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Baturday morning, the 11tk of November,
1838 —The proparation of batteaux and
barges this morningat the village of Lachine
was evidenos of some importsnt move
to advance efther on Chateauquay or Beau-
harnois. The men looked to their guos and
sccoutrements to be ready for any sudden
call, These batteaux were vsed that night
40 cross to Canghnawsgs, as stated in our
last peper in TaoTR,

The bugle ssund to muster was a daily
all. Atthe muster this mornlisg a demand
wsa made for twenty-five,voluntesrs to take
charge of the steamer to the Casoades with
the arms snd clothing for the Glengarriss.
Every maun iu the ranks stepped foriward to
g0, Therequisite number was soen selected
and marched on board—the writer among
them.

During the pravieus fow days news had
veached us of the gallant affairs by the
frontier volantiets at Laoolle and Oddll-
town. Stray reports had eome that the
Amerioan sympathisers were collecting in
foroe at Ogdemaburg to crom to Preacott,
when they heard shatythe Glengarry High-
landers had left Upper Canada. The pext
week brought news how our Brookville and
Prescott boysacquitted thamselves 20 nobly
at the battle of the Wind MUl Poing, at
Prescott. Several hundreds of lives were
sacrificed in these different battles. Menof
the present day know little cf the sufferings
and hardships endured by the velunteers of.
thoss days. Every mun bors himself proundly
as if the fate of the empire reased on bis
good old musket and biswell-filled cartouche
box !

All on board: it was a little paffing
steamer, not much lerger than one of these
swall togs 10 be now seen on ofr canals
during the asummer. There were many
anxioss eyes cast after us and many good
wishes expressed for our sale return. The
reader will remember that it was en the
previsus Saturday that the steamer ¢ Henry
Brosgham " "was captursd by the patriots,
and our litte steamer with its precions
load of axmi and clothing was just starting
10 pass over the sawe waters, with snemies
everywhere around us.

This w» ~i first sail on Lake St Louis,
n fact it was our first sail on a steamer,
The watér was amooth, without a xripple.
The boya being op for a lark, baving lsarned
that the pattiots had Do cannon, “‘helda
countil of war,"” and ordered all the mat.
trasses in the boat $0 be carried sothe dedk,
with which they lited the side of the steam.
er-facing the shore, a8 a protection from
bullets, ‘and then prevalled upen the
captatn to run close into the Beauharnols
shore, just out of gun-shot reach. It waaa
mad prank! Had the patriots known the
value of our cargo, and the weakness of the
gusrd, they might—being 3,000 to 4,000
strong--have capturcd the wholeofus. We
possed within a mile of the town; the
patciota were zeen in hundreds en the shore.
They remained silent spectators of owr
onward course, doubtless wondering who or
what we wers. FPoor fellows! they were
ignorant of our mision and of our weakness,
and 41s0 of the fate which befal them before
thé dawn of the next morning ¢

In due coures, just about duk, we ap-
proached the onsoades, alowly and cautious.
1y steaming up to the old mall steamer

wharf. o did not know who were there;
on nearing it we recognized the bonnots of
the Glengarries. To our cheer theirs in re-
spense came. Woe then learned that a com-
pany of them bad beem loft in charge of
the villsge. It appears now nearly In.
credible that $hese men were there for three
days without bhearing a word from Lanhine ;
commaunication was interrupted,

Woe learned from them that the Glengar-
ries had been looking for us ever since the
provious Thursday, and on that moraing
{Saturday) bad crossed the St. Lawrenoe
at Hungry Bay, above Coteau du Iac, to
to march down on Boauharnois, The cap-
tain of the company would not receiva the
arms and olothisg from us, his force being
too small, he sald, to protect them, We
were therefors cbliged to kesp them on
boaxrd.

Night closed in. It was clear and cold.
O ur position wassota very comfortableone
We-had $o keep a striot guard all night—no
sleep. We were withiz seme fire miles of
the patriot camp. Whatif they had known
our pesition and bad had pluck? In pre-
paring to make curselves comfortable for
the ‘night, fansy our surprise to find that
we had Iefc Lachine witbout laying in pro.
visions of any kind, not even, asour old
drill'sergens said, having one ration of grog
for bim! There was nota loaf of bread nor
even s bisouit to be had in the village, the
Glengarrics had eatan them clean out, Some
of us did not get a bite for thirty six hours,
oot till after our return to Lachine the next
afderneon.

The listle steamer’s deck was our home
that night, hungry but not cold, for we had
plenty of firewood. Bye and bye, as dark-
ness set in, our eyes were atrained to catch
any movement on the Beaubarnols side of
the 8t. Lawrence. Moving, fickering
flashes were to be seon hare and thers
on the opposite shore ; what were these?
It was soon discovered, er, at least, we

| believed theae lights to indicate the line of

raarch of the Glesgarry men, nearly 2,000
strong. The flashes we attributed to the ro-
flaction of he moonlight on their gons.
Nigh on fifty yeers have come and gove
slooce that eventinl night when we paced the
deck of our little steamer close by the old
whar! at the Cazcades. Let us try and
picture our then dangerous position, which
at the time and under the consequent ex-
citement we did not seriously realize,
Within some £ve miles of na was the chief
patrdot camp of about 4,000 men, They
had it in their power, bad they had courage,
to capture our boat, cargo, and the whole of
our Uttle band of twenty-five! e ought
not to bave remained over night with our
valaable cargo in 35 dangerous and exposed
a position. We should have steamed back
to Lachine,

Asnight grew on apace our gazs was con-
stantly directed to the march of the Glen-
gurrics ; at times their line of march would
be lost to view by some curve or other ob.
stroction of the road, thence emerging they
marched ateadily onward, in regular order,.
or apparently so to us, from our distant,
midnight view point, The afght or scens
was grand beyond description! Our know-
ledge that they were the Glepgarrics was
gathered from the guard in the village,
otherwiss we would have put them down as
» body of the patricts on some midnight
wxpedition.

‘We pamed a sleepless, anxiousnight, con-
stantly o the watoh, Nothing worthy of
note occurred, except that a small boat
twice sppeared near us by the shore, witha
covplo of men in it. This gave us m0.cea.

carn at the time as they pretended to belong
to the village.

After the dispersion of the patriot camp
we learned, to our astonishment, that our
povition had been visited that night,and that
an agtack was planned and would have been
made on us early on Sunday morning by a
body of ploked men from the patriot camp.
The march of the Glengarry men and their
arrival in the neighborhood of Boauharnols
about midnight of Saturday diverted tho
attention of tho patriotsa to matters nearor
their own home and saved us from falling
into their hands,

The roturn home and vur viait to Beau-
harnois on Sunday morning will appear in
our next.

UNDER THE FIGTREE;
OR, LIFE IN BARBADOS.—NO. 2.

BY RRV. H. W, ATIWATER.

In the hope that my first paper respect-
ing Barbados Island may have proved of
aufficient interest to the readersof TRuTH
to justify me in inflictlog another, I venture
upon a few notes on the socia), as influenced
by the religious life, of the natives. *¢ Under
the Figtree ”* is not intended to be suggest-
ive of apy comparison of the said natives
with the ons who originally merited an
encomium from the highest source for his
guilelessvess ; but in fact quite the roverse,
as the figtree in this case is associated with
a circumstance which has a prior date. Tho
bearded figtree of Barbados is that from
which it derives its name, given it by the
Portugese, and is said to be atree of the
same genus as that from which our first
parents obtained the aprons, and the matting
suspended from the branches, and formed of
intertwined twige, certuinly would answer
the purpese. The religion of the Island,
regarded as a profession o adherence to
some particular form, was divided at the
1aat census amongst the following: Church
of Hpgland, 151,000; Wesleyan, 13,000 ;
Moravian, 5 000; Roman Catholic, 524; Jows,
23; and not stated nearly 1000.

All denominations rest on an equal basis
in relation to Government support, which is
in the ratio of their cumerical status.

Notwithstanding the bitter hatred, and

TBR STREONG PREJUDICE
existing in the Island againat *‘color,” the
Government liberally provides the very
beat educational facilitios and religious op-
portunities for the blacks, although, of
ccures, the number of places of worship is
out of proportion to the density of the popu-
laticn. As a consequence of this, where
ordinary efforts are made by the clergy to
promote the religious welfare of tho people,
the churches are crowded to excess, and ap-
plications, backed ©p by a tender of the
requisite four ahillings, are made in vain for
eighteen inches of space in the church;
whilst indifference, or apathy, the result of
a settled conviction that the blacks are un-
worthy of attention, produce their patural
results. The eflects of -edncation, and
especially religions education, upon the
Congo or Pongs mind, ave various, and cer-
tainly embrace self.confidence. In hix low-
eat state, thenegrois, in his own eatimation,
the equal of the white; with intellect do-
veloped, where thereis capacity for develop-
ment, he becomes infinitely superior, and
speaks of the ‘‘poor buochra® with con-
tempt. In the educational institution, it
is found that the intelloctunl power of the
black (oone of the beat at any time) wancs
early ; whilst thoee who have an admixture
of white blood—(no uncommon thing in
Barbados)—excel their white brethren,
Henoe colored men are found in thy ranks
of the logal and other profemirus in the
Island, one of them filling at present,

with credis, the positica o¥ Attorney Gen-

oral. 8oclally, however, tho linc of de
mareation {s clearly drawn, and thereisng
atercourse betwoon tho whites and blacks,
the former meoting the latter only in thel
countipg houses on equal terms; Lut o
casionally soms erratio *‘bucchra” violate
the social code, (as in the case of two clerics)
and {ucurs ostracism fromaoclety by hymen.
eal union with the colored or black people,

The religion of the negro does not depend
upon the particular church, and no denom.
ination can attribute tho erratic tendencies
of .he mombers of other churches to the
aystem undor which they aro trained, asiy
too frcquently the case with the narrow.
minded votarics of the multifarious religions
systems of warring Christendom. This
argument, if admitted, could be nsed with
greater force against Christianity as
wholo by atheists and infidels, Emotional.
ismn is found about as zafe a test of piety
smongst the untutored Africons asit i
when found at a modern camp-mecting or
rovival ; a8 good & test, in fact, as isthe
being “‘a communicant,” or * member of the
church,” ete., tho expression in vogus
amongst those who strain at a gnat and
swallow a camel.  The religious negro will,
as a goneral thing, on his way home froma
participation in the means. of grace, steal
his neighbor's yams, or alaughter bis
pet ewe lamb, yet thero aro some amongit
them whose morality is not inferior
to that of any people, but they are
raroly found, and cno cannot cxpect much,
perhaps, from apeople just emancipated
from slavery. Tho improvement in the
moral condition of tho negroes, indeed,
would scem to be in tho inverze ratio to
tho oprortunities of improvement, asea
aged Rural Dean and Rector infornied me
that when heo took charge of his parih
thirty years previously, he could safely sp
point any momber of his congregation tos
position of trust in a parochial zocicty, but
that at the present time it wounld bo diff-
cult to find one. With all tho religiousad-
vantagesand cducational facilitics provided
by the direction of bencficent Imperial
suthority for the ameclioration of the ca
dition of tho manumitted slaves, there ca
belittle doubt bhut that, if left to them
sclves,
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or any of tho other islands, would bo little
betterin a few years than the Hajtiary,
whose human sarcrifices, in preservation o
their heathen superstitions, aro well koowe
to the authoritics, though no steps ame
taken to prevent them, Whilo *Obiab”
rotaivs the hold it has at prescnt cn tie
negro mind, all cleoin the domain of reli
clovs influcnce, must be subrervient toit
The belief in, and practice of this supenti:
tion, are found in all tho West Indisnl:
lands, but perhaps may bo secn in greatest
perfection in Trinidad, as dezcribed by
Kingeley. In Barbados, the operatiors
the Obiah doctors are limited, owing tote
stringent meaaurcs adopted for its suppre
sion, It is no uncommon thing, though, ¥
find that the anxiety for the sacred ordiz:
ances is based upon the conviction thatth
inflaence of Obish will thus be counterst
od. Neither aro cases rare in which a welt
to-do pegro, finding the thrce whitee.f
heads in a triangular poaition before b
door in the morning, together with a i
of rusty nails, and feathers, at onen expat
ences the pain, which, existing only i inv
gination, yet forbodes death, or scme ¢it
calamity, unless the gods bo a* onco o
tinted by » sacrifice of his crop of yams &
awect potatocs %o the copidity of the Obid
doctors, Astho pricat of Oairis wasth
termination of tho worship, unknown totlt
Fgyptian devolee, wheso intellectuality 3




