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tion of an invading agent o as to render it susceptible to vhago-
cytosis Is an assumption which in the present state of our kuow-
ledge is wholly unwarranted. s an interpretation of observed
phenomena it is a failure.  TFurther immunization with the
causative organizsm in an individual already afilicted with an
infective disease process does not eause an inerease in hypo-
thetical opsonins, but exerts its influence altogether upon the
disease foci.  This is in ohedience to a biologie Taw, formulated
Ly the writer after extended observation. that injection of
extraneous materials into an organism having a localized area
of disequilibrium occasions reaction in the diseased and not in
the norinal areas.

Alihough bacterio-therapy as a curative procedure is a part
of the practitioner’s avmamentarinm. the method of governiug
the reactions by estimation of the opsonic indices is slowiy
losing ground. Trom the fivst, physicians as a body did not
accord it a very enthusiastic reception.  The method 1s com-
plex and technical 1o a degree that wearies the man in general
work.  As a laboratory method no doubt it has a place. but for
routine office work it is out of the question. A small number
of enthusiasts still advocate opsonie estimations as a routine
measure, Imt these. too. will eventually return ++ the more de-
pendable clinieal evidences of reaction as guide to the adminis-
tration of hacterial vaceines.—H.S. in The Lancel-Clinic.

Incontinence of Utrine in Children.

Dr. AL L. Mentzikovsky. of St. Petersburg. who has made a
special study of the Imeontinence of Trine in Children. has
formed ihe opinion that the pathology of this morbid condition
consizts chiefly in the degree of sensitiveness. and of vaseularity
of the mucons membrane of the bladder and urethral canal. Ile
distinguishes two ivpes. In the one the mueous membrane of
the urinary passages is extremely sensitive and hyperaemice. The
least touch exeiles acute pain with intense reaction, so that it is
impossible to introduce a catheter without a general anwesthetie.
The second type is, on the contrary, characierized by dimin-
ished sensibility, and the interior of ithe bladder and urcthra
can be explored without eausing any reaction on the part of the
child.  In the first case the smallest acemunlation of urine in
the bladder vceasions a reflex contraction of the muscles and
eauses a coniinual incontinence of nrine.  Tu the second ease
the sensibility of the mucous membrane of the bladder is so
diminished that the reflex contraction of the sphineter vesiewe



