
OiRIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

On the subjeet of oui' newer ideals in dealing with the insne, Dr.
Forster quoted fromn the address of Dr. W. A. White on the occasion of
Iaying the eornier-stone of te .John llùbner Psychiatrie Building of the
-9pringfieId State Hlospital:

"The literai application of the doctrine of diabolical possession
ma 'y have gonie ont and at least in rnany places did go ont of existence,
but there remainedl a certain attitude towards those of diseased mind,
which was not very.ý different from that boru of this horrid superstition.
Tlhe uxentally diseased were considered, just as though they had beeni
under the influence of the superstition, to bie beings apart fromn othei;:
*crazinless' was at condiition which was not capable of being understood
and which had the peeuliar effect of isola.ting and ostraeîzing those Who
suffered front it. Mlon.- with this attitude, born of ignorance, there
naturail 'y went the twin brother of ignorance, fear. For wherever there
is jack of understanding, wherever phenomiena are enveloped ini mystery,
wherever the source of events is unknown, we always find fear. Ignor-
ance and fear then have been the great obstacles that have had to bie
overcomle ini deaîÎing with the probleins of the care and treatmnent of tIle
mientsiily diseasedl.

Th~e reader of the paper theiî referred to the nianyv definitions of
inqanity, and that the subject of insanity was shrouded in a good deal
or ,nys;tery. lie referred to an article recently in which ten definitions
of ingality, were given; and new ones were being advanced daily.

Two years ago the ternis "lunatic" and "asylura" were rernioved
fro the statutes; and voluntary admission was permitted. Sînce then
the doors have beeni opened to those who wishied. to corne of their owni
ae*.@rd for care, and treatment. The removal of these ternis has donc

g ud s xnanxy of these patients are very sensitive on the subjeet of being
rairded as insane, or being sent to an asylurn. It is wel o remove ail
menal shoclc or worry froin these people. Even with these efforts mnany
di not care to go to the asyluin, and a receptÎin ward was opened ini
the old Cleneral lospital for mental case. An Act was paased mnaking

aeest it of the easiest possible kind. In this way none need now
be ple in the gaol, and anyone desirous of treatrnent may have it.
A physician many have a patient placed in there fer observation and

tretmetas in any hospital. Many cases can lie treated there and
relivd, or sent on to, the larger hospitals for the insane.

Dr. Forster then referred, to the new Hospital for the insane at
,Vibwith al] its xnany advantages. The work of the Reception Hos-

it a very important one. "I should like Vo see Vhis branch of the
wor recognized in the Social Service Branch of the Public Health De-.

pruetof the city, so that one or two, graduates frein our hospital


