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IPsRE DrNT'S ADDRESSý BEFORMÀ TIIE TORONTO ACA\DEMY
0F MEDICINE.

13v JOHN FRQUSON, M.A., 'Mi..

0 N the receip)t of tht' cablegrami front Col. llerbcert A. Býruce, inforin-.
~/ing the secretary of the'Aadm that, owving toô his miilitarym.v-nedical

duities abroad demarnding a. prolonge(d absenue fromt Toronito, het feit it
to be hlia duty to resignl the ofliee of presidtvnt, to whivh hie wavleeted
last spring, the' Councwil placed uipon mie the responsibilities of the higb.
est office in. the gift of the FelIlows. When 1 look baei(k over the, Iist of
the istinguiishied gentlemen who hiave preceded(( mie in thie presidential
chair. and recail their miany gifts and talents of heaid andi heart, andi
their brilliancy of expression, it will at one biecome apparent withi whVat
trepidations I appear before you on this ocsn.This difficulty is
broughit to the point of positive dliscouragemient when 1 thinik of whlat a
wise and genial ruder my immediate predecessor, Dr. W. Il. 13. Mikins,
on ail occasions proved himself to be. You wvilt, 1 know, be lenient in
your criticisama; for 1 have not ha i the time, and I feu, I have flot the'
ability, to prepare a message worthy of the' audienee I see before mne
this evening. But 1 arn here at your commnand, and, as Locklsly saiti
to Prince John, "Nevertheless, 1 will ohey your pleasure,- and, like
Hubert in hia turu, '<A man can but do his best." Conmpared w'ith the'
communication that Col. Bruce could have given uis fromi the stirring
events ln Europe, anything coming fromn me must prove tame, indeed;
and cannot but he regarded as kiego intervallo fromn that to whieh von
have been looking forward.

The Toronto Academy of Medicine is now entering uipon ils tenthi
session, and, although stîll quite youug, hias attained great strengthi, hias
struck its roots deep into a fertile soit, has reared its branches aloft to
the gaze of ail, and is yielding splendid f ruitage lu its social andi svien-
tifle achievements. When the' Academny of Medicine speaks out on any)
public question its voice has welght, and la heard over a far flung area,
like that of Stentor. It is becominig more andi more apparent that the'
objecta of the Academy are not selfish or for class privileges, buit triy
aitruistie sud for the' gooti of the public. This is well borne out b)y the'
origiu of the Academny. It la now a little over nine years since the
Ontario Library Association, the' Toronto Medical Society, the Torontoý
Clinical Society and the' Toronto Pathological Society realizeti the true
ineaziing of the words of Longfellow that "-Ail your strengthla is i your


