canbe pro-
curcd onsuch slight protexts. In somo Statea
theanuual proportion of divorces to marriage
has been has high as one third. Hundreds
of people are being yoarly re.married to
thoae from whom they were previously di-
vorced. Matters appearto bo growing from
bad to worae. In tho interests of socicty
thore ought to be a movoment sgainat di-
vorco as well as against polygamy ia the
Great Republic, or society must begin to
fall to picces. .

Spurgeon, the great L ndon preacher, has
Juat beoa creating quite a sensation by writ-
ing a very strong article over his own aig
nature in regard t~ tho abominablo sins ot
mcn in high places in England. A promin-
cnt judgo died a year or 80 ago in a house of
proatitution in London, but tho matter was
pretty well smothered up.  Spurgeon boldly
intimatesthatagood manyothermenwhohave
attained to places of position and honor are,
morally, just as filthy and degradea. Lon,
don of old, hebelieves, saw nogreater mora]
iniquitics among its leading men than does
London of to day. Such sturtling assertions
from a man like Spurgeon arc cnough tostir
the nation, Is it posaiblo that in the reign
of tho pure Victoria s0o much rottenness ex-
ists immediately under the polished surfaco »
Ioasibly, in tho light of to-day, such iniqui-
ties arcmuch mareclearly sot forth than ever
bofore. The old fashioucd practico of say-
ing nothing about the prirato sinsof a pub
lic man is, happily, becoming discarded
both in England and Canada, and it is well
for tho intcrests of morality that such is
tho caso.

Amicable arrangem cnts havo been ado
for tho continuance of the fishery treaty be-
tween the United Statea and Canada until
the cnd of tho year, 8o that the scrious con-
fusionof breakingitofT inthe very midstof tho
busy fishing scason has been averted 1t
Leging to look probable that the presont
Washington Government will show a dis-

position to enter into a new treaty on favor- | iy temains ta be scen
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posed thot u Demoerat Goverement at Wash.
ington would bo fasorsbly to wmore liberal
trade relations with Canadun, W ehall roon
have the oppurtunity of seeing 1f such is the
caso.  Huw long & hugh commercing t bincwa
wall shall bo maintamed between the twe
countries is a matter et u great deal of i
portanco to all classes of tho people,

1t isto bio foared that a reat deal of we
rious trouble may yob ccue to us in conwe
quenco of tho persistent interfering of 1o
minion ofliciala in Provir. inl politiral affuiry,
and vice rersn. Swely  the par'y wiro
pullers at Ottaws, or at the respective P'ro
vincial capitals, havo :juite enough to do in
the managoment of their own affajrs to well
occupy their attention without bringing
about entargling complications by outside
interforenco. In conncction with the recent
West Algoma Provineial elections the Dom
inion Promier is reported to havo written
the local caudidate a letter, to be ueed for
election purposes, in which were the folluw.
ing siguificant sentonces: —** It seemns to mo
if tho peoplo of Algama West only under
stood the cminent service %ou can render
themn as their representative thoy will elect
you by'a handeome majority."” (f courss that
was hawked about as a very signiticant winl
that somo eminent services could bo done
e Ottawa by electing o man for the Toronto
Legislature. The worst of it is that he Grits
aro just aboutas great sinners in these mat
ters, and they arc not in a rodition to first
cast a stone at nu otfendeor canght in tho act.
Daringthe recent P'rovincial clectionsawhole
lot of political missionaries sallicd forth from
their places in the Commons to help manip.
ulate affairs in the various countics, and
thoy weropretty ovenly divided between tho
two aides of the Houto. The people wonld
consult thoir own interests if thoy sacnt off
such intruders with a very significant hiut
that they woald bo thought more of if they
attended to their own legituuato aflaira.

Great Brit in has now a Tury governmant
again, and time will snon tell what national
changes muy bo brought about in conse
queace. It ix - aite poasiblo that the mem
bers of the now Liuvernment will not find it
convenient to carry out in othice many of the
schemes advoeated i appoaition  If the
country is to have ““a spirited palicy ' vy
g«rding forcign affsire, a crding to the ohl
time ideas, the chances are, cven yet, of o
war with Russia, and another Egyptian
campaign. lrish affaira may be managed in
an cntirely different spirit.  Prolally fow
prime ministers ever tri.d more carnestly to
avert war than did Me, Gladstone. o
bably that was one seurco of his weakness
with a large body of the people. “British
plack™ is something the nation evilnt'y de-
Jights to glory in, and the numbera are not
a few who arc detirous of thrashing any
body who may happen te s*aud in the way,
as an evidence of real jluch  The bettar
thinkiag men of the natien are dreadicg war
far moro than their ancestora did, but

whe her the lovers of p ar e -reyetinm:jor
The [o itical his-

ableterms, and also intoa generalreciprocity : tory of Engla: d for 1587 wif! he ane ef great
treaty with Canada. It has been loog sup-  intereat.




