
EDITORIÂL.

ency paltients, earried by the police ambulance should be taken to the
41enelfrl Hospital. This is unjust to the other hospitals, and it is un-

jut to the, patients themselves. But we have had the matter looked

ixit4, adit is also unlawful. The Police Commissioners have no sueli

powers as theyv assumed in this case.
it is true that the Mayor, in reply to a deputation, proînised to

haveý the order miade to apply only to sucli emergeney cases as would

lx. 4,11y order patientfs. But it is no use înaking a promise that is flot

earrifed into effect. Thie driver of the ambulance goes on doing as he did

when the. order wvas first issued. And, further, it is impossible at fIrst

t» detarmine whether an emergency patient will require a city ordeýr or

ot. lIn the mevantime they are taken to the General.

Blý,INDNESS FROM WOOD ALCOTIOL.

lin th Ujnited States a number of cases of blindness have oecurred

t ,e h use of wood alcohol. There have also been some reported ini

ti countryý. With, the objcct of lessening the frequency of this very
dinreinK affliction, a committee in New York has taken up the inatter

with marked energy.
1Tbiq eommittee i8 xnaking a very determined effort to prevent the

trge came»s of unnecessary blindness and death from wood alcohol poi-

aoiulg auch as are constantly being brouglit to its notice. Aithougli

* qytain armount of legisiation is necessary in the solution of this prob-

wm th(ýe oninitteýe i% convinced that educat ion is the most important

*4wt of the, work, and it has accordingly issued an illustrated folder

enwooi lcohol, in English, Yiddish and Italian, and nuinerous bulle-

tin have appeared in English and foreign newspaper and in a variety

Oftrafi journials.
cOmmunicationis regarding this subjeet should be addressed to Miss

Croy C. Van Bilarcom, Room 67, 105 Est 22nd Street, New York.

We would( eominiend the work of this committee to, our readers, and
tju.t that any of themn who may have met with instances o? blindness

fro »his cause, or who may know of places where wood alcohol is uscd,
,wuld correspond with the secretary of the eommittee, Miss Van Blar-

MAfRRIAGE, BIRTil AND DEATU RATES.

Cupidj spent a busy 12 mnonths in 1912, bis efforts in Ontario bring-

ing an increase o? .3,038 marriages, or at the rate of 0.9 per thousand

~ppultion; but in spite of this fact the provincial birth rate continues

onth down grade. ¶Phe report of the Registrar-General, which wilt

.,arl be i8uued, shows a birth rate o? only 22.4, the lowest since 1903,


